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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   

MAY 19, 2019 

Stewardship Thought for the Week 
 

“I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you also should love one another."  
                                                (John 13:34) 
 
It is easy to love someone when they love you back.  But it 
takes strength and courage to love someone when we feel 
unappreciated, used or feel our opinion doesn’t matter.  It 
takes courage to “love my neighbor” when he may be 
someone I don’t like, someone I don’t know or someone  
that doesn’t look like me. 

 
 

 A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:  
 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
 
 The apocalyptic vision of John in Revelation offers the hopeful statement, “Behold, I make all 
things new.”  Jesus tells us in the Gospel, “I give you a new commandment:  love one another.”  The 
enthusiastic proliferation of the Gospel recounted in Acts of the Apostles highlights the energy which 
possessed the first wave of Christians, empowering them to preach and teach this new way of looking at 
things.  To put their lives on the line, going out to places and people they had never before encountered, 
was an act of love for those who had been so deeply impressed by Jesus Christ that they could not keep 
from dynamically proclaiming his good news.  The old way was more inclined to judgment than 
acceptance, exclusion than openness and compassion.  Along comes this charismatic figure whose 
primary emphasis is seeing the good in people, respecting them for their value as God’s children, and 
the fresh air of the Spirit awakens them to a new way of looking at themselves and others.  They were 
not enormously successful at first in the eyes of the word, but they eventually made an impact through 
their perseverance which has continued to this day. 
 
 The way of Jesus Christ was indeed new, his way of doing things stirringly uplifting.  The reason 
his followers were so keen to share their good news was that they felt reborn in spirit, wanting to 
encourage others, as they had come to believe, that they were worthy of God’s love as they experienced 
it from Jesus who had so evidently convinced them of it by his expansive love for them.  It is this new 
commandment that Jesus speaks of in today’s Gospel which, unfortunately, has yet to catch on as a  
way of life for the human race nowadays.  As yet, society and governments do not practice the universal 
acceptance and respect modeled by the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.  Our world is still marred and 
dominated by suspicion, mistrust, vengeance and hatred.   
 
 Therefore, the mission continues to fall to us, as it did for the first wave of Christians, to keep 
trying to spread the good news of God’s love in the face of sometimes overwhelming opposition.  But 
as long as we strive to practice this new commandment, there is always hope that more and more  
others will be inspired to follow our example and seek to love one another as Jesus loved us. 

Thank you for generosity for the weekend of May 
11 and 12, 2019:   
                                                                                                                             
    Number of Envelopes                        311                                                                              
    Envelope Amount                  $12,633.00 
    Loose Cash                             $1,847.25 
    Electronic Offerings                 $3,100.00 
    Other                                        $2,895.23         
          Total                                 $20,485.48 
           10% Tithe                          $2,048.55 
May 13, 2018                              $30,867.16 
 
 



2-180 St. Thomas of Villanova 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mon., May 20th        Easter Weekday; Saint Bernadette 
                                              of Siena    
12:05PM-RMCH        
Tues., May 21st       Easter Weekday; Saint Christopher 
                                                Magallanes & Companions    
12:05PM-RMCH      Dolores Abalo Mimo  - Felix l  
 Wed., May  22nd     SAINT RITA OF CASCIA  
12:05PM-RMCH        Deceased Members & Benefactors 
                                                   of O.S.A.    
Thurs., May 23rd      Easter Weekday                                              
12:05PM-RMCH        John Samoylo  -  Kristin Russo 
Fri., May 24th            Easter Weekday 
12:05PM-RMCH          
Sat., May 25th           Easter Weekday;  Saint Bede the    

Venerable; Saint Gregory VII; Saint 
Mary Magdalene de Pazzi 

9:00AM-RMCH             
5:00PM-RMCH          Joanne Tierney  - Gary & Karen 
   Farley  
Sun., May 26th         Sixth Sunday of Easter  
7:30AM-VNCH           For the Parishioners of St. Thomas  
9:00AM-RMCH          Mildred Lester  - Pegg Ewing 
10:30AM-VNCH         Fr. Michael Scuderiosa  - Mom & Dad 

 

 
Schedule of  Events for the  

week of:  May 19, 2019        
             Recitation of the Rosary  

                        after the daily Liturgy. 
 
