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SSAINTT  THOMASS OFF  VILLANOVAA CHURCH 
An Augustinian, Roman Catholic Parish 
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                                               Office Telephone: 610-525-4801       Fax:   610-525-6041
A Stewardship Community  -  Sharing our Time, Talent and Treasure

MASS SCHEDULE
  Villanova Church     Sunday:  7:30am, 10:30am  
  Rosemont Chapel   Saturday:   9:00am     Vigil Mass:  5:00pm 

           Sunday:  9:00am
   Daily Mass:  Mon–Fri:  12:05pm 

Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day Mass:  9:00am

PARISH CENTER SCHEDULE
MONDAY  — THURSDAY    

9:00am  - 4:30pm
FRIDAY HOURS are 9:00am-1:00pm.

The Parish Center is closed from
12:00pm-1:00pm; Monday-Thursday.   

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Matrimony:  Please call the Parish Center to make arrangements to meet with a 
parish priest at least 12 months prior to the wedding date. 

Reconciliation:  Saturday after the 9:00am Liturgy in Rosemont Chapel, First 
Fridays after 12:05 Mass or call the Parish Center to make an appointment.

Anointing of the Sick:  We are happy to offer many support services to the sick 
and homebound.  Visits are made by the Pastoral Staff and Eucharistic Ministers to 
homes and hospital care facilities.  Call the Parish Center to make arrangements. 

Baptism:  Baptisms are celebrated each month, except during Lent.  Call the Parish 
Center to make arrangements and to receive materials. 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation):  Please contact us for information on 
becoming a Catholic or completing your Sacraments.  We can be reached at 
RCIA@stvparish.org. 

FOURTHH SUNDAYY OFF LENTT  
MARCHH 10,, 20244       

JESUSS ANDD NICODEMUSS  



1-180 St. Thomas of Villanova 

 

FOURTH  SUNDAY OF LENT  
MARCH 10, 2024 

                               

  Scripture Reflection… 
 

  
 "God loved the world so much".  These words must never be forgotten.  At the center of John's understand-
ing of why Jesus came and ultimately why he died is God's love for us.  In this theology there is no power given to 
sin, as if that is what lies behind God's decision.  Rather, God takes the initiative to come to us purely from God's 
own love.  Sin does not force God to act.  Other models of salvation can present a terrible caricature of God as an 
angry tyrant, waiting for his son's death before his anger is satisfied and he can forgive.  This is a distortion of true 
Christian theology and certainly not part of the Johannine Gospel.  
 God's desire for us is life not condemnation, salvation not destruction.  Jesus came to reveal this love of God 
to free people from fears and ignorance and lead them to accept such unconditional love in joy and thanksgiving. 
Human guilt and self-doubt tries to deny the potency of God's love so Jesus' death is a terrible sign of the extent he 
was prepared to go to say — “See, God loves you this much and I am prepared to die so you will believe this.”  
God’s love will ultimately lead Jesus to the cross where he will be lifted up.  The evangelist recalls a similar “lifting 
up” moment in Israel’s history which was also a moment of life and salvation.  When we look at the cross, we are 
challenged to see the life and love of God given for us.  
 For the first time in this Gospel we read the words, “eternal life.”  In my writing and teaching, I prefer to  
translate this as “eternity life” in order to express that Jesus offers not simply an extension in time of life as we know 
it, but a whole new quality of life.  This is the life God lives in eternity; hence I call it “eternity life”.  Here we touch on 
an important and unique aspect of John’s theology, for John speaks of participating in this “eternity” life now, not 
some future time after death.  Right now, those who believe in Jesus and are drawn to him, are drawn into the very 
life of God.  In the old days we called this “grace,” God’s gift of God’s own self to us.  Most of the time we live  
unaware of this quality of God’s life, but there can be times when it breaks through into our conscious awareness. 
These can be moments of deep insight, of awe, of wonder, of knowing oneself deeply loved.  These moments pass 
too quickly but they give us a taste of the reality that Jesus has given to us through his life and death.  Right now, we 
are children of God and drawn into the inner life of God.  
 The letter to the Ephesians speaks of this same reality as it speaks of God’s generous love, and gift of life. 
Paul gives great emphasis to the word grace; this is his shorthand way of speaking of God’s utterly free and gracious 
love; God’s gift of God’s self to us.  This is gift, not something we earn or can lay claim to.  Our faith practices — 
Eucharists, prayers, rosaries — are not some sort of transaction to earn God’s love.  These are our response in  
gratitude to a love already freely given.  
 When Paul speaks of being with Christ in heaven this may sound as if the Risen Jesus is now a long way 
from us.  Our scientific way of thinking knows about the atmosphere and the millions of miles of space beyond this 
earth.  In the ancient world they thought of heaven and earth as part of the one cosmos.  Heaven was the word  
describing the part of the cosmos where God dwelt, while earth was where humanity dwelt.  But these realms were 
not considered widely separated or divorced from each other.  They were just different aspects of the one cosmos.  
This week, as part of our Lenten discipline, our growing as disciples of Jesus, you might spend some time with these 
two readings and pondering the many signs in your life of God’s incredible love for you.  Listen to God say these 
words over you, “This is my beloved son/daughter.”  
    
