TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SEPTEMBER 12, 2021

STATEMENT OF ARCHBISHOP NELSON J. PÉREZ REGARDING HISTORIC
FLOODING IN THE PHILADELPHIA REGION FROM HURRICANE IDA

“Last week, Hurricane Ida ravaged Louisiana and the Gulf Coast with great loss of life and property.

Last night, the Philadelphia region was overwhelmed by its remnants. This morning we awoke to historic
flooding not seen in this area for over 150 years.
Many neighborhoods in the City of Philadelphia and our suburban counties have been devastated.
Tragically, lives have been lost to this natural disaster. The damage to residential and business property
is only now being realized and will be immense in the final tally. At a time when so much hardship has
already been created by the COVID-19 pandemic, we are faced with new and difficult challenges.
In the name of the bishops, priests, deacons, and religious of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, I express
deep gratitude to our law enforcement, fire personnel, EMTs, and other first responders who have worked
around the clock at great risk to rescue those who were trapped by flooding. I am also grateful to all those
laboring to restore and maintain utilities and road networks for our benefit.
I urge everyone to heed safety warnings being issued by their local authorities. While the flood waters
may be receding, the swift currents and debris pose serious danger. Soon, the process of cleaning up
and rebuilding will begin. We are a people of hope and we will prevail by trusting in God and caring for
one another.
Please join me in praying for everyone impacted by Hurricane Ida wherever it wreaked havoc. May
God give them peace of heart in the face of uncertainty and wrap His mantle of protection around all
those placing themselves in harm’s way to keep us safe.”
Most Reverend Nelson J. Pérez, D.D.
Archbishop of Philadelphia

COLLECTION FOR HAITI
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has asked dioceses around the country
to encourage parishes to take up a collection to help address the tremendous needs in
Haiti following the earthquake and the hurricane. During the weekend of September 18th
and 19th, we will be taking up a collection here at St. Thomas. Please put your donation in
an envelope marked for “Haiti Collection” and make all checks payable to St. Thomas of
Villanova, with “Haiti” noted on the memo line. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Stewardship Thought for the Week

“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” MARK 8:34
Living a stewardship lifestyle means not only being responsible for my own life, but for the lives of others as
well. We realize that our gifts are not intended for ourselves, rather they are meant to be shared with others.
“Taking up my cross” means doing things when someone else needs me and not when it’s convenient for me.
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Our Hearts & Doors Are Open!
We invite you to come home to the in-person celebration of Mass. All of us know
instinctively that nothing compares to "being there" in person. Come to Mass in person
to experience anew all that God longs to share - the peace, joy and help that flows into
our lives because of our participation at Mass.
Save the Date! 10/3 Welcome Back Feast Day Celebration after the 10:30 Mass,
outdoors on the Villanova Campus.
The parish has begun its “Our Hearts & Doors Are Open” welcome back to Mass campaign.
We are looking for volunteers to send postcards to at least 10 parishioners welcoming them
back to Mass & to our upcoming parish celebration on October 3, 2021. If you are interested,
please stop by the table at the back of the church at the end of Mass or contact Maria Luby,
610.525.4801 ext. 225

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
FOR ST. FRANCES
CABRINI CATHOLIC SCHOOL
While buying school supplies for your children,
grandchildren or friends, please pick up extra
school supplies for the children of St. Frances
Cabrini Catholic School in West Philadelphia.
Over 300 students are expected to attend
SFC in the fall.
Suggested items:
Backpacks, pencils, black marble composition
books (no spiral books are used), erasable
black ink pens, erasers, scissors for little
fingers, crayons, magic markers, glue sticks,
construction paper, 3X5 index cards, book
jackets for large textbooks, tissues, Clorox
wipes and hand sanitizer.
You can bring your gifts to the Rosemont
Chapel on Saturdays or Sundays after Mass or the
Parish Center anytime during the work week.
Thank you!

