FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
APRIL 7, 2019

THROWING STONES

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

The woman caught in adultery is placed in the middle between Jesus and the scribes and
Pharisees. One can almost feel an atmosphere of tension in the confrontation as they ask him the
question, “What do you say?” We might correctly assume that Jesus was a little annoyed at this
interruption, especially since the Pharisees are obviously interested in trapping Jesus with a question that
puts him in defiance of either Roman law or Jewish law. If Jesus agreed that she should be stoned to
death, he would be defying Roman rule, since the Jews did not have the authority to put anyone to death,
but if he forgave her, he would be disregarding Mosaic law. So he wisely chooses not to answer, but to
pose his own question, inviting those without sin to cast the first stone, outwitting them by his ingenuity
and cleverness. Although the woman was technically guilty of breaking the law, Jesus had gone to the
heart of the matter, the spirit of the law, to shine light on the deeper question, that is, why she did this in
the first place. But it was evident they only wanted to embarrass and catch Jesus in a misstep in order to
discredit him. The woman was exploited, a mere pawn to be used as leverage, and not respected as
someone who deserved to be treated with compassion and understanding. This was most assuredly an
injustice, far greater than being caught in adultery.
Many years ago, one of our Nigerian Augustinians recounted a situation about a young woman
whose husband died, leaving her with no means of support. It was the custom of her tribe that her
husband’s family could reclaim everything because she had no standing, no legal claim to anything on her
own. They reclaimed the house and possessions, leaving her and the children without support of any
kind. Uneducated, she had no recourse but to beg, and when that was not enough, she had to resort to
prostitution, which led to her being condemned to death by stoning. How, you might ask, was justice done
in this situation?
Perhaps Jesus had similar thoughts when he made the statement about those without sin casting
the first stone. It would be consistent with his compassionate and understanding nature to consider that
sometimes there are reasons which drive people to do what they do, and they should be considered
before jumping to conclusions and meting out condemnation. We can apply this to the way we make our
own evaluations and form judgments. There are any number of circumstances which drive people to do
things which can be misjudged if we don’t take the time to consider them. So the moral of the story is that
our first thought should be to imitate the model of Jesus Christ, which is to take the high road of
compassion and engage the hard work of understanding, rather than to rush to condemn. It takes effort to
try to find out the “why” behind a person’s actions. Like Jesus, we should first address others with
compassion and respect, seeking to avoid judgment before throwing stones.
Stewardship Thought for the Week
“For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I
consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain
Christ…”
(Philippians 3:8)
The first commandment says that we should not put other gods
before the Lord. Sharing all of our gifts, our time in prayer, our
talent in charitable works and our treasure to support Church
needs helps us keep God first in everything. It helps us from
putting other gods before God. It helps us to use our gifts for
the glory of God and not for our own honor.

Thank you for your generosity for the weekend of
March 30 and 31, 2019:
Number of Envelopes:
Envelope Amount:
Loose Cash:
Electronic Offerings:
Other
Total
10% Tithe
April 1, 2018
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328
$10,215.00
$1,528.00
$7,888.60
$50.00
$19,681.60
$1,968.16
$19,886.87

TRIDUUM 2019
THE HOLIEST OF DAYS
HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 18TH
8:00PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Villanova Church
Solemn Adoration until 11:00PM
in Corr Hall Chapel

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 19TH
3:00PM Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Villanova Church

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 20TH
EASTER VIGIL
8:00PM Villanova Church

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 21ST
7:30AM - Villanova Church
9:00AM - Rosemont Chapel
9:30AM - Villanova Church
11:00AM - Rosemont Chapel
11:30AM – Villanova Church
There is no evening Mass on Easter Sunday.
FAST AND ABSTINENCE AND OTHER ACTS
OF PENANCE FOR LENT 2019
As part of our penitential practice, Catholics
who are 14 years of age and older are to abstain from
eating meat on Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent.
In addition, Catholics from the age of 18 through 59 are
to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. This
means limiting oneself to a single full meal, while the
other two meals on those days are to be light.
All the faithful are encouraged, when possible,
to participate at Mass and to receive the Holy Eucharist
daily, to celebrate frequently the Sacrament of Penance,
to undertake spiritual reading, especially the study of the
Sacred Scriptures, and to participate in parish Lenten
devotions as well as Lenten education programs.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is especially
recommended.
All are encouraged to participate in Operation
Rice Bowl which has aided countless hungry persons
here in the Archdiocese as well as throughout our nation
and our world.