 © Dr Mary Coloe PBVM  Used with permission from Liturgy Help    

Stewardship Thought for the Week 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son…”  
    - John 3:16 
Of all the wonderful gifts that God has given to us, the gift of His own 
Son is truly the greatest.  How can we ever thank God for a gift like 
that?  God does not ask us to sacrifice our own precious firstborn, 
but He does ask that we are grateful and generous with our God-
given gifts.  That we nurture and develop our gifts, and in gratitude, 
generously give back with increase our time in prayer, our talent in 
charitable works and our treasure to support the mission and ministry 
of our parish and greater Church. 

Thank you for your generosity for the 
weekend of March 2 and 3, 2024. 
                                                 
Number of Envelopes                     269                          
    Envelope Amount      $10,859.00 
    Loose Cash                       $1,596.00 
    Electronic Offerings          $11,392.00         
                  Other                      $325.00 
        Total                             $24,172.00            
             10% Tithe                  $2,417.20 
March 4, 2023                       $33,508.19  
    Last year includes a large donation. 
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Synod Suppers with Guest Speaker:  
March 14  at 6:00pm 

 
On Thursday, March 14 at 6:00pm in Harten Hall 
we will host another Synod Supper, featuring  
Massimo Faggioli, PhD, who is widely  
acclaimed to be a leading scholar of the papacy  
of Pope Francis.  Dr. Faggioli will share his  
perspective on the current Synod and why this 
might well be the most important legacy of the 
current papacy. 
 
We will also have an opportunity to pray and dine 
together over a light supper, discuss and  
socialize.   RSVP to Kathy for the March 14th  
dinner by March 13th by calling 610-525-4801 or  
emailing office@stvparish.org.  Please join us for 
this event! 

**************************** 
March 19th at 7:00pm in Harten Hall, Fr. Jim 
Paradis, O.S.A. will lead us in an evening of 
recollection on Pope Francis’ “Laudate Deum” 
which continues his emphasis on our care for  
creation, incorporating prayer and discussion and 
followed by light refreshments. 
 

********************************* 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

Please join us for the Stations of the Cross on  
Wednesday Evening, March 27th, at 7:00pm 

in the St. Thomas of Villanova Rosemont Chapel. 
 
 
It is our hope that you will take advantage of these 
events for your spiritual enrichment and contribute to 
the upbuilding of our parish community. 
      
   Fr. Joe 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
OPPORTUNITIES IN LENT 

 
Rosemont Chapel 
Wednesdays after the 12:05pm Liturgy 
Saturdays after the 9:00am Liturgy 
 

Communal Reconciliation Service 
Monday of Holy Week, March 25th  

Villanova Church 7:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TRIDUUM 2024  —  THE HOLIEST OF DAYS 

 
PALM SUNDAY, VIGIL MASS, MARCH 23RD   
 Saturday, 5:00PM   — Rosemont Chapel 

  
PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 24TH   

                 7:30AM — Villanova Church 
                 9:00AM — Rosemont Chapel 
               10:30AM — Villanova Church  
  

    HOLY THURSDAY, MARCH 28TH    
7:00PM  Mass of the Lord’s Supper   

—  Villanova Church 
Solemn Adoration until 11:00PM  

 in Corr Hall Chapel 
  

  GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 29TH     
3:00PM  Celebration of the Lord’s Passion  —  