 

Monday, May 20, 2019   
Centering Prayer  -RMCH                                              7:30AM 
Rosemont Care Center Ministry                                   10:15PM 
 Art Class  - PC1                                                           11:00AM 
Walking With Purpose Book Sale  - Aud                7:00-8:00PM 
 
Tuesday, May 21, 2019 
Scripture Sharing  - PC2                                               10:00AM 
Staff Meeting  - (Calendar)                                             1:00PM                
 
Wednesday, May 22, 2019 
Women’s 11th Step Spirituality Meeting—PC1              6:00AM 
Food Addicts in Recovery  - PC11                                 9:30AM 
Exercise Program   - Aud                                             10:00AM  
Honickman Ministry                                                      10:15AM 
Family Support Group  - Aud                                         7:00PM 
Environment Mtg  - PC1                                                7:00PM 
 
Thursday, May 23, 2019    
Rosemont Care & Rehab Mass                                     2:00PM 
Bell Practice—RMCH                                                    7:00PM 
 
Friday, May 24, 2019 
 
Saturday, May 25, 2019 
Baptism-RMCH                                                             5:00PM 
 
Sunday, May 26, 2019 
Rosemont Presbyterian Community     
                     Eucharistic Prayer Service                      10:30AM 
Baptisms-VNCH                                                           12:00PM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
STEWARDSHIP:  
 
    A WEEKLY TIP ON CARING FOR 
   OUR COMMON HOME 
 
It is important to learn lessons that first present them-
selves in family life:  how to show love and respect for 
life; the proper use of things; order and cleanliness; 
respect for local ecosystem and care for all creatures; 
how to learn and mature; how to ask without demand-
ing; saying “thank you” in genuine gratitude; controlling 
aggressiveness and greed.  “These simple gestures of 
heartfelt courtesy help to create a culture of shared life 
and respect for our surroundings.”   

 
On Care for our Common Home 

Wednesday, May 22, 7:00pm  
in the Parish Center 

 
With the help of qualified personnel from  
Villanova University, we hope to organize a 
Fall 2019 workshop of three or four  
sessions, perhaps on a weekday evening, 
about 90 minutes long, with refreshments  
and active participation.   
 
The purpose of the workshop would be to  
explore how our lifestyle impacts the earth as 
well as realistic opportunities for reducing 
those impacts on a local, regional and global 
basis in light of Pope Francis’ document on the 
care of creation and the United Nations’  
Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
Please join us on Wednesday, May 22, at 
7:00pm in the Parish Center of St. Thomas of 
Villanova and help us discover the best way 
forward for a workshop coming this Fall.  

http://momsinneedofmercy.blogspot.com/2010_04_01_archive.html
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
 
PRAYERLINE 
The parish prayer line is waiting for your prayer  
request.  Please contact stvprayerline@gmail.com or 
Millie Seeds at 610-353-2025 to activate the parish 
prayerline.  We have parish teams available for your 
special intentions. 
    
DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP 
This ministry is for parish families who are in crisis or  
for parish couples welcoming a new baby. Homemade 
dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators keep a 
list of volunteers who are called as needed. If you are in 
need of this delicious community support, please call   
Maria Gunn at 610-291-7205. 
 
ST. FRANCIS INN 
Volunteers are needed to serve the midday meal at the 
St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday, June 16th.    
The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily needs of the 
poor and homeless people they serve with food,  
clothing and hospitality. This ministry is open to anyone 
16 years or older.  For more information and to sign up, 
contact our parish coordinator, Sheila Holst at 610-659-
5828 or hagan1126@verizon.net.  
 