LENTEN LITURGICAL
SCHEDULE
In past years in Lent we celebrated the Stations
of the Cross each Wednesday at 7:00pm at the
Villanova Church. Last year they were poorly
attended. Our Liturgy Committee and Parish
Council thought it might be helpful to try something
different, having services at both Villanova and
Rosemont, so this year we propose the following
on each Wednesday in Lent at 7:00pm:
April 10 - Communal Penance Service
(Villanova)
April 17 - Stations of the Cross, sponsored by
Mercy Ministry (Rosemont)
Please note that the Communal Penance
service was moved to the Wednesday before Holy
Week. In the past, it was on the Monday of Holy
Week.
Also, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be
offered at 6:30pm each Wednesday at the site of
the prayer service, alternating between Villanova
and Rosemont.
We hope that the variety of services and
alternating of locations will prove beneficial and
convenient for you to attend.

Readings for the Week:
Monday:

Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or
13:41c-62; Jn 8:12-20
Tuesday:
Nm 21:4-9; Jn 8:21-30
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95;
Jn 8:31-42
Thursday:
Gn 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59
Friday:
Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42
Saturday:
Ez 37:21-28; Jn 11:45:56
Sunday
Lk 19:28-40; Is 50:4-7; Phil 3:6-11;
Lk 22:14-23:56 or 23:1-49
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Schedule of Events for the
week of: April 7, 2019
Recitation of the Rosary
after the daily Liturgy.
Mon., April 8th
12:05PM-RMCH
Tues., April 9th
12:05PM-RMCH
Wed., April 10th
12:05PM-RMCH
Thurs., April 11th
12:05PM-RMCH
Fri., April 12th
12:05PM-RMCH
Sat., April 13th
9:00AM-RMCH
5:00PM-RMCH
Sun., April 14th
7:30AM-VNCH
9:00AM-RMCH
10:30AM-VNCH

Lenten Weekday
Deceased Members of the Lynch
Family
Lenten Weekday
Petrizzo, Lotito and Reagan Families
Lenten Weekday
John Fink - Family
Lenten Weekday; Saint Stanislaus
All Souls in Purgatory
Lenten Weekday;

Lenten Weekday; Saint Martin I
Deceased Members of the Parish
Peg and Jim Borden Eileen McGovern
PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION
OF THE LORD
For the Parishioners of St. Thomas
Graemer and Joan Hilton Matt and Shannon

St. Thomas
Preschool News
Preschool registrations are now being taken
for the 2019-2020 School Year. Classes are
available for 2, 3, 4 and 5 year olds.
If interested, please call the Preschool
Office at 610-525-7554 or visit the
website at www.stvpreschool.org.
Tours are scheduled for Tuesdays.
The Religious Education Program is
looking for interested adults to teach
next year in our 7th grade
Confirmation Preparation classes.

Team teaching is encouraged, so if
you and your spouse or fellow parishioners would like
to volunteer all are welcome.
No experience necessary! It is a unique opportunity to
get involved in this new grade level of faith formation
and be a part of creating a positive experience for our
7th grade students and their families.
For information, please contact Tara Penza, at
rel.ed@stvparish.org or call 610-525-4801 x 204.