Villanova Church   
  

 HOLY SATURDAY, MARCH 30TH                              
7:30PM   Easter Vigil  — Villanova Church 

   
EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 31ST      

7:30AM - Villanova Church 
   9:00AM - Rosemont Chapel 
   9:30AM  - Villanova Church  

  11:00AM  - Rosemont Chapel 
  11:30AM – Villanova Church 

  
There is no Evening Mass  

on Easter Sunday. 
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Mon., Mar. 11th          Lenten Weekday    
12:05PM-RMCH          John F. X. Burton, S.J.  - 
    Gerri Burton                        
Tues., Mar. 12th         Lenten Weekday  
12:05PM-RMCH          Jeanne A. Lotito  - Petrizzo Family  
Wed., Mar. 13th          Lenten Weekday 
12:05PM-RMCH          Richie Helms   
Thurs.,  Mar. 14th       Lenten Weekday      
12:05PM-RMCH          Richard Morretto (L)  - Family  
Fri., Mar. 15th             Lenten Weekday   
12:05PM-RMCH          Petrizzo, Lotito & Reagan Families  
Sat., Mar. 16th            Lenten Weekday    
9:00AM-RMCH            All Petitions in Prayer Request Book 
5:00PM-RMCH            Frances de Marco  - 
         Sr. Mary Broderick 
Sun., Mar. 17th          Fifth Sunday of Lent 
7:30AM-VNCH  For the Parishioners of St. Thomas    
9:00AM-RMCH            Theresa Duddy  - Connie Mervine  
10:30AM-VNCH           Angelina Arcamone, PHD  (L)   
    
 

 WELCOME VISITORS 
Thank you for worshiping with us today.  
 If you are visiting our beautiful church or  

chapel, please know you are most welcome!   If you 
have  questions or are interested in joining our parish  

community, please call the parish office at   
610-525-4801 or register on our website at 

www.stvparish.net. 

      Schedule of  Events for     
               the week of :  
              March 10, 2024  
        Recitation of the Rosary  
            after the daily Liturgy. 
  
 
Monday, March 11, 2024 
Centering Prayer  - RMCH                                           8:00AM                      
Rosemont Care Ministry                                            10:00AM 
                                  
Tuesday, March 12, 2024   
Weekly Scripture Class  - PC1                                   10:00AM 
BP Screening after 12:05 Mass   
Catholic Cemeteries Seminar  - Harten Hall               12:45PM            
 
Wednesday, March 13, 2024  
Exercise Class  - Harten Hall                                      10:00AM 
Reconciliation after 12:05 Mass 
CRS Philly Meeting  - PC1                            2:15PM– 3:45PM  
Religion Education Classes                                          4:45PM     
Family Support Group  -  Harten Hall                           7:00PM 
    
Thursday, March 14, 2024  
Men’s Group  - RMCH & Harten Hall                           6:30AM 
Walking with Purpose  - Harten Hall                             9:00AM 
Synod Presentation  - Harten Hall                                6:00PM 
Walking with Purpose  - PC1                                        7:00PM 
Handbell Practice  - RMCH                                          7:15PM 
Young Adults  - Holy and Service Hour  - OMGC        7:30PM 
 
Friday, March 15, 2024 
 
Saturday, March 16, 2024 
CONFIRMATION  - VNCH                                         10:30AM                     
                                           
Sunday, March 17, 2024 
St. Francis Inn                                                             10:00AM 
Religious Education Classes                                      10:10AM             
Mansion at Rosemont Service                                    11:00AM 
               

Readings for the Week:      
 
Monday: Is 65:17-21;  Jn 4:43-54           
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-0, 12; Jn 5:1-16  
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday:   Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47  
Friday:         Wis 2:1a, 12-22; 
  Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30         
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; 
  Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21  

Bereavement Support Group  
at Our Mother of Good Counsel 

 
Hosted by Fr. John Deary, O.S.A. 

Thursday, March 14th at 7pm  
OMGC Social Center 

 
All are welcome who are suffering the effects of  

bereavement and may benefit from some support  
from others in the same situation. The bi-monthly  

meetings are friendly, welcoming and confidential.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lights, camera, action! 
Our March Family Movie Night has  

been changed to Friday, March 15th  
. 