MOTHER AND NEW FAMILY SUPPORT MINISTRY 
Parishioner and nurse practitioner volunteer offers  
support to new moms and their families who are 
navigating the complexities of motherhood and the  
addition of a new baby to the family.  Contact Suzanne 
Foley at 610-952-0147 or suzannefoley@yahoo.com or 
Cathy Van Kula at service@stvparish.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We wish a warm welcome to the newest members of our 
parish: 
Joe & Alix Casciato & Family of Wayne 
Ross James DiBono of Bryn Mawr 
 
Congratulations to the newly Baptized members of our 
parish:  
Jesse John, son of Joseph & Anne Burns 
Conor Luke, son of Kevin & Kelly Corbett 
James Patrick, son of James & Ashley McFadden 
Tucker Patrick, son of Tyler & Bridget Tolson 
 
Resting in Peace: 
Mr. George Corby, cousin of Fr. Michael  
Mrs. Pamela D. Delaney, twin sister of Phyllis D. Kent 
 
Remember those in need of our prayers, especially: 
Katherine Breck, Brynn Busby, Austin DePetris,  Martin 
Gollin, Patricia Ann Harley, Bridget Kelly, Sara Keohane, 
Pamela LaMonaca, Bert Rodgers, and Robert  J. Wahl. 
 

Please pray for our soldiers assigned in Afghanistan 
 and in other parts of the world.  Please also pray  

for the soldiers who are returning from 
 their assignments, especially the wounded. 

 WELCOME VISITORS 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today.  If you are 
visiting our beautiful church or chapel, please know 

you are most welcome!  
If you have questions or are interested in 

 joining our parish community, 
 please call the parish office at 610-525-4801. 

  

 

“Eucharistic Adoration  
Assistants Needed” 

 
Please consider serving as a Eucharistic  

Adoration Assistant on several First Fridays a  
year following the 12:05 Mass in Rosemont 
 Chapel.  This ministry is not difficult and is  

truly a gift because it shares in a time of  
special grace for all present.  If interested  

please email Ann Rafferty at:  
raffertyannh@gmail.com 

Join us 

    Tuesday, June 18th     
    from 6:00—8:00pm 
   
  
     A Parish Team is needed to roll up their 
sleeves and work at the Giving Factory at its 
NEW LOCATION: 
  

4700 Wissahickon Avenue, Suite 142 
Philadelphia, PA  

  
     We will sort clothing, clean and repair toys,  
and prepare gift bags for needy children all over 
the Delaware Valley.  Middle school students and  
older are welcome. 
  
     RSVP to: 
     Cheryl Gibson 8gibson@comcast.net 
     or Cathy Van Kula service@stvparish.org. 
  

mailto:suzannefoley@yahoo.com
mailto:service@stvparish.org
mailto:raffertyannh@gmail.com
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First Holy Communion  
2019 

 
We congratulate our boys and girls who 

 received the Eucharist for the first time this May.   
  

We also congratulate their families and teachers who 
brought them to this point in their lives.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Elizabeth Ask     Alexander Llinn 
  Alexis Arcuri      Brodie Linn 
  Jackson Bacani     Charlotte LoPiccolo 
  Philip Bellaria     Michael Manzi 
  Daniel Bialka      Thomas Manzi 
  Mia Breen      Marin McFadden 
  Katharine Brochu     Caroline McGlinn 
  Lucia Brosso      Natalia Momplaisir 
  Colin Brown      Sean Moran-Moughan 
  Declan Carter     Sean Mucksavage 
  Vivienne Carter     Maeve Mullin 
  Matteo Chadha     Clara Murphy 
  Serena Curtin     Charlotte Noller 
  Hadley Evanoka     Maeve Quisenberry 
  Piersen Evans     Meredith Rayer 
  Roarke Fisk      Susan Rayer 
  Elizabeth Gatenby     Ryan Ruggieri 
  Liam Geary      Kennedy Ryan  
  Isabella Gibbons     Lucy Salvucci 
  Casey Gillen      Katharine Santillo 
  Paul Graham      Charles Saylor 
  Joseph Graversen     William Snyder 
  Aislin Gray      Nathaniel Spears 
  William Gross     Benjamin Speitel 
  Andrew Haas     Leo Strippoli 
  Penelope Haines     Taylor Strohm 
  Charlotte Hayward     Calvin Teehan 
  Harry Hicks, Jr.     Andrew Tyburski 
  Irene Hormigos     Lucas Van Horn 
  Charles Jones     Jackson Voiner 
  Maren Jones      Alivia Wallis 
  Molly Jones      Bridget Wildt 
  Brayden Kline     Keller Wiley 
  Maginley Krugler     Campbell Young 
  Emma Librandi  
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Congratulations to the Students and Staff at STV Preschool who 
will be celebrating the closing of classes on June 5, 2019. 

