
HOW TO HANDLE A CHILD’S 

DISCLOSURE OF SEXUAL ABUSE

	 Let the child know that you believe him/her. Very few sexual  
	 abuse reports are false.

	 Remain Calm. Remember the child will be watching  
	 your reaction.

	 Assure the child that he/she did the right thing by telling.

	 Tell the child it was not his/her fault, that he/she did nothing  
	 wrong and that you are glad that he/she told you.

	 Protect the child by immediately reporting the abuse to child 	
	 protective services or the local authorities.

PROMISE TO PROTECT. 
PLEDGE TO HEAL.
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