Monday, April 8, 2019
Centering Prayer -RMCH
Art Class - PC1
Blaze—Youth Group

7:30AM
11:00AM
7:30PM

Tuesday, April 9, 2019
Preschool Spring Show
Scripture Sharing - PC2
SFC Mentors
Cradles to Crayons - offsite

9:30AM
10:00AM
1:00PM
6:00PM

Wednesday, April 10, 2019
Women’s 11th Step Spirituality Meeting—PC1
Food Addicts in Recovery - PC11
Exercise Program - Aud
Honickman Ministry
Religious Education Program
Family Support Group - Aud
Communal Penance Service - VNCH

6:00AM
9:30AM
10:00AM
10:15AM
4:45PM
7:00PM
7:00PM

Thursday, April 11, 2019
Walking with Purpose - Aud
Walking with Purpose - Aud
Bell Practice-RMCH
Friday, April 12, 2019
Daily Mass followed by Reconciliation
Saturday, April 13, 2019
Daily Mass followed by Reconciliation - RMCH
Sunday, April 14, 2019
No Religious Education Classes
Mom’s Easter Egg Hunt at Austin Park
In case of Bad Weather— Rosemont Auditorium
Rosemont Presbyterian Community
Eucharistic Prayer Service

9:00AM
7:00PM
7:15PM
12:05PM

9:00AM

10:15AM
10:30AM

ENCOUNTER
ONA

We encounter Ona in Gaza, where, despite
lack of economic opportunity, people pursue
their dreams by building businesses to better
their lives. How do your daily choices impact
others throughout the world? How can your
choices support the dignity of workers? Visit
crsricebowl.org for more Information.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE
PRAYERLINE
The parish prayer line is waiting for your prayer
request. Please contact stvprayerline@gmail.com or
Millie Seeds at 610-353-2025 to activate the parish
prayerline. We have parish teams available for your
special intentions.
We wish a warm welcome to the newest members of our
parish:
Seth and Samantha Reeser of Wayne
Resting in Peace:
Mr. Christopher Roletter, nephew of Fr. Michael
Remember those in need of our prayers, especially:
Katherine Breck, Brynn Busby, Austin DePetris, Martin
Gollin, Patricia Ann Harley, Bridget Kelly, Sara Keohane,
Pamela LaMonaca, Bert Rodgers, and Robert J. Wahl.
Please pray for our soldiers assigned in Afghanistan
and in other parts of the world. Please also pray
for the soldiers who are returning from
their assignments, especially the wounded.

THE ALLELUIA! MINISTRY
NEEDS YOU ON
EASTER SUNDAY
In 2018, we welcomed over 2,500 parishioners, extended family and visitors to our Vigil and
Easter Sunday Liturgies.
Would you be willing to share one hour
before and 15 minutes after the Easter Liturgy you
plan to attend to make sure that each person who
joins us for Easter will feel…..
WARM

WELCOMED

WANTED

WORTHY

What is the job description of an
Alleluia Minister?
Stand outside the doors of the church, opening the
doors, and expressing a warm welcome. After
Mass, you will stand outside doors, expressing a
goodbye and asking our guests to “come back”.
If you can be an Alleluia Minister to welcome
all who will join us this Easter, please contact
Cathy Van Kula at service@stvparish.org or
610-525-4801, ext. 221.

DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP
This ministry is for parish families who are in crisis or
for parish couples welcoming a new baby. Homemade
dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators keep a
list of volunteers who are called as needed. If you are in
need of this delicious community support, please call
Maria Gunn at 610-291-7205.

ST. FRANCIS INN
Volunteers are needed to serve the midday meal at the
St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday, April 21st.
The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily needs of the
poor and homeless people they serve with food,
clothing and hospitality. This ministry is open to anyone
16 years or older. For more information and to sign up,
contact our parish coordinator, Sheila Holst at 610-6595828 or hagan1126@verizon.net.
MOTHER AND NEW FAMILY SUPPORT MINISTRY
Parishioner and nurse practitioner volunteer offers
support to new moms and their families who are
navigating the complexities of motherhood and the
addition of a new baby to the family. Contact Suzanne
Foley at 610-952-0147 or suzannefoley@yahoo.com or
Cathy Van Kula at service@stvparish.org.

