FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 2, 2021

The Sunday Reflection...
VINE AND BRANCHES
In the first letter of John, we hear his exhortation not only to talk about love, but also to put the words
into practice, to love one another. How difficult it must have been for the early community of believers to
tolerate, much less to love, a man who had been their bitter enemy in Paul. It is easy to grasp why he had
difficulty establishing credibility among them, inciting strong feelings from Jew and Greek alike. Yet, Jesus
would have exhorted them to accept him, just as he had shown them in his acceptance of Samaritans and
Gentiles. Converting the words into actions was indeed a challenge in this situation.
The imagery of the vine and branches inspires thoughts of the essentials of our relationship with God.
We cannot thrive on our own. Without the connection to God through Jesus and the Spirit, we dry up and
wither. We, the branches, draw strength from the vine, but there is also the reality that we contribute to the
welfare of the whole plant by our interaction and nourishment of each other. Branches form a network of
distribution among the whole plant, the entirety of the vine. And so we depend upon our roots in God, Jesus
and the Spirit, as well as upon each other to sustain the total entity we call the Church. Not only do individuals
draw strength from the community of believers, they also give back to the vine that needs healthy branches in
order to thrive and grow. This mutuality shows our need for God in order to thrive, but God also, in effect,
needs us to cooperate in order for the plan of salvation to work.
The growth and health of the Church, like a healthy vine and branches, needs the continual attention
of nurturing and pruning in order to become healthy. It is an ongoing process always striving for perfection
but not achieving it in this life. All the challenges and obstacles we face in life offer us the opportunity to
prune the old ways of thinking and living that are no longer life-giving, to let go of those things in order to
allow new life to flourish. New life comes with the acceptance of the ways of the Risen Christ. “Those who
keep his commandments remain in him and he in them,” John says. A healthy spiritual life results when we
recognize that we draw life and flourish as we stay connected to the God who loves us. We participate in
the process of growth towards the completion of that love not only for ourselves but also for the health of the
Church, the Body of Christ, our fellow branches. May we celebrate this relationship with God, and continue to
do the work of contributing to a healthy vine.

Stewardship Thought for the Week
“Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed
and truth.” - 1 JOHN 3:18
Regarding our Catholic faith, do you “walk the
talk?” Do your actions reflect what it means to be a
good disciple? Are you an active participant at
Sunday Mass? Are you joyful when participating in
parish ministry? Do you give gratefully and generously
with your financial support to your parish and other
Church needs? If not, it’s not too late to start!

Thank you for your generosity for the weekend of
April 24 and 25, 2021:
Number of Envelopes
Envelope Amount
Loose Cash
Electronic Offerings
Other
Total
10% Tithe
April 26, 2020
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230
$8,652.14
$518.00
$9,715.15
$371.17
$19,256.46
$1,925.65
$23,061.00

Statement of Archbishop Nelson J.
Pérez Following the Verdict in
the Trial of Derek Chauvin
“The anguish, grief, and fear that consumed our
country last spring following the tragic and disturbing
death of George Floyd was overwhelming. In the
immediate aftermath, old wounds were ripped wide
open as the mortal sin of racism cut through our
communities.
As a people of faith, Catholics believe that every life
holds value and should be treated with dignity. In the
name of the people of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia,
I share in the continued pain and sadness felt by so
many.
Almost a year later, former Minneapolis police officer
Derek Chauvin’s trial has ended. Today’s verdict will
usher in a wide variety of reactions. I entreat all people
to treat each other with respect, charity, and good will
as they process the news in their own way.
Regardless of individual points of view, it is imperative
to remember that criminal justice is a matter for the
courts alone. Ensuring social justice, on the other hand,
is a common responsibility that we all share. While the
trial has concluded, the struggle to eradicate hatred is
ongoing. Our God challenges us to love our neighbors
with open hearts and to see Christ’s presence in them.
May God allow us to be open to more difficult conversations and hard work as we seek to achieve peace and
unity. While those goals are challenging, it is not
impossible to attain them.
I pray that the Holy Spirit stirs up a desire in our hearts
to look for solutions to the problems we encounter.
May God watch over us and strengthen our resolve to
ensure that our nation remains indivisible with liberty
and justice for all.”
+Nelson J. Pérez
Archbishop of Philadelphia