Our Movie is TBD. Join us for pizza, popcorn,  
a movie and lots of fun! 

Doors open at 5:30pm and  
movie begins at 6:00pm. 

Pizza and Popcorn provided, please bring  
a dessert or side to share. 
We hope to see you there!  
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CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES   
 

Congress is considering legislation for the Farm Bill that 
would effectively end critical U.S. programs designed to 
fight global hunger and build communities’ resilience. 
This is a dangerous proposal for millions of people.  We 
need your help to protect Food for Peace programs so 
that families can access the resources they need to build 
thriving futures.  Please visit www.crs.org to see how you 
can help! 

 
If you would like to get involved with CRS at the parish 
level, please email service@stvparish.org to find out 
more about our parish CRS chapter, a joint effort with 
our sister parish, St. Cyprian. 

 
   
 
 
 

INCREASING DISASTERS, 
INCREASING RESILENCE   

 
Located in Southeast Asia between the Pacific and 
Indian Oceans, Indonesia has beautiful beaches, 
diverse cultures and the world’s fourth largest  
population.  Many of the country’s more than  
17,000 islands are in the Ring of Fire, where  
volcanic eruptions and earthquakes are common.  
Climate-related disasters such as cyclones are also 
becoming more frequent and destructive.  Find out 
how  —  with the support of Catholic Relief Services 
and generous communities like yours  —  Evita and 
her disaster preparedness group are working to 
keep their community safe.  Visit crsricebowl.org to 
read this week’s Story of Hope.  
 
Rice Bowls are available in the back of each  
church.  Thank you.  

 
ARCHDIOCESAN  

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES  
ADVANCE PLANNING SEMINAR  

 
Enjoy Lunch and Learn how to 

“Get Your Ducks in a Row”   
at our FREE Seminar! 

 
WHEN:  Tuesday, March 12, 2024  
               12:30pm  (after Mass)  
 
WHERE:  St. Thomas of Villanova Harten Hall 
                 1229 E Lancaster Avenue 
       Bryn Mawr, PA   19010 
 
WHO:   Renee Cirino, MS, Senior Family 
  Service Consultant 
  610-484-5193 
  rgree@everstorypartners.com   
 
TOPICS INCLUDE:   
     *  The importance of Choosing a Catholic Cemetery 
     *  A roadmap for planning your final arrangements    
     *  Reasons to plan now 
     *  Financial Peace of Mind 
     *  Connecting with a trusted team  
 
Discover ways to avoid mistakes that families make 
during times of grief, learn about end-of-life planning 
you need to do now to protect your family in the future, 
and understand why Advance Planning is one of the 
best things you can do your family.  
 
Lunch provided by Calvary Cemetery.  Take home free 
materials.  Obtain Peace of Mind  TODAY! 
 
 All are Welcome!  Bring a friend! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to the 
STV Parish Family Life 

Easter Egg Hunt! 
 

Sunday, March 24th, after  
the 9:00AM Mass 

 
We will gather outside of Mary’s House, 

and have our Easter Egg Hunt in the 
Playground. 

 
After the Easter Egg Hunt, we will go to 
 Harten Hall for refreshments and social 

time. 
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We wish a warm welcome to the newest members 
of our parish:
David & Nina Kuznicki & Family of King of Prussia

Resting in Peace:
Mr. Hugh Braithwaite, brother of John Braithwaite

Remember those in need of our prayers, especially:
Angelina Arcamone PHD, Nicola Bonelli, Katherine 
Breck, Brynn Busby, Peter Cellucci, Austin DePetris, 
Ella, Jim Foley, Lina Fulton, Ian Gallagher, James 
Gibbons, Jr., Martin Gollin, Patricia Ann Harley, Sam 
Horsey, Bridget Kelly, Sara Keohane, Kelly Clarke, 
Ashley Lythgoe, Pamela LaMonaca, Mary Moran, 
Bruno Petrillo, Bill Riley, Michael Salucci, Theresa 
Sherwin, Terry Sousa, Joe Thompson and Robert J. 
Wahl

Please pray for our soldiers stationed throughout the 
world.  Please also pray for the soldiers who are 
returning from their assignments, especially the 
wounded.