Join us

Tuesday, April 9th
from 6:00—8:00pm

A Parish Team is needed to roll up their
sleeves and work at the Giving Factory at its
NEW LOCATION:

4700 Wissahickon Avenue, Suite 142
Philadelphia, PA
We will sort clothing, clean and repair toys,
and prepare gift bags for needy children all over
the Delaware Valley. Middle school students and
older are welcome.
RSVP to:
Cheryl Gibson 8gibson@comcast.net
or Cathy Van Kula service@stvparish.org.
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GET READY FOR SOME
SPRING CLEANING!!

St. Thomas of Villanova Church
Stewardship Summer Camps
St. Thomas of Villanova Parish will be hosting a
clothing drive to benefit The Society of St. Vincent
de Paul.

Saturday, April 27th
12:00pm-4:00pm

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul will be using the
services of GreenDrop to support their clothing
drive. Look for the GreenDrop truck in the
Rosemont Chapel parking lot where an attendant
will be available to assist you with your donations.
Please place your donations of usable men’s,
women’s and children’s clothing in plastic bags or
boxes. Household items such as: kitchenware,
games/toys, small appliances under 50 pounds,
electronics, sporting goods, books, CDs & videos
are also accepted. Unfortunately, furniture, large
appliances, TVs or computer monitors cannot be
accepted. For a full list of acceptable items visit
www.gogreendrop.com.

We would like to invite parishioners to register
their student for the 2019 St. Thomas of
Villanova Stewardship Summer Camps.
Camps begin each day in the Rosemont
Auditorium & then campers travel by bus to
other locations for team building, service & fun!
To register your child, please contact Maria
Luby, Dir. Family Life & Youth Ministry:
ﬂ-youth@stvparish.org or 610-525-4801 X225
Camp Hours: Monday-Friday, 10:00am-2:00pm
Week of 6/24/19, Good Stewards:
For rising 6th, 7th, 8th.
Cost: $125
Week of 7/8/19, Kids Care:
For rising 3rd, 4th, 5th.

Cost: $100

High School counselors needed!
Please volunteer your time!

EXERCISE PROGRAM AT ST. THOMAS
Ageless Exercise, Inc. presents a unique exercise program for the young at heart consisting of range of
motion, strength training, weight bearing exercises, balance challenges; all done to upbeat fun music. Therapy
bands, hand free weights, and balls are used for strengthening and stretching muscles and attaining range of motion
movement. Weight bearing exercises to strengthen bones and the skeletal structure as well as aerobic endurance
are included in the weekly class.
The class is led by a Certified American Council on Exercise (ACE) Instructor. Come join us and learn
about your body, have fun, and strengthen muscles and bones.
Where: The St. Thomas of Villanova Auditorium
When: Every Wednesday from 10:00am to 11:00am
Cost: $10 a month – checks made payable to
Ageless Exercise, Inc.
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FEED THE HUNGRY MINISTRY
MAY 4TH
The Life Center of Delaware County is a
residence for the homeless but it opens its doors
every day to anyone who comes off the street in
need of a meal. Our parish serves dinner six times
a year on the first Saturday of the odd numbered
month. As a general rule, STV fills between 150 to
200 dinner plates each time we go.
The next St. Thomas Night at the Life Center is
on May 4th, so if you can provide any of the
following: cooked meatloaf, roasted potatoes,
green beans, dinner salad (greens, cherry tomatoes), and a bottle of Italian dressing, gallon jugs
of lemonade, fruit punch, sweet tea (no soda),
(10 gallons needed), and/or premade wrapped
sandwiches (bologna and cheese, PBJ and
cheese).
If you can help prepare an entrée or buy any of
the above, and deliver it to the Steele’s home in
Villanova, we can truly use your help. Contact
Dennis Steele —- steelecreativity@gmail.com.