Readings for the Week:
Monday:
1 Cor 15:1-8; Jn 14:6-14
Tuesday:
Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6: Jn 15:1-8
Thursday:
Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11
Friday:
Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17
Saturday:
Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21
Sunday:
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48;
1 Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17

April 20, 2021
Dear Members of the Villanova Community,
April 20, 2021, will be one of those dates that we will
remember where we were when we heard the news.
Today, a jury of his peers found Derek Chauvin guilty of
the murder of George Floyd.
This past year has been a period of deep pain, anxiety and uncertainty for many of us. May 25, 2020, was a
moment when our community and world experienced —
and re-experienced — feelings of grief, loss and anger
at injustices that have occurred for far too long.
With the outcome of this trial now known, but with the
acknowledgement that there is still much work to do, let
us come together as a community. Let us continue to
acknowledge the trauma experienced far too often by
Black Americans and actively commit to the work of
anti-racism and justice inherent in our mission as an
Augustinian Catholic university. Today is not a
celebration, but a recognition of the work that still needs
to be done before true change and healing can occur.
We must continue in our commitment to Caritas;
We must continue to be restless for justice;
And we must continue to be rooted in accountability
as we advance the work of anti-racism at
Villanova and in our communities.
Facing the real consequences of racial injustice in
our country is not easy. If you are struggling, know that
you are not alone, and that connections, support and
resources can be found through the Office of Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion; the Office for Mission and Ministry;
the Counseling Center; CASA: and Office of Intercultural
Affairs, just to name a few areas.
As we work through this challenging time, let us
Pray for the soul of George Floyd and all others who
have lost their lives unjustly, and for their families and
friends who continue to mourn. Let us work toward
healing the wounds that have been created in our
community and our country. And let us pray for a more
just and peaceful world. As Villanovans we will do our
part to create it — starting right here with our own
community and our own University.
We do this important work with each other, and for
each other. Together we can, and will, face whatever
comes.
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Sincerely,
Rev. Peter M. Donohue, OSA
President

Schedule of Events for the
week of: May 2, 2021

Mon., May 3rd
12:05PM-RMCH
Tues., May 4th
12:05PM-RMCH
Wed., May 5th
12:05PM-RMCH
Thurs., May 6th
12:05PM-RMCH
Fri., May 7th
12:05PM-RMCH
Sat., May 8th
9:00AM-RMCH
5:00PM-RMCH
Sun., May 9th
7:30AM-VNCH
9:00AM-RMCH
10:30AM-VNCH

Saints Philip and James
Mary and John O’Donnell
Easter Weekday
Noreen O’Connor - Jerry O’Connor
Easter Weekday; Blessed Vincent
Soler & Companions
Deceased Members of the Lynch
Family
Easter Weekday
Ann P. McDonagh - Kelleher Family
Easter Weekday; Blessed Maria
Of Saint Joseph of Alvarado
Angelo & Carmela Scioli
Easter Weekday; Our Lady of
Grace
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Mother’s Day Triduum
Mother’s Day Triduum
Mother’s Day Triduum

REGISTER NOW FOR
ALL CLASSES AT
St. Thomas of Villanova Preschool
for September 2021
Call today for more information or to
schedule a tour
Space is still available in our
3 and 4 Year Old Full & Half Day Classes
Office: 610-525-7554
Email: stv.maryshouse1@gmail.com
Website: www.stvpreschool.org
Our services and employment are provided
in a non-discriminatory manner, without
regard to race, sex, color, national origin,
ancestry, religious creed, disability and age.
Class Times: 8:30am - 11:30am
8:30am - 12:30pm
8:30am - 3:30pm