CHRISTIAN SERVICE

PRAYER LINE
The parish prayer line is waiting for your prayer 
requests. Please contact stvprayerline1@gmail.com
or Marie DellaGreca at 856-981-7761 to activate the
parish prayer line. We have parish teams available for 
your special intentions.

DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP
This ministry is for parish families who are in crisis 
or for parish couples welcoming a new baby.  Home-
made dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators 
keep a list of volunteers who are called as needed. If 
you are in need of this delicious community support, 
please contact Maria Gunn at 610-291-7205 or 
maria.jim@comcast.net.     
      

ST. FRANCIS INN
Volunteers are needed to serve the midday meal  at 
the St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday, March 
17th.  The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily needs 
of the poor and homeless people they serve with food, 
clothing and hospitality. This ministry is open to 
anyone 16 years or older.  For more information and 
to sign up, contact our parish coordinator, Sheila Holst 
at 610-659-5828 or hagan1126@verizon.net. 

MOTHER AND NEW FAMILY SUPPORT MINISTRY
Parishioner and nurse practitioner volunteer offers 
support to new moms and their families who are
navigating the complexities of motherhood and the 
addition of a new baby to the family. Contact Suzanne 
Foley at 610-952-0147 or suzannefoley@yahoo.com
or Renee Massaua at service@stvparish.org.

WHAT DOES GOD WANT YOU TO DO WITH 
THE  LIFE GOD’S GIVEN TO YOU?

  
“Vocations are born in prayer and  from prayer;  

And only in prayer can they persevere 
and bear fruit.”      -  Pope Francis

If you are interested in learning more about the 
Order of St. Augustine and what it means to 
be an Augustinian, please visit our website:  

www.beafriar.org  

Synodal Discernment Session, 
March 23, 12:30-3:30pm

All parishioners are also invited to join others from 
across the Archdiocese of Philadelphia for a synodal 
discernment session on Saturday, March 23rd, from 
12:30 to 3:30 at Rosemont College.  The gathering 

is being facilitated by college students and staff of 
SCHEAP (Synodality in Catholic Higher Education in 
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia), Cranaleith Spiritual 

Center, and St. Raphaela Retreat Center.  Together we 
will pray, engage in a conversation in the Spirit, and 

learn about next steps we can take along the synodal 
path.  The People of God around the globe are being 

asked to discern with this question: how can we 
become more co-responsible in serving the mission 

of the Gospel?

All are welcome! Register HERE (https://forms.gle/
mD4UnjRLbowAdokN6).  For more information,        

contact Maureen O’Connell at La Salle University 
(oconnellm@lasalle.edu)
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           Weekly Scripture Classes 
 

Please join Fr. Michael for his weekly Scripture classes on Tuesdays, at 10:00am in PC-1.  Texts, as in 
the past, will be provided.  The subject matter for these hour-long classes will be the scripture  readings 
from the following Sunday Mass.  St. Jerome said, “To be ignorance of scripture is to be ignorant  of 
Christ.” 
 
Please consider marking your calendar for these informative sessions.  All are welcome, so bring a friend. 

10 Ways to bring purpose and meaning to this Holy Season (part 3) 
 

Are the words “purpose,” “meaningful” and “Lent” in the same sentence confusing?  How can fasting,  
giving up your favorite stuff, etc. translate to meaningful?  Giving up cherished things,  

serves as a reminder that all our goodness comes from God. 

 
 

5. In-Depth Study of a Book of the Bible. 
Is there a book in the Bible you would really dig into, if only you could understand it?  Why not  
put the 40-days of Lent to good use through in-depth study of the Bible book of your choice? 

Read the book at one sitting. You won’t understand it.  No worries. Ask God to open your spiritual  
ears to hear his Word.  Read it again slowly.  Memorize key verses.  Pray for greater understanding. 

 

 
6. Kick the Gossip Habit 

Gossip is judging others by committee. Gossiping is a habit, one to kick during Lent. It’s not easy to  
quit spreading the news or refrain from putting your two-cents worth into a gossip fest. Distance  

yourself from toxic people who thrive on gossip.  They are highly contagious. 