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES (CRS) ASSISTS
FARMERS IN GUATEMALA
"Seeing their poverty, hearing their cries and
knowing their sufferings, we are scandalized
because we know that there is enough food for
everyone and that hunger is the result of a poor
distribution of goods and income. This is why I
want a Church which is poor and for the poor.
They have much to teach us." ~
Pope Francis
The closure of schools because of COVID-19
affected many farmers in Totonicapán, Guatemala,
who sold their crops to feed the students. CRS
supports these farmers by facilitating market stalls,
direct sales to wholesalers, and sales in neighborhood stores.
Visit www.crs.org for more information. If you are
interested in getting involved here at St. Thomas,
please contact Cathy Van Kula at
610.525.4801 ext. 221 learn more about
our new CRS Chapter.
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Schedule of Events for the
week of: September 12, 2021
Recitation of the Rosary
after the daily Liturgy.

Mon., Sept. 13th
12:05PM-RMCH
Tues., Sept. 14th
12:05PM-RM
Wed., Sept. 15th
12:05PM-RMCH
Thurs., Sept. 16th
12:05PM-RMCH

Fri., Sept. 17th
12:05PM-RMCH
Sat., Sept. 18th
9:00AM-RMCH
5:00PM-RMCH
Sun., Sept. 19th
7:30AM-VNCH
9:00AM-RMCH
10:30AM-VNCH

Saint John Chrysostom
Daniel Connelly - Family
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Pringle Family - Carole Grace
Our Lady of Sorrows
Manuel Mimo Abalo Dr. Felix Goizueta
Saints Cornelius and Cyprian
Fred A. Formichella Shaffer Family
Weekday; Saint Robert Bellarmine
Jack Cullen
Weekday
Ernest & Louise Troncelliti
Petrizzo, Lotito & Reagan Families
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Katie Smith - Lisabeth Karas
For the Parishioners of St. Thomas
Michael Clifford - Hughes Family

Monday, September 13, 2021
Centering Prayer - RMCH
Daily Mass-RMCH
Pastoral Council Mtg - PC1

8:00AM
9:00AM
7:00PM

Tuesday, September 14, 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH
Staff Meeting

12:05PM
1:00PM

Wednesday, September 15, 2021
Exercise Classes - Aud
Daily Mass-RMCH
CRS Philly Chapter - PC1
Family Support Group - Aud

10:00AM
12:05PM
3:00PM
7:00PM

Thursday, September 16, 2021
Men’s Group—RMCH & Aud
Mansion At Rosemont Mass
Daily Mass-RMCH
Bell Choir Practice-RMCH

6:30AM
9:00AM
12:05PM
7:15PM

Friday, September 17, 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH

12:05PM

Saturday, September 18, 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH
Vigil Mass-RMCH

9:00AM
5:00PM

Sunday, September 19, 2021
Sunday Mass-VNCH
Sunday Mass-RMCH
St. Francis Inn
Catechist Meeting
Sunday Mass-VNCH
Sunday French Mass-RMCH

7:30AM
9:00AM
10:00AM
10:00AM
10:30AM
11:00AM

Thank you for your generosity for the
weekend of September 4 and 5, 2021:

BECOMING CATHOLIC/
COMPLETING SACRAMENTS
Do you or someone you know have
questions about the Catholic faith,
are interested in becoming a Catholic,
or completing Sacraments (Confirmation
& Eucharist)? Contact us at
RCIA@stvparish.org
to share your questions and learn
more about our vibrant and dynamic faith.

Number of Envelopes
Envelope Amount
Loose Cash
Electronic Offerings
Other
Total
10% Tithe
September 6, 2020

253
$14,243.00
$261.00
$11,123.41
$773.30
$26,400.71
$2,640.07
$20,312.88

FOR EMERGENCY FOOD ASSISTANCE,
CONTACT: ST. VINCENT DEPAUL OF
DELAWARE COUNTY
e-mail: DelcoSvdpHelp@gmail.com
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

We wish a warm welcome to the newest members of
our parish:
Tim & Olivia Dolan of Villanova
Congratulations to the newly Baptized members of
our parish:
John, son of Chris & Emily Irving
Matthew, son of Zachary & Theresa Hutzayluk
Olivia, daughter of Ben & Emily Moreno