AS A RESULT OF THE CORONAVIRUS, MOST
PARISH EVENTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
Monday, May 3, 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH
Bell Choir Rehearsal-RMCH

12:05PM
7:15PM

Tuesday, May 4, 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH

12:05PM

Wednesday, May 5, 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH

12:05PM

Thursday, May 6, 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH

12:05PM

Friday, May 7, 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH

12:05PM

Saturday, May 8 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH
FIRST COMMUNION—VNCH
FIRST COMMUNION-VNCH
Vigil Mass-RMCH

9:00AM
10:30AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Sunday, May 9, 2021
Sunday Mass-VNCH
Sunday Mass-RMCH
Sunday Mass-VNCH
Baptism-VNCH
Baptism-VNCH

7:30AM
9:00AM
10:30AM
1:00PM
2:00PM

Mission Statement Revised
After extensive discussions and consultation with
parishioners, the Parish Council endorsed a revision of our Mission Statement:
St. Thomas of Villanova is a Stewardship
parish in the Roman Catholic, Augustinian
tradition. We strive to be welcoming and
diverse, cultivating a caring community,
which inspires its members to bear
joyful witness to our faith in Jesus Christ
through active participation in vibrant
liturgies, hospitality, service, formation,
and evangelization. Following the example
of our patron, St. Thomas of Villanova,
we are committed to social justice,
serving the poor and vulnerable,
recognizing the gifts of all
women and men.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

Congratulations to the newly Baptized member of
our parish:
Arch, son of Ray and Elizabeth Moore
Resting in Peace:
Mrs. Anne Marie Mason
Remember those in need of our prayers, especially:
Katherine Breck, Brynn Busby, Peter Cellucci, Austin
DePetris, Bob Farley, Lina Fulton, Martin Gollin, Patricia
Ann Harley, Joe Hopko, Sam Horsey, Maureen Kelleher,
Bridget Kelly, Sara Keohane, Bernard Ledieu, Ashley
Lythgoe, Pamela LaMonaca, Joe Massaua, Mary Jane
Newman, Chris Pastore, Bill Riley, Michael Salucci,
Theresa Sherwin and Robert J. Wahl
Please pray for our soldiers assigned in Afghanistan
and in other parts of the world. Please also pray for
the soldiers who are returning from their assignments,
especially the wounded.

PRAYER LINE
The parish prayer line is waiting for your prayer requests. Please contact stvprayerline1@gmail.com or
Marie DellaGreca at 856-981-7761 to activate the
parish prayer line. We have parish teams available for
your special intentions.
DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP
This ministry is for parish families who are in crisis
or for parish couples welcoming a new baby. Homemade dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators
keep a list of volunteers who are called as needed. If
you are in need of this delicious community support,
please contact Sarah Breck at 610-975-0444
MOTHER AND NEW FAMILY SUPPORT MINISTRY
Parishioner and nurse practitioner volunteer offers
support to new moms and their families who are
navigating the complexities of motherhood and the
addition of a new baby to the family. Contact Suzanne
Foley at 610-952-0147 or or Cathy Van Kula at
610.525.4801 ext 221.