Have a happy summer to all of our families. 
 

2018-2019 Faculty and Staff at St. Thomas of Villanova Preschool 
  Mary Kurek   Christine Humble  Carrie O’Donovan 
  Jacque Paolantonio  Patrice Temple-West  Nancy McKeown 
  Peggy Law   Cathy Cardano  Joan Hawley 
  Kate Spagnoletti  Sam Carroll   Christina Dietzler   

  
  

Four Year Olds:   Teacher:  Mrs. Christine Humble 
    Gavin Brown   Addy Castelani  Zelda Conley 
  Leo Ferrante   Teresa Gallino  Poppy Gatenby 
  Tyler Kreusser   Paige Kuhn   Miguel Lim  
  Saul McCormack  Emi Mendoza   Claire Park 
  Madeleine Rock  Stacia Tamburro  Lucas Yao   
   

******************** 
  

5 Day Three Year Olds:   Teacher:  Mrs. Carrie O’Donovan 
  Catherine Galloway  Calvin Golden   Clarke Hobson 
  Jane Hozack   David McAndrew  Caroline Newell 
  Kei Ohira   Anne Slattery   Brendan Slattery 
  Ruth Slattery   Savannah Yu   
  

 

          *****************************     
  

 3 Day Three Year Olds:  Teacher:  Miss Mary Kurek 
   James Buzz   Joobin Chang   Collin Elger 
   Carmen Gallino  Hadley Heird   Matthew Ickes 
   Margaret Quisenberry Morgan Storck  Nicholas Young 
 
 

 ******************************** 
 

Two Year Olds:  Teacher:  Mrs. Jacque Paolantionio  
  Isabelle Ask   Hali Cruz-Radio  Nora Kuhn 
  Brennan Reilly  Elizabeth Rock   Daley Smith 
 

*************************** 
 

    
Preschool registrations are now being taken for the  2019-2020 School Year.  Classes are available for  2, 3, 4  
and 5 year olds.  Children must be 2, 3 or 4 by October 1, 2019 for their prospective classes.   Full and half day  
options are available.  If interested, please call the Preschool Office at 610-525-7554 and be sure to visit the 
website at www.stvpreschool.org. 

http://www.stvpreschool.org
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Better Nutrition, Better Tomorrow: 
Bread for the World’s 2019 Offering of Letters to Congress 

 
              Our parish’s participation in the Bread for the World (BFW)  2019 Offering of Letters is critical to ensure 
“better nutrition” for a “better tomorrow” around the globe.  BFW is a Christian, bipartisan organization that urges our 
nation’s decision makers to end hunger and food insecurity at home and abroad.  Only by changing 
policies, programs and conditions that allow hunger and food insecurity to persist will we eventually end hunger.   
This advocacy for social justice is as important as our charitable works to provide for the basic human needs of all. 
               Consider  Uganda’s  Esther Okwir who was nearly five months pregnant with her first child when she 
walked a mile to her local clinic for a nutrition lesson.   After a morning’s work in her family’s fields, Esther joined 
three dozen other moms-to-be and new mothers gathered around a midwife who promised a great future for their 
children.   Esther and the other attendees were skeptical as they were well aware of the harsh reality of life in 
northern Uganda, where a child’s mere survival was at risk due to challenging political and environmental circum-
stances.  A half century of conflict and poverty had left a legacy of malnutrition and a dismal healthcare system.  