 
7. Almsgiving 

Lent is a marvelous time to distribute ‘alms’ to people who are less fortunate.  Ask yourself what you  
can give.  Your time?  Your talent?  Money?  Material Possessions? (Treasure) 

How about those double mocha cappuccinos you love?  Use the money you save to help the poor  
and suffering. Consider cleaning your closets and taking gently worn items to a nearby shelter. 

 
Review of previous weeks’ ideas 

Express your kind side. 
Make Amends. 
Keep “I love you” Up to Date. 
Send a written note of thanks. 
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CConfirmation students lead REP Stations of the Cross during Lent. 

PATRICIAN SOCIETY  - Neighbors Helping Neighbor s  
121 E Chestnut Street, Norristown, PA   19401-3905 

 
         January 15, 2024 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
 Thank you to everyone at Saint Thomas of Villanova Parish for making sandwiches in your recent Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Day of Service.  We truly appreciate your support! 
 I’m deeply grateful for your interest in our needy families and for your generosity in helping them to deal  
with their continuing struggles.  We are currently working year round with more than 2,000 families and with your  
assistance, we will continue to meet their needs.  
 I wish the best to all of our friends in the Saint Thomas Community in this new year! 
 
       Sincerely, 
       LeeAnn Rooney 
       Executive Director 
 
 We are blessed by your kindness! 
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      “Is it not sharing your bread with the hungry, bringing the afflicted  
      and the homeless into your house; Clothing the naked when you  
      see them, and not turning your back on your own flesh?  Then 
      your light shall break forth like the dawn.”           
               Isaiah 58:7-8 
 

On any given day, more than 400 people are homeless in Montgomery County, and over 50% are fami-
lies with children.  Family Promise of the Main Line helps families experiencing homelessness achieve 
sustainable independence through a community-based response.  
 
For 30 years, St. Thomas of Villanova parishioners have committed to providing safe shelter, a good 
meal and compassionate fellowship.  Families in the Family Promise program reside every evening for 1 
week at our Parish Center. The number of families in need is higher than ever, and we need 40 parish 
volunteers to support each host week.  Even an hour of your time could make a real difference! 
 

You Can Volunteer to Welcome Our Family Promise Guests! 
March 24 - 31 | April 28 - May 5 | May 12 - 19 | September 8 – 15 

 
DINNER PREPARER  —   6:00PM  —    Deliver cooked dinner to the Parish Center 
 
EVENING HOST  —  6:00-9:00PM  —    Share dinner and fellowship with guests. 
 
OVERNIGHT HOST   —  9:00PM-6:00AM  —  Spend the night at the Parish Center 
 
SET-UP   —  1 hour  —  Set-up the bedrooms and living room 
 
 BREAKDOWN  —  1 hour  —  Disassemble the bedrooms and living room 
 
LAUNDRY  —  Flexible timing  —  Pick up and launder the linens used by the families. 
 
Families with school-age children/teens are welcome.  Training is provided.  For more information,  
contact Renee Massaua at service@stvparish.org or call 610-525-4801 ext. 221. 

ST. RITA’S DAY OF SERVICE  
March 22, 2024 

 
The National Shrine of Saint Rita of Cascia in 
South Philadelphia is sponsoring an inaugural 
"Saint Rita Day of Service" on Friday, March 22.   
Inspired by Rita's life and her commitment to  
making the world a more peaceful place, the 
Shrine has invited schools, universities, parishes 
and community groups across the country to  
complete a service activity in their respective 
community on this day.  In celebration of Saint 
Rita, our parish will be collecting non-
perishable food items to support the food 
closet at St. Edmonds.  Please drop off your 
non-perishable food donations at the parish 
office.  The food collection will be delivered 
on March 22.   We appreciate your  
generosity!  

Save the Date for  
St. Thomas of Villanova  

and  
Our Mother of Good Counsel  

Stewardship Camp. 
 

Camp is for rising 6th graders through rising 
8th graders.  