Resting in Peace:
Mrs. Edie Fitzgerald, mother of Carole Lohmeier
Mr. Tom Fricke
Rev. James V. Vitali, O.S.A.
Remember those in need of our prayers, especially:
Katherine Breck, Brynn Busby, Peter Cellucci, Austin
DePetris, Bob Farley, Lina Fulton, Martin Gollin, Patricia
Ann Harley, Joe Hopko, Sam Horsey, Maureen Kelleher,
Bridget Kelly, Sara Keohane, Ashley Lythgoe, Pamela
LaMonaca, Joe Massaua, Janet Mignogna, Mary Jane
Newman, Chris Pastore, Bill Riley, Michael Salucci,
Theresa Sherwin and Robert J. Wahl
Please pray for our soldiers assigned in Afghanistan
and in other parts of the world. Please also pray for
the soldiers who are returning from their assignments,
especially the wounded.

PRAYER LINE
The parish prayer line is waiting for your prayer requests. Please contact stvprayerline1@gmail.com or
Marie DellaGreca at 856-981-7761 to activate the
parish prayer line. We have parish teams available for
your special intentions.
DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP
This ministry is for parish families who are in crisis
or for parish couples welcoming a new baby. Homemade dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators
keep a list of volunteers who are called as needed. If
you are in need of this delicious community support,
please contact Maria Gunn at 610-291-7205 or
maria.jim@comcast.net.
ST. FRANCIS INN
Volunteers are needed to serve the midday meal at
St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday, September
19th. The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily needs
of the poor and homeless people they serve with food,
clothing and hospitality. This ministry is open to
anyone 16 years or older. For more information and
to sign up, contact our parish coordinator, Sheila Holst
at 610-659-5828 or hagan1126@verizon.net.
MOTHER AND NEW FAMILY SUPPORT MINISTRY
Parishioner and nurse practitioner volunteer offers
support to new moms and their families who are
navigating the complexities of motherhood and the
addition of a new baby to the family. Contact Suzanne
Foley at 610-952-0147 or or Cathy Van Kula at
610.525.4801 ext. 221

Share the
Harvest

CYO News
CYO Basketball teams will be forming soon!
Boys & Girls in grades 5-8 are eligible to
participate. Registration for basketball begins in
October. We are also looking for coaches &
assistant coaches for some teams. Anyone
interested in participating please contact Matt
Hutelmyer, STV Athletic Director, at
mhutelmyer@gmail.com
Learn more about CYO Sports: https://
www.stthomasofvillanova.org/cyo.html

Are you looking for a small way to make a big
difference for others this summer? Our parish will
be helping families in our area who are in need of
food by collecting fresh produce for the food pantry
at ElderNet in Bryn Mawr. This year, they are in
particular need of fresh fruit, especially ones
that don't spoil easily such as apples, oranges,
and grapefruit.
Baskets will be available for donations in the lobby
of the Parish Center, Monday through Wednesday,
or in the back of the Rosemont Chapel after
the 5:00pm Mass on Saturday,
beginning in July through mid-September.
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Catechetical Sunday, September 19, 2021
As part of a 1935 initiative to recognize and celebrate the gift that catechists give to
their parish communities by volunteering their time for the religious education of
children, the Church began celebrating Catechetical Sunday each year. On
Catechetical Sunday, we come together as both a parish and Church community to
acknowledge the dedication of those who serve as catechists. We also honor
parents and guardians on Catechetical Sunday because they are the true first
catechists by sharing the Catholic faith with their families. Catechetical Sunday is an
opportunity for all Catholics to rededicate themselves to the mission of handing on the faith and being a witness to
the Gospel as a community of faith. Let it be an opportunity for all of us to consider ways we ourselves are
witnesses for Jesus Christ.
We honor and thank the following people who said yes to opening up their hearts to share the love they have for
God with our young people; Janine Bowers, Kimberly Brunner, Jackson Carey, Jaime Capaldi, Denise DiCarlo,
Lauren Finore, Mariel Harden, Heather Kelley, Lorraine Kinslow, Abby Kloss, Jason Mitala, Rory Rayer, Grace
Roberto, Eilise Rouse, Joy Shugure, Pat Temple-West, Jonathan and Johanna Tyburski, Travis Vermulum, and
Kelly Yoh. For more information on our Religious Education Program or becoming a catechist, please contact
Tara Penza 610.525.4801 ext. 204