In northern Uganda, the death rate of children under age 5 is among the worst in the world: 90 per 1,000 
live births.  Of the children who survive, 40 percent are stunted physically and cognitively with irreversible life 
consequences due to malnutrition. Esther and her husband had grown up during years of political terror, when 
families abandoned their farms and scrambled to find safety.  With peace recently restored, Esther believed she 
was fortunate to give birth at a time when her country made improving child nutrition and reducing stunting a  
priority.  Doing her part, Esther eagerly embraced a new initiative known as Harvest Plus, a U.S. government-
funded program integrating agriculture and nutrition.  Harvest Plus raises the nutrient levels already in staple  
crops, ensuring that more vitamins and minerals enter the diets of poor farmers.  Esther and her husband, both 
smallholder farmers, planted the new Harvest Plus crops, and come harvest time, Esther included the two  
vegetables in nearly every meal.  She had a healthy pregnancy and delivered a robust baby boy named 
Rodgers.  As he grew, Rodgers was clearly beating the odds of a child in Uganda: his development was outpacing 
the growth charts, and he was neither malnourished nor stunted. 
                To accelerate progress on nutrition worldwide, we must scale up what we know works: improved access 
to nutritious foods, vitamins and minerals, clean water and sanitation, promotion of breastfeeding, and treatment for 
severe malnutrition. Current funding is not enough to reach our global nutrition goals, and powerful political forces 
are pushing to curtail poverty-focused assistance.  All children like Rodgers deserve the opportunity to live a healthy 
life and reach their full potential. 
                As people of faith, we are called to care for one another and speak out for those in need.  Please join us 
on the weekend of June 8-9 when our parish will hold its annual BFW letter writing campaign to urge our federal 
lawmakers to adequately fund programs and develop policies to protect and sustain the progress made over the 
past several years to reduce hunger and provide for better nutrition worldwide.  Your persistent and faithful 
advocacy will be very important in defending the interests of people who are hungry as Jesus has challenged us to 
do.  Your letters in these offerings are effective and are one of the best ways to demonstrate to our Congressional 
representatives that you really care about the issue. 

 
Thank you to WHHY’s Annette John-Hall who 

joined us on Tuesday, May 7th as part of our 
Women’s Speaker Series.   Speaking on 

“Privilege:  The Wedge between Black and  
White Women”, Annette shared many personal 
experiences and challenged those in attendance  

to reflect on their own responses to race and  
privilege.    

 
 Special thanks to parishioner Susan Fitzgerald 

 for coordinating the evening and to all who 
 attended and were part of the conversation. 
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St. Thomas of Villanova Church 
Stewardship Summer Camps 

 
We would like to invite parishioners to register their 

student for the 2019 St. Thomas of  
Villanova Stewardship Summer Camps. 

 
 Camps begin each day in the Rosemont 

 Auditorium & then campers travel by bus to  
other locations for team building, service & fun!  

 
To register your child, please contact Maria Luby, 

Dir. Family Life & Youth Ministry: 
 fl-youth@stvparish.org or 610-525-4801 X225   

 
Camp Hours: Monday-Friday, 10:00am-2:00pm    
 
Week of 6/24/19, Good Stewards: 
    For rising 6th, 7th, 8th.              Cost: $125  
 
Week of 7/8/19, Kids Care: 
    For rising 3rd, 4th, 5th.              Cost: $100  
 

High School counselors needed!  
Please volunteer your time! 

 
 
 
 

MANNA BAGS were distributed  
at all of our Masses last weekend.   

  
Kindly return your filled MANNA     
Bag (or your own grocery bags) 

this weekend. 
  

Nonperishable food items in greatest need are:     
      canned macaroni, canned meats and tuna, 
      peanut butter (small jars), white rice and 
      cereal.  

Your gift of food will be delivered to the  
Patrician Society’s Emergency Food  

Cupboard in Norristown.   
  

If you are not able to bring a filled bag, feel free to do-
nate online instead:   
     https://yougivegoods.com/mannadrive 

Join us for  
  
  
  
   

 Sr. J. Sheila Galligan, IHM 
Theology Dept. 

Immaculata University 
  

Getting Acquainted  
With C S Lewis   

Thursday, May 23, 2019  —  7:30pm 
Iron Hill Brewery 

60 Greenfield Avenue 
Ardmore, PA   19003 

  
Come meet other area YACs! 

Bring a friend!  All are welcome!  
RSVP:  stvyoungadults@gmail.com  

      Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.  