Our Volunteers are the “Hospitality” in the
Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN)
at St. Thomas of Villanova Parish
Homeless families come to St. Thomas of
Villanova at a vulnerable time in their lives when
they are without a roof over their heads. Most are
single mothers who do not have adequate
employment, the skills necessary to provide for
their families, or the support of loved ones.
At St. Thomas of Villanova we provide a spirit of
warmth and hospitality 5 times a year for one
week at a time. Through the kindness of our
volunteers we are able to supply a safe and
welcoming environment for families to spend their
evenings and nights at our Parish Center.
During the day, families use a Life Skills Center in
Norristown and return to St. Thomas of Villanova
in the evening.
OUR PARISH WILL BE HOSTING
THE WEEK OF

April 21 through the 28th
WELCOME VISITORS
Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are
visiting our beautiful church or chapel, please know
you are most welcome!
If you have questions or are interested in
joining our parish community,
please call the parish office at 610-525-4801.

Here’s How You Can Help:
* Provide an evening meal during the week the
families are at St. Thomas of Villanova.
* Act as an evening host for a three-hour period in
the evening.
* Spend the night so that you are available to assist
with any problems that arise.
* At the start of the week, help set up the rooms for
our guests.
* At the end of the week, help dismantle the rooms,
move the guests, or wash linen.

Teams of two or more people usually carry out all
of these functions, so you won’t be by yourself.

LIFE IS NOT A DRESS
REHEARSAL
“God calls you to make definitive choices…
to discover that plan and to respond to your
vocation is to move toward personal fulfillment.”
Pope Francis
If you are interested in learning more about the
Order of St. Augustine and what it means to be
an Augustinian, please visit our website:

www.augustinianvocations.org

We urge you to consider extending St. Thomas of
Villanova hospitality to families in our community.
The overnight shift begins at 9:00pm and ends at
6:00am on weekdays and at 8:00am on weekends.
TO VOLUNTEER, PLEASE CONTACT
Cathy Van Kula at 610-525-4801 or
service@stvparish.org
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St. Thomas of Villanova
Women’s Speaker Series

Spiritual Direction
Companions
for the Journey

Featuring Annette John-Hall of WHYY
Tuesday, May 7 at 7:00pm

Spiritual Direction is the contemplative practice of
helping others to awaken to the mystery of God in their
lives.
The Spiritual Direction Ministry at the Daylesford
Abbey in Paoli, PA offers trained and experienced Spiritual Directors for those seeking to revitalize their relationship with God and for those who want to deepen
their spiritual lives.

As cohost and producer of “The Why” on WHYY
Radio, Annette John-Hall has a knack for making
sense of complex issues. She digs deep into
topics that affect the Philadelphia region, providing
listeners with a chance to consider all sides.

For more information on how this ministry can
enrich your life, contact Daylesford Abbey at
610-647-2530 ext 102 or at spiritualdirector@
daylesford.org.

Annette is an engaging speaker who draws on her
experiences as a reporter at The Philadelphia
Inquirer and now as a reporter, producer and cohost at WHYY. She is an engaging speaker who
will both inspire you and make you laugh.

Come join in the conversation on Tuesday, May 7
at 7:00pm in the Rosemont Auditorium. There will
be socializing and refreshments.
Please RSVP to Kathy Roethlein at 610-525-4801.
All are Welcome.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
APPEAL
Giving Hope 2019
Please Give Generously!

DECORATIVE PAINTING
MONDAYS
11:00AM TO 2:00PM
If you like to paint, please join us on Monday
mornings in the St. Thomas of Villanova
Parish Center.
You choose your own medium and design.
We all help each other to do our own thing
and spend some time catching up on the news.
If you would be interested in joining us
or if you have any questions,
please contact Elaine Sharer at 610-558-1023 or
elainesharer2015@gmail.com.

Don’t Let
sexual violence silence you.

Centering Prayer Silent Meditation

Would you like the gift of prayer?
Centering Prayer presents ancient Christian wisdom
teachings in an updated form. It is not meant to replace
other kinds of prayer; rather it casts a new light and
depth of meaning on them. Centering Prayer is a
relationship with God and a discipline to foster that
relationship. This method of prayer is a movement
beyond conversation with Christ to communion with
him. Join us Mondays at 7:30am in the Rosemont
Chapel.