MANNA BAGS will be distributed at all our Masses on the weekend of May 8th and 9th. You can also
pick up the bags the following week from the Parish Center.
Kindly return your filled MANNA Bag (or your own grocery bags) to the Parish Center Lobby before
Monday May 24th or to the Rosemont Chapel the weekends of May 15-16 or May 22-23. You may
also bring your filled bags to our "Fire and Ice" Pentecost Celebration on Sunday May 23rd from
1:00-3:00pm in the Rosemont Chapel parking lot.
Nonperishable items in greatest need are: beef stew, tuna fish, fruit, vegetables, pasta, soups, rice,
peanut butter, jelly, pork and beans, and shelf stable milk.
If you are not able to bring a filled bag, feel free to donate online instead:
https://yougivegoods.com/ndsmanna
Thank you for reaching out to people in emergency situations. While all ages are represented in the
faces of hunger, sadly the burden of poverty rests most heavily on our children. Your gift of food will
be delivered to our sister parish, St. Cyprian, to stock their food pantry which serves over 300 families in
need in West Philadelphia.
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The STV Parish Community striving for integrity and accountability in response
to the sexual abuse crisis in the Church.
As relevant news and background items come to light, we will highlight them here for your reading and thought.
Two-year ‘window’ for abuse lawsuits gets new support in Pennsylvania
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/247388/two-year-window-for-abuse-lawsuits-gets-new-support-in-pennsylvania
A Historic Resignation: Vatican holds U.S. bishop accountable for concealing clergy sexual abuse
https://international.la-croix.com/news/religion/a-historic-resignation/14164
Chicago priest steps aside after Tik Tok allegation
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/247395/chicago-priest-steps-aside-after-tik-tok-allegation
Vatican suspended canonical investigation of Detroit priest
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/247392/vatican-suspended-canonical-investigation-of-detroit-priest
Wisconsin attorney general to investigate sex abuse by Catholic clerics
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/247394/wisconsin-attorney-general-to-investigate-sex-abuse-by-catholic-clerics
Note: If you access these items from the parish website, the hotlinks can save a lot of error-prone typing.

STV SUMMER
SERVICE CAMPS
We are excited to be offering a stewardship
service camp for 2021! This year’s STV
Summer Service Camp will focus on aspects
of Catholic Social Teaching. Camp will follow a modified in-person format following CDC
guidelines with most days spent on-site at St. Thomas
of Villanova. 1 Day will be spent
off-site with an outdoor service opportunity.
Participants will take a bus to the service site. Each
day of camp will provide an opportunity for service,
games & prayer.
To register contact Maria Luby
fl-youth@stvparish.org or go this link:
https://tinyurl.com/hkt73yy2
Dates for Camp are:
Good Stewards Camp: 6/28 - 7/2/21
For rising 6th, 7th, 8th
Hours: 9:00-1:00pm, cost: $150
Kids Care Camp: 7/12 - 7/16/21
for rising 3rd, 4th, 5th
Hours: 9:00-1:00pm. cost: $125

Mother’s
Day
Triduum
Mother’s Day Cards for the Triduum of
Masses for Mothers — May 9, 10 and 11, 2021
are still available this year.
If you would like to receive some
Mother’s Day Cards, you can either stop by
the Parish Office or call Kathy at 610-525-4801
or email office@stvparish.org, and we will be
happy to send some cards to you.
The Parish Office Is open Monday-Thursday,
9:00am to 4:30pm, and on Friday
9:00am to 1:00pm.
If you wish to have your Mother, Grandmother, Aunt,
Wife, Sister, Friend or Other (Living or
Deceased), included in our Mother’s Day
Book which will be kept in the Rosemont
Chapel during the three days of the Triduum, please
contact us with the name or
names of your loved ones.

Questions? contact Maria Luby

fl-youth@stvparish.org
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2021 RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVES
Thursday, May 13, 2021
Monday, June 21, 2021
2:00pm to 7:00pm at St. Thomas of Villanova
Rosemont Auditorium
To Sign up: www.Redcrossblood.org —
USE THE SPONSOR CODE; StThomasRosemont or call 1-800-RedCross
All blood, platelet and plasma donations will be tested for COVID-19 antibodies. Here's what donors need to know:
- The COVID-19 antibody test used by the Red Cross is authorized by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration and may indicate if the donor’s immune system has produced antibodies to the
coronavirus, regardless of whether they developed symptoms.
- The Red Cross is not testing to diagnose an illness, referred to as a diagnostic test. Individuals who
believe they may be ill with COVID-19 should not present to donate until they are symptom free for 28 days.
- The blood donation process will not change — donations will be tested using samples obtained at the time
of donation. There will be no charge to donors.
- Due to the anticipated high demand, appointments are highly encouraged.
- Donors can expect to receive the results of their antibody test within 7 to 10 days of their donation through
the Blood Donor App or donor portal at RedCrossBlood.org.
- Donors need to have a successful donation to receive the COVID-19 antibody test results. Per standard
donation procedure, only successful donations are sent to our laboratory for testing.