      High School and Youth Events 
 
Sunday May 19th Year End Youth Gathering 
Join us for a night of Faith, fun and friends!   
Emoji Bingo and more. 
 Middle School 5-6:30pm 
 High School 7—8:30pm 
Meet in Youth Room—enter thru auditorium 
 
Saturday, June 8th  
Calling all HS Seniors!  Join us for Mass on June 8th 
with a Special Blessing and Reception.  Please email 
Maria if you are interested in participating in Mass as a 
lector, usher, or greeter. 
 Maria Luby fl-youth@stvparish.org,  
 610.525.4801 ext 225 

 
 

Teen Music Ministry 
 

The Teen Music Ministry has 2 more Masses before the 
end of the 2018-19 school year.  The teens will lead the 
music on Saturday, May 25

th
 and on Saturday, June 8

th
 

at the 5:00pm Vigil Mass 
 
Any current 8

th
- 12

th
 grade singers or musicians 

interested in possibly getting involved should join us 
on Monday, May 20

th
 from 6:30-7:30 pm in the  

Rosemont Chapel for rehearsal.  If you are unable to 
attend the rehearsal, please contact Steph Twohig for 
more  information stwohig@sksschool.org  
 

NOTE FROM THE PARISH NURSE 
 

Blood Pressure Screening will be 
 discontinued  for the Summer Months 

 (June, July, August)  
 and will resume on September 17, 2019. 

 

mailto:stwohig@sksschool.org
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                              DISCOVERED 

                                ST. AUGUSTINE?  
 

     NOW MEET THE  
                                 AUGUSTINIANS                                                                                                            

  
 

   
If you are interested in learning more about the 
Order of St. Augustine and what it means to be 
an Augustinian, please visit our website:   
             

  www.augustinianvocations.org 

 
Readings for the Week: 
 
Monday:          Acts 14:5-18; Jn 14-21:26 
Tuesday:         Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14-27:31a   
Wednesday:    Aug I. 267: Prv 2:1-15 or Rom  
            12:9-21; Ps 27:1, 3-5, 11, 13; 
                         Jn 15:1-14     
Thursday:        Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11 
Friday:            Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17   
Saturday:         Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21 
Sunday            Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Rv 21:10-14, 
                        22-23; Jn 14:23-29     
   

 

Don’t Let 
sexual violence silence you.  
 
  Healing can start with a call. 
   Dial 1-888-800-8780 or visit 
   www.pacrimevictims.com/healing  

HONESTY, HEALING & HOPE IN CHRIST 
Confronting Sexual Violence in our 

Archdiocese 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      St. Augustine Parish in Philadelphia is an historic 
landmark, the first Augustinian church in the US.  They 
are engaged in a Capital Campaign for needed repairs 
and restoration, beginning with a celebration on June 
1st, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Villanova University’s 
Finneran Pavilion. 
 
     Villanova University was instituted from the parish in 
1842.  After an anti-immigrant mob burned the Church 
to the ground in 1844, one of our stained glass windows 
(St. Nicholas of Tolentine) was brought here to the  
Villanova church when it was founded in the 1880s. 
  
     The Capital Campaign Gala on June 1 at Villanova 
University will feature Coach Jay Wright as the keynote 
speaker and Jim Murray, former Eagles General  
Manager, as the Master of Ceremonies and Auctioneer. 
This event includes an Open Bar, Hors d’oeuvres and 
Buffet Dinner, a behind-the-scenes tour of the new  
Finneran Pavilion and an auction of memorabilia from 
the Philadelphia Eagles, Villanova Basketball, Tom 
Brady-signed items and more. 
 
Please consider supporting the Capital Campaign. 
Individual tickets are $100 each.  Call the parish office 
at St. Augustine’s (4

th
 and Vine, Philadelphia): 

 215-627-1838. 

 
St. Augustine 

Catholic Church 
 

Philadelphia 
Pennsylvania  

   SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

 October 3   —  Opening Day     
  WALKING WITH PURPOSE 

        WOMEN’S SCRIPTURE STUDY  
   Thursday Morning or 

 Thursday  Evening 
 October through April  

Free Childcare  
 REGISTRATION  NOW  OPEN  

Find Out What All the Buzz is About!  
 Please Contact Maria O’Malley 

 mariaomalley@comcast.net  
215-740-6742 

 

http://www.augustinianvocations.org
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St. Thomas of Villanova is hosting a  
FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP  

every Wednesday Evening at 7:00pm 
in the Rosemont Auditorium.  