Healing can start with a call.
Dial 1-888-800-8780 or visit
www.pacrimevictims.com/healing

HONESTY, HEALING & HOPE IN CHRIST
Confronting Sexual Violence in our
Archdiocese
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Rediscover the Love in Your Marriage!
Tens of thousands of couples have healed their Marriages through Retrouvaille (Retro-VIE). If you know of
anyone who could benefit from this program please pass it on. Couples learn to build communication skills
and rediscover intimacy. Retrouvaille provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or crises. The next
program in your area begins on the weekend of April 26 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA.
Another weekend will be held in August. For more information, or to register for one of our
weekends, visit our web site at: www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230. All
inquiries are strictly confidential.
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St. Thomas of Villanova is hosting a
FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP
every Wednesday Evening at 7:00pm
in the Rosemont Auditorium.
Family Groups are designed to meet the needs of
those with loved ones who are currently in treatment,
are using alcohol and/or drugs in a problematic manner
or are in recovery.
Our mission is to help ourselves and in turn help
others whose loved ones are struggling with addiction.
The purpose of these groups is to provide family
members a confidential, safe place to find support,
education, encouragement and hope on their own path
to Recovery for Life.
Those 18 years and older are welcome.

WOMEN’S 11TH STEP MEDITATION –
each Wednesday from 6:00am to 6:45am in the Parish
Center
Step 11 – Sought through prayer and meditation to
improve our conscious contact with God, praying only
for knowledge of His will for us and the power to carry
that out.
Join us, even if you are not part of “program”, for a
great way to start your day as “we ask God to direct
our thinking, especially asking that it be divorced from
self-pity, dishonest or self-seeking motives.”
Page 86 of AA Big Book
Mercy Ministry – Collection
First, THANK YOU for all of the amazing donations that
we have received. You have donated more than the
houses can hold! Right now we are trying to help a new
house. The list of things needed are below.
Project Home – Maguire Residence
A new residential project for those struggling with
addiction will rise at the epicenter of the opioid crisis —
Philadelphia’s Kensington neighborhood. They are in
need of new or very gently used twin bed sheet sets and
bibles. Please drop off at the Parish Center if you are
able to help. God Bless!

SCRIPTURE SHARING
Fr. Michael is conducting a weekly scripture
sharing on Tuesdays at 10:00am in the Parish
Center. The sessions are approximately one hour long
and consist of discussion and reflection on the Scripture
readings for the following Sunday’s Mass.
All are welcome! Although these sessions will be on
a continuous weekly offering, you need not commit
yourself to weekly attendance. Attend when you can.
Once again, All Are Welcome!!

MERCY MINISTRY HAS JOINED AFIRE!!

AFIRE
Active Faith Implementing Relief in the Epidemic
AFIRE is a faith-based movement designed to bring
education, healing, hope, resources, advocacy and
transformational action to families and communities
struggling with addiction. As members of AFIRE, we
strive to put our Christian faith in action by providing
relief to the afflicted — specifically individuals and
families who are struggling in the midst of the addiction
and overdose epidemic.
We believe in the dignity of every human person
as a child of God. We seek to be a compassionate
presence to the suffering. We strive to be a voice for
the voiceless and bring hope to the hopeless. We act
to bring light into the darkness.
But we need you to help spread the light! Please join us
as we organize and brainstorm to bring this important
ministry to our community.
Contact: Karen Farley at bizmgr@stvparish.org or
call the Parish at 610-525-4801 x 202 to
join this ministry.

In God's Hands
is a parish ministry
that provides support to
families who are
experiencing,
or have experienced,
loss of a child through
miscarriage, stillbirth,
or infant death.
We recognize
the uniqueness of
the loss of an unborn
child or infant, and provide comfort to families
through prayer, confidential family-to-family support,
liturgy and sacraments, and practical information.
In a culture which debates the value of life, we
recognize and respect that precious life begins at
conception, and that the loss of that life is real, painful,
and deserving of healing and comfort. We seek to
support others through our own losses of children and
connections to loss.
If you wish to serve as a volunteer in this ministry,
or if you are seeking our support,
please contact Brian and Cayce Farina
at cayce.l.farina@gmail.com or 484-206-7975.
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