 
This year our camp will be held from June 26 through 

June 28, 2024.   More information coming soon! 
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CENTERING PRAYER GROUP 
 
STV's Centering Prayer Group meets in person 
every Monday, including holidays, at 8 AM in the  
Rosemont Chapel.  Mask-wearing is optional.   
Centering Prayer is a method of meditation used by 
Christians placing a strong emphasis on interior  
silence, which takes 20 minutes.  Thomas Keating  
offers a detailed description of the process in a  
you-tube clip at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=5FWvxwfN_CE.    All are welcome. 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
               2024 RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVES 

 Monday, May 20, 2024 
      2:00pm to 7:00pm 

     at St. Thomas of Villanova Parish    
   Harten Hall (Rosemont Auditorium)                                                            

  
Please call 1-800-733-2767 or visit  

RedCrossBlood.org and Enter:  
StThomasRosemont  

to schedule an appointment.  
 

A FEW MINUTES OUT OF YOUR DAY 
CAN SAVE A LIFE! 

 
There is no substitute for blood.   Donors provide the 
only supply of life-saving blood for those in need.  
Donating is simple, fast, and convenient. The donation 
process can take as little as 45 minutes of your time, 
but can make a lifelong difference for someone 
else.  Please sign up today. 
 

Give the gift of life.  Sign up to be a  
blood donor today! 

  For questions about eligibility:   
   call 1 800-RED-CROSS  

FR. BILL ATKINSON  
MEMORIAL 

 
The plans for a memorial burial site for Servant of  
God, Fr. Bill Atkinson, O.S.A. in the Villanova church 
are moving forward.  A design has been made to place 
this site in the niche opposite the Blessed Sacrament  
with the picture of Our Mother of Good Counsel.  The 
Augustinians, in collaboration with the St. Jude Shop, 
have begun a campaign  to raise the funds needed for 
this memorial for which the materials and workmanship 
ill be costly.  Therefore, we are seeking donations to 
assist the Province of St. Thomas of Villanova in  
this endeavor.  If you would like to contribute, please 
indicate on your donation “for the Fr. Bill Atkinson  
memorial.”  Currently, he has been designated “Servant 
of God” and the next step is  “Blessed” on the way to 
“Saint.”   
 
DONATIONS FOR THE FR. BILL ATKINSON  
MEMORIAL  -  If you are able and disposed to contrib-
ute towards this memorial, donations will be gratefully 
accepted.    Thank you. 
  Joseph A. Genito, O.S.A., Pastor 

Respect Life Committee  —  March 10, 2024 
 
Here are several announcements in the bulletin  
regarding the gift of life.  If you are interested in any of 
our ministries, please contact Margot (610)761-4916 or 
Bob Giuliano( 610)761-4917. 
 
Life is sacred at all stages – please remember to con-
tinue your kind donations of baby formula, disposable 
adult undergarments, laundry and sink soap, food, 
clothing, charitable contributions to women’s/family 
centers.  As well, continue to visit the elderly, the incar-
cerated, the ill, the lonely, and most importantly, pray. 
We can all use a little help – God will take our hands. 
Blessings to you all!   
 
Call for Prayers - Currently the 40 Day for Life Prayer 
Vigil is occurring worldwide, praying for the end of 
abortion and the recognition of the gift of life given 
each of us by God.  See 40daysforlife.com if interested 
or contact Margot or Bob. 
 
Here is a prayer you may like to use at home: 
               40 Day Novena Prayer for Life 
O Holy Father, in Your divine justice and mercy, You 
sent us Your only Son, the Word made flesh —  the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life — to redeem us, to  
sanctify us, and to glorify us.  You say to each of us, 
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before 
you were born I set you apart; I consecrated you. 
O Divine Creator, Source of all Life, teach us to love, 
honor, support, and defend Your divine gift of human 
life and to trust in Your plan and purpose for EVERY-
ONE.  O Holy Family – Blessed Mary, Good St. Jo-
seph, Infant Jesus, Savior of the World – Pray for us! 
 
Life Advocate Resource Conference 
Saturday, April 6, 2024  —  9:00am - 1:00pm  
St. Matthew Church Hall 
219 Fayette Street, Conshohocken, PA 19428  
        All are invited to attend this conference to learn 
how to get involved with pro-life activities and see all 
the pro-life resources offered in the Philadelphia area. 
This conference is free, and a free lunch will be  
provided, but registration is required.  To register, 
please send your name and phone number to lifecon-
ference@prolifeunion.org or call 215-885-8150. 
 