AGELESS EXERCISE RETURNS TO ST. THOMAS
Beginning September 8th at 10:00am
Ageless Exercise, Inc., presents a unique exercise
program for the young at heart consisting of range of
motion, strength training, weight bearing exercises and
balance challenges--all done to upbeat, fun music!
Therapy bands, hands free weights, and balls are used
for strengthening and stretching muscles and for
attaining range of motion movement. Weight bearing
exercises to strengthen bones and the skeletal structure as well as aerobic endurance are included in the
weekly class.

St. Francis Cabrini School
School begins this week at St. Frances Cabrini in West
Philadelphia. Pictured above is a new flag given by
our parish to the school. The school's prior flag was
quite worn and tattered, and at the request of the
school staff, we purchased a replacement which
arrived just in time to welcome the students back for a
new school year. We also dropped off several boxes
full of school supplies for the children. Please
remember them when you are purchasing school
supplies for your family, and buy a few extra items.
We will take a second load to them in a few
weeks. Thanks to all for your generous support
of the St. Frances Cabrini community.

The class is led by a Certified American Council on
Exercise (ACE) Instructor. Come join us and learn
about your body, have fun, and strengthen your
muscles and bones.
Where: St. Thomas of Villanova
Rosemont Auditorium
When: Every Wednesday from 10:00-11:00am,
beginning September 8th
Cost: $15 for four classes--checks made payable
to Ageless Exercise, Inc.

SHOES NEEDED:
Sr. Florence Enechukwu, MSHR, is the coordinator for the African Catholic Apostolate in the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia. Sister Florence is again collecting new or gently used shoes of all types and
sizes – dress shoes, boots, sneakers, sandals, etc. – as part of a fundraiser.
Please bring your donations to the Parish Center lobby during the week or to the
Rosemont Chapel during weekend liturgies.

5-180 St. Thomas of Villanova

2021 RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVES
Thursday, October 14, 2021
Monday, November 29, 2021
2:00pm to 7:00pm at St. Thomas of Villanova
Rosemont Auditorium
To Sign up: www.Redcrossblood.org —
USE THE SPONSOR CODE: StThomasRosemont or call 1-800-RedCross
The Red Cross is now experiencing the lowest blood donor turnout since the pandemic began and more blood
donors are needed now. They are currently facing a severe blood shortage with an EMERGENCY need for
Type O blood. Please sign up today!
Give the gift of life. Sign up to be a blood donor today!
For questions about eligibility: call 1 800-RED-CROSS

WHAT DOES GOD WANT YOU TO DO
WITH THE LIFE GOD HAS GIVEN TO YOU?
“Vocations are born in prayer and from prayer; And only in prayer can they
persevere and bear fruit.”
- Pope Francis
If you are interested in learning more about the Order of St. Augustine and what it
means to be an Augustinian, please visit our website:
www.beafriar.org
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STEWARDSHIP THANK YOU LETTERS
Mindfulness Through Movement, Inc.
P. O. Box 28
Wayne, PA 19087
July 7, 2021

A.D.R.O.P.
Augustinian Defenders of the
Rights of the Poor
2130 South 21st Street
Philadelphia, PA 19145
July 28, 2021
Dear Parishioners:

Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas:
Thank you very much for your donation in
the amount of $907.00 to the Mindfulness Through
Movement, Inc. (“MTM”) program.
This past school year, MTM’s specially trained
yoga and mindfulness instructors taught students
VIRTUALLY in 18 urban Philadelphia schools: Cristo
Rey High School, Cornerstone Christian Academy,
Gesu School, Hope Partnership for Education, James
Dobson Elementary School, John Welsh Middle
School, LaSalle Academy, Overbrook Education Center, St. Barnabas, St. Cyril of Alexandria, St. Frances
Cabrini, St. Laurentius, St. Malachy, St. Martin de
Porres, St. Rose of Lima, St. Thomas Aquinas, Wagner
Middle School and West Catholic Preparatory High
School. Thanks to the generosity of supporters like
you, we were able to provide weekly videos to these
schools, as well as compensation to our highly valued
instructors.
For the school year 2021-2022, we are
delighted that our teachers will be returning to the
schools to continue MTM’s in person teaching of
students. We hope to add two more schools to our
roster as we train new teachers and respond to an ever
increasing demand for our program.
We are truly making a difference. As
Jacqueline Grace, teacher at St. Rose of Lima School
noted, “After having just three months of Mindfulness
Through Movement (MTM), my students are not only
calmer, but they exude mindfulness throughout the day.
The MTM Program has taught my students what it
means to be both present and peaceful. The most
significant benefit I have seen in my students is their
new-found self-awareness in that they know when they
are not fully present, and the strategies they can utilize
to maximize their learning.”
As our program continues to grow, we hope
that we can rely on you for your continuing support.
Sincerely,

Please accept my thanks for the generous
grant to A.D.R.O.P. Your faithful support of our programs is and has always been greatly appreciated.

With this grant, we will be albe to expand our
clinic services to include physical therapy! As many of
our patients are pickers or work in jobs in factories, they
often face chronic pain that could be managed through
physical therapy. We’re thrilled to be able to expand
our services and offer such a vital aspect of healthcare.
Through your generosity, we will continue to provide
programs in wellness, education and justice.
Again, on behalf of all of those servicing and
served at A.D.R.O.P., thank you for your continued support.
Peace,

Lacie Michaelson Fischley

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME COOK

Augustinian Community of 6 men in Ardmore
is looking for a part-time cook. Preferably
4 days a week, 3-4 hours a day for dinner
preparation and some shopping.
Inquiries, including a resume or a
description of cooking experience,
should be directed to
Fr. Allan Fitzgerald, O.S.A.
at allan.fitzgerald@gmail.com.
No phone calls please. Thank you!

E. Martin Heldring
Treasurer
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What is Walking With Purpose?
It's a chance to meet other Catholic women and know you're not
alone in trying to live an authentically Catholic life.
On October 7 St. Thomas of Villanova Parish will join the dozens of parishes across the country
offering the women’s Bible study Walking With Purpose founded by Lisa Brenninkmeyer, a Catholic
mother of seven. As Lisa has stated in interviews, Walking With Purpose began as a small group Bible
study for women in response to their desire to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ from a
Catholic perspective. This is the 13th year that our parish has joyfully offered this study to the women of
St. Thomas, their friends and family and any woman who is interested in knowing Jesus.
The weekly lessons are designed to meet every woman where she is in her faith journey. Many of
us do not know the Bible at all and WWP is helping us fill that gap. Though written by Lisa it is obvious the
Holy Spirit is really the ultimate leader of the study.
This year our parish is offering two studies for women participating in WWP: Opening Your Heart:
the starting point designed for women who are new to Walking with Purpose as well as those with more
experience in Bible Study and Keeping In Balance which will draw us into a deeper relationship with Jesus
as we reflect on making more time for Christ in our busy lives. As we explore Old & New Testament
Scripture we’ll reflect on ideas for managing life’s pace and pressure while living with calm and steadiness.
We meet in the Parish Hall on Thursday Mornings from 9:15-11:15 with free childcare and
Thursday Evenings from 7:00pm-9:00pm. Virtual groups are also available.
If you are interested in accepting Christ’s invitation to come and see please email our chapter
co-coordinator mariaomalley@comcast.net. To view sample lessons please visit walkingwithpurpose.com.

Archbishop Carroll Class of 1970
50th Reunion
It’s been 50 years (okay, 51 years but who knew
there'd be a pandemic!) since Janice and Jimi left
the world stage...since the first Earth Day and
the world nations decided to ban nukes...when
a house cost 23 grand and a gallon of gas was
36 cents...it was 1970 when the Beatles
disbanded...AND THEN SO DID WE!
But we’re back together for what could be
our final tour! So, don’t be missing this one!
When: October 22, 23, and 25, 2021
Where: Marriott Conshohocken and Archbishop Carroll
For further information and an invitation, please contact
us by joining our Facebook page, Archbishop Carroll
Class of 1970, emailing us at: carroll50threunion@gmail.com or by calling the alumni office at
Carroll: 610.688.7610, ext. 162.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL
Giving Hope 2021
Please Give Generously!