For questions about eligibility: call 1 800-RED-CROSS

LEND YOUR VOICE TO SUPPORT
THE EFFORTS
OF CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES (CRS)
Your voice is needed. Climate change has affected
many farmers living in poverty around the world with
longer droughts, erratic rainfall, flooding and damaged
crops from pests and disease. These challenges are
only exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. Pope
Francis reminds us that we are responsible for our
sisters and brothers in need and asks that we provide
“the financial resources and technical assistance needed to help [other countries] deal with climate change
and promote sustainable development.”
How can you help? Urge your members of Congress to
provide robust multilateral funding for poverty-focused
international assistance programs, particularly investing
in the Green Climate Fund. Why now? The effects of
climate change have a direct impact on hunger and
malnutrition worldwide. If we want to prevent more hunger and malnutrition, we must act now. Join us in leading the way to end global hunger. Visit www.crs.org for
more information. If you are interested in getting involved here at St. Thomas, please contact Cathy Van
Kula at 610.525.4801 ext. 221 to learn more about our
new CRS Chapter.

Mercy Ministry
Marijuana
17 states that have legalized recreational
marijuana. Lt Gov John Fetterman, now running
for US Senate, attended, along with 4,000 others,
the PA Cannabis Festival in Kutztown this month.
90% of Americans agree with legalization in some
form.
Many will have children and grandchildren that will
grow up in a legalized environment and may have
kids that will be negatively impacted by substance
use. It's important to get educated! Today, it is an
entirely different drug than the Woodstock
days! So listen to the YouTube. Check out
www.learnaboutsam.org
Get the book Smoke Screen: What the Marijuana
Industry Doesn't Want You to Know. Check out
www.momstrong.org (unmasking the marijuana
charade). The Mom who started this lost her son at
age 31. He wrote "marijuana killed my soul and
ruined my brain".
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To all High School Graduating Seniors

ST. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA PARISH COMMUNITY
will honor all
2021 GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
for a
SPECIAL BLESSING MASS
SATURDAY - May 15th - 5:00PM
There will be an Outdoor reception following the Mass.
Students will receive a special gift from the parish.

Location: Rosemont Chapel
RSVP:
610.525.4801 For
information or questions,
call 610-525-4801.

LIFE IS NOT
A DRESS
REHEARSAL
“God calls you to make definitive choices…
to discover that plan and to respond to your
vocation is to move toward personal fulfillment.”
Pope Francis
If you are interested in learning more about the
Order of St. Augustine and what it means to be
an Augustinian, please visit our website:

www.augustinianvocations.org

Do not despair – If you or
someone you know
needs help, CONTACT:
DelcoSvdpHelp@gmail.com
St. Thomas of Villanova
Anti-Racism Committee (ARC)
If you are interested in joining with other parishioners
to explore ways to bring racial justice work to life in
our parish through reflection, conversation, prayer
and action, please contact the chair of the parish
committee, Anne Minicozzi at
610.525.4801.
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Join us at our

FIRE & ICE
Pentecost Celebration
MAY 23RD — 1:00PM—3:00PM

The STV Family Life committee invites all
parishioners to our first Pentecost Celebration!




