FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 10, 2019

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
Traditionally we reflect on the temptations of Christ on this first Sunday of Lent. It’s good for us
to remember that he was tempted to abandon his mission in favor of taking the easy way out. But Jesus
knew the right thing to do. He was always committed to doing justice, following God’s call to work towards
achieving good. He knew it would take time, that he would have to endure trials, rejection and eventually
suffering and death. But he was committed to the mission God had entrusted to him.
We find ourselves in times that are trying and painful. We too are tempted to give up, and indeed
many of our fellow Catholics have done just that. But for us who have remained faithful to the Church,
the road to doing right and pursuing justice is before us. It may seem long and arduous, but we know that
in the long run it is the way we should go.
Now that the Synod in Rome has concluded, we need to reflect on the call of Vatican II in Lumen
Gentium (37) that “the laity are empowered – indeed, sometimes obliged – to manifest their opinion on
those things which pertain to the good of the Church.” There is an expectation that the Church is not
moving seriously towards healing past mistakes and developing ways to utilize the collective wisdom and
experience of all – clergy, laity and religious – for the benefit of the Church. Our letters to the US Bishops’
Conference and Pope Francis received replies from Cardinals DiNardo and O’Malley, affirming our
concerns for its welfare. The signals coming from the hierarchy give us reason to be optimistic. Although
we may be tempted to demand immediate concrete solutions, we have to be reasonable and patient as
our leaders begin the process. The People of God want the Church to heal past wrongs and learn from
them in order to work toward future justice. Our parish has for the past few months considered and
evaluated how we will be part of the solution for the future. Our people have been remarkably patient and
optimistic, and now we are ready to move forward in preparation for doing so.
As you recall, many of you responded to the request for your comments and suggestions after
the PA Grand Jury report. A representative group of fellow parishioners met with me on a number of
occasions to suggest a plan of action and what we thought would be productive in discussing them.