
“PROCESS FOR A VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY ALUMNI Who Wish to be Married  
at St. Thomas of Villanova Parish”  

1. Couples must complete and send to the Wedding Director the “Marriage Registration 
Form” and provide a separate “Letter of Permission” from either the bride or groom’s local, 
“home” parish. 

- The “Marriage Registration Form” has two sections to be completed – a top section for 
demographic information and a required bottom section for pastor/priest validation that 
the couple is ready to enter into preparation for a sacramental marriage in the Church. This 
can be completed and signed by your intended priest/officiant or by the pastor of either the 
bride or groom’s local parish. The “Letter of Permission” must be obtained from the pastor 
of the bride or groom’s local/home parish giving you permission to marry outside of your 
local parish. 

2. Once the Registration form and Letter of Permission are received, the Wedding Director 
will send to the couple a Letter Agreement/contract outlining Parish requirements and 
directives for the venue, musical and liturgical preparation, photographer/videographer 
guidelines and Alumni Pre-Cana preparation. The signed agreement and payment (check 
made payable to St. Thomas of Villanova or via on-line giving website  of $2,000.00 must 
be returned to the Wedding Director within three weeks to secure the wedding date. We ask 
that the officiant/priest be confirmed at this time as well. 

Additional Details – 

- Weddings should be booked at least eight months in advance and may be booked 
as far out as twenty months. 

- Alumni wedding times at St. Thomas are at 11:30 am and 1:30 pm on Saturdays 
only. Rehearsals are held on Friday evenings: 4:00 pm for the 11:30 am wedding and 
5:00 pm for the 1:30 pm wedding. 

- The Parish is unable to engage or provide a priest for alumni weddings. Alumni may 
ask a Villanova Augustinian, their own parish priest, or relative or friend who is a 
Catholic priest 

We encourage all graduates to register and become active members of a parish community 
where they live. By participating in their local parish, they can continue the spiritual growth 
and development nurtured during their undergraduate years at Villanova University. Local 
parishes need the presence of such young, vibrant individuals of faith! 

Alumni Pre-Cana  

https://www.stthomasofvillanova.org/pre---cana.html
https://www.parishgiving.org/index?e=40E7BEFD717185EAD671D43FDC49C1C68E687912E5F0FA70


The Pre-Cana program offered by St. Thomas for Alumni includes both an “in-person” 
component and an “on-line” component. 

The on-line portion is an on-demand, self-paced program called “Living Our Faith In Love” 
by The Marriage Group. The class takes about 8 hours to complete but does not need to be 
done in one setting. A payment voucher will be provided to you as the cost of the class has 
already been included in your parish wedding registration fee. 

The in-person portion is a one-day seminar offered on a Sunday in October, February or 
April. It begins with a Mass celebrated by one of our Austinian priests followed by sessions 
led by parish couples discussing key topics such as communication, financial decision-
making, sexuality and spirituality. 

All couples being married at St. Thomas of Villanova are expected to also attend a Wedding 
Workshop (scheduled on the Saturday evenings before the Sunday In-Person Alumni Pre-
Cana sessions) where couples will receive logistical information & guidance on planning 
their wedding liturgy. The procession, photography, parking and elements such as readings, 
prayers, lectors and timing are all discussed. The director of music and our professional 
musicians will also present selections of music that can be chosen for a St. Thomas of 
Villanova parish wedding. 

Marriage Preparation/Pre-Cana is required by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. 

For more information on the Alumni Pre-Cana programs offered, contact Alicia McGowan 
at weddings@stvparish.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