Stop by and grab a Kona Ice, or a Spicy Snack
 Take a chance on a Fire & Ice Raffle basket.
Help out at a distanced Family Service Project.
BYO Chair

Wear Red

Wear Mask

This event will take place in the
Rosemont Chapel Parking Lot.
Questions or to RSVP - Maria
Luby 610.525.4801 ext. 225

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK OF THE MAIN LINE (IHN)
Meeting for Volunteers via Zoom
Tuesday, May 4, 2021 — at 7:00pm
For over 25 years, our parish has hosted homeless families through our affiliation with
Interfaith Hospitality Network of the Main Line (IHN). Due to the constraints of COVID-19,
IHN's rotational hosting model has been suspended for the time being. As a result, over
18 months have passed since we have been able to welcome families to our parish center.
Please join IHN Executive Director Allegra Cressman and IHN Program Manager Elizabeth
Bertolet for an update on IHN's work throughout the pandemic and hear about the future
plans for our parish's continued participation in and support of this ministry. This gathering is
for past, present and future volunteers. All are welcome to join in and to learn more about
the wonderful work that IHN does to address homelessness in our community, one family at
a time. If you have any questions and/or would like to receive the Zoom link, please contact
Cathy Van Kula 610.525.4801 ext. 221.
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ST. ALOYSIUS ACADEMY NEWS
Saint Aloysius Academy located in Bryn Mawr, PA
is the only Kindergarten through 8th grade, all-boy,
Private Catholic Academy in the Philadelphia five county metropolitan area. For the past 125 years,
Saint Aloysius has provided students with a faithcentered, value-oriented education which develops
character, encourages service and leadership, and
prepares students to meet the challenges of life. From
the chapel to classroom, from the athletic field to the
bands and choirs, St. Aloysius Academy has been a
loving, supportive community for so many since 1895.
For more information about St. Aloysius or to
arrange a private tour, please contact the Director
of Admissions at 610-525-1670 ext. 312 or
www.staloysiusacademy.org

Mary Mother of Captives / ADROP
Prison Ministry Programs
Mary Mother of Captives
A support group for families coping with a loved one
in prison. Support Meetings are held at the following
locations at 7:00pm: 1st Thursday of the month at
St. Cyprian Parish in the Community Hall and 2nd
Thursday of the month at St. Charles Church in
Drexel Hill.
All Attendees Remain Confidential.
Visit the imprisoned. Be a Pal.
Become a Pen Pal!
MMOC /ADROP Pen Pal Program: In prison sometimes the only contact with the outside world is in the
form of letters. Mail Call is better when you receive a
warm and friendly letter from the outside world. Pen
Pal Writers are needed to write to the poorest of the
poor.
For more Meeting and Pen Pal information,
Please call 610-259-3178 or email:
MaryMotherOfCaptives@Augustinian.org.
Please pray for all those in our prisons.

PRAYER FOR HEALING FROM COVID 19
Comfort us, O Lord, for we are like your
disciples on the storm-tossed seas,
unsettled by what lies ahead.
We turn to You, our Healer and Guide,
to hear our prayer and still our hearts
in our time of need:
Heal those who are sick with the coronavirus
and protect the elderly and most vulnerable.
Give strength to all who tend to our
health and wisdom to researchers
who work toward a cure.
Open our eyes and hearts
that we may look beyond our immediate
needs to care for others who need help.
Through the Holy Spirit, guide our leaders
to make wise decisions for the welfare of
all the people they serve. Grant eternal
rest to those who have died from the virus,
and grant us, Our Lord and Savior,
a prompt end to this illness
through the intercession of Mary,
Our Mother and Comfort of the Sick. Amen.
(This prayer will be recited by the congregation immediately
prior to the beginning of our Masses.)

Fitzpatrick College of
Nursing’s Villanova Reachout
Welcomes Socially Isolated
Older Adult Referrals

Do you know a lonely older adult who can benefit
from free, regular, social calls from a trained
Villanova volunteer? The Fitzpatrick College of
Nursing's GiG has launched Villanova ReachOut ,
connecting Villanova students, staff or faculty with
older adults experiencing social isolation or
loneliness. Weekly calls between the pair are
voluntary and do NOT provide health advice. All
volunteers receive training and have contact with a
Nursing faculty member.
Please share with any older adult who would like to
be partnered with a volunteer. Referrals can be
made via reachout@villanova.edu, 610-519-5969 or
through the online form.
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