 
     Family Groups are designed to meet the needs of  
those with loved ones who are currently in treatment, 
are using alcohol and/or drugs in a problematic manner 
or are in recovery.   
     Our mission is to help ourselves and in turn help  
others whose loved ones are struggling with addiction.  
     The purpose of these groups is to provide family  
members a confidential, safe place to find support,  
education, encouragement and hope on their own path 
to Recovery for Life.  
     Those 18 years and older are welcome.  

 
In God's Hands  
 
…..  is a new parish ministry serving 
families who are affected by miscarriage, 
stillbirth, and infant death.  Brochures with our mission 
and services are now available in the Parish Center as 
well as the entrances of the Rosemont Chapel. 
 
Did you know about all of the different ways we can 
help to serve those who are grieving?  Here are some  
of the ways (part two of three part series): 
 
Liturgies and Remembrances:  We dedicate a 
weekend mass annually to the babies in our parish and 
community who have been lost through a miscarriage, 
stillbirth, or early death. The liturgy is typically held in 
October, National Pregnancy and Infant Loss Aware-
ness Month, near the feast of St. Gerard Majella. If you 
are interested in participating in a more private service, 
please let us know.  Our priests can also provide the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick over ill infants, 
mothers who are suffering a miscarriage or perinatal 
loss, and families experiencing emotional distress over 
their loss. 
 
Burial Support:  If you have the opportunity to bury 
your child, and wish to do so, please contact us for 
helpful information.  We can connect you with Catholic 
merchants who carry small caskets for miscarried  
babies, as well as let you know of services local funeral 
home and cemeteries can provide to you.  If you have 
been told that you will miscarry, and plan to miscarry 
at home, we can point you to resources regarding  
collecting your baby's remains in a dignified manner. 
We are also here to help you navigate the process  
with your doctor or midwife. Our priests also wish to 
minister to you through a liturgy, prayer service, or 
graveside service. 
 
See future bulletins for more of our services to our  
community, and for more information on these unique 
and painful losses. Contact Brian and Cayce Farina at 
cayce.l.farina@gmail.com or 484-206-7975 for 
information and support. 
 

MERCY MINISTRY HAS JOINED AFIRE!! 
 

A F I R E 
Active Faith Implementing Relief in the Epidemic 

 
AFIRE is a faith-based movement designed to bring 
education, healing, hope, resources, advocacy and 
transformational action to families and communities 
struggling with addiction.  As members of AFIRE, we 
strive to put our Christian faith in action by providing 
relief to the afflicted — specifically individuals and  
families who are struggling in the midst of the addiction 
and overdose epidemic.  
 
We believe in the dignity of every human person  
as a child of God.  We seek to be a compassionate 
presence to the suffering.  We strive to be a voice for 
the voiceless and bring hope to the hopeless.  We act  
to bring light into the darkness.  
 
But we need you to help spread the light!  Please join us 
as we organize and brainstorm to bring this important 
ministry to our community.  
 
Contact:  Karen Farley at bizmgr@stvparish.org or  
                call the Parish at 610-525-4801 x 202 to  
                join this ministry.   

Thank you…. 
 
Thank you so much for your donations of sheets and 
bibles for Project Home's new Addiction house! Since 
that was so incredibly successful …  we are now looking 
to help the Kolbe Academy, the nation's first faith-based 
recovery school. It will be opening in Bethlehem, PA this 
August.  They are in need of cleaning supplies (Windex, 
Clorox wipes) and paper products (paper towels and 
tissues). Please drop off your donations to 
the Parish Center marked for the Mercy Ministry. 

Below is a link to a trailer for a documentary that will be 
shown on Sunday May 26 at 4:00pm on Fox 29.  
  
A documentary will be shown on Sunday, May 26 at 
4:00pm on Fox 29, co-produced by  
John Ricciutti and entitled “Remember the 27  
Crusaders.”   It recounts the lives, families and  
Northeast Philadelphia community of 27 sons of  
Father Judge HS who were lost in Vietnam.  
 
 The trailer can be accessed at:  https://youtu.be/
gzsgAsh2Qzw 

mailto:cayce.l.farina@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/gzsgAsh2Qzw
https://youtu.be/gzsgAsh2Qzw