Readings for the Week:
Monday:
1 Tm 2:1-8; Lk 7:1-10
Tuesday:
Nm 21:4b-9; Phil 2:6-11;
Jn 3:13-17
Wednesday:
1 Tm 3:14-16; Jn 19:25-27 or
Lk 2:33-35
Thursday:
1 Tm 4:12-16; Lk 7:36-50
Friday:
1 Tm 6:2c-12; Lk 8:1-3
Saturday:
1 Tm 6:13-16; Lk 8:4-15
Sunday:
Wis 2,12, 17-20; Jas 3:16—4:3;
Mk 9:30-37

Spiritual Direction Companions
for the Journey
Spiritual Direction is the contemplative practice of
helping others to awaken to the mystery of God in their
lives.
The Spiritual Direction Ministry at the Daylesford
Abbey in Paoli, PA offers trained and experienced
Spiritual Directors for those seeking to revitalize their
relationship with God and for those who want to
deepen their spiritual lives.
For more information on how this ministry
can enrich your life, contact Daylesford Abbey
at 610-647-2530 ext 102 or at
spiritualdirector@daylesford.org.
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Parish Discussion Book:
The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
The Bluest Eye is the first novel written by Toni Morrison, winner of the 1993
Nobel Prize in Literature.
Pecola Breedlove, a young black girl, prays every day for beauty. Mocked
by other children for the dark skin, curly hair, and brown eyes that set her apart,
she yearns for normalcy, for the blond hair and blue eyes that she believes will
allow her to finally fit in. Yet as her dream grows more fervent, her life slowly starts
to disintegrate in the face of adversity and strife. A powerful examination of our
obsession with beauty and conformity, Toni Morrison’s virtuosic first novel asks
powerful questions about race, class, and gender with the subtlety and grace that
have always characterized her writing. (From the publisher.)
The Parish Antiracism Committee will host a discussion of the book via Zoom on September 28, 2021 at
7:00pm. Stay tuned for a registration link for this discussion event.
--Learn more about the author, Toni Morrison, in this PBS documentary:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BtWdy8pFktM
--Understanding themes and motifs through poetry inspired by this book:
http://dawnweathersbeeclass.weebly.com/the-bluest-eye-found-poem.html
--Exploring the psychology of racial identity in the landmark 1954 Brown v. Board of Education court case:
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/psychologist-work-racial-identity-helped-overturn-schoolsegregation-180966934/
--Illuminating children’s awareness of race through Brown v. Board of Education:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7sX1cn5aO4

--Learn about how to fight racialized beauty standard:
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/good-ancestor-podcast/id1451091236?i=1000518160859
--Understanding social concepts of beauty through the Dolls Test:
https://www.history.com/news/brown-v-board-of-education-doll-experiment
Note: If you access these items from the parish website's Antiracism page, the hotlinks can save a lot of error-prone typing.
If you are interested in joining or learning more about the committee, please find us online on the Parish website!
Our extensive list of “what we’ve been reading this year” is also available on our page on the parish website.

Are your girls seeking authentic friendships as we emerge from isolation? BLAZE offers beautiful, tangible ways for
tween/teen girls to connect with Christ and with one another.
STV Youth Ministry will be offering our 4th year of BLAZE this fall on Monday evenings beginning September 27th.
Join us for another amazing year of faith sharing for girls 7th grade and up! We will meet in-person. Great supplement to Confirmation Prep! BLAZE was created to counteract the way society drives girls to question their
identity. The BLAZE curriculum calls out the way girls are exposed to the lies of our culture that damage their
self-worth and sabotage their efforts to follow Christ. We will meet in-person following recommended guidelines.
Participation Fee: $20
Register for BLAZE Belong: 2, 10-week sessions in the fall and spring of 2021/2022.
Contact Maria Luby at 610.525.4801 ext. 225 or http://bitly.ws/fZaf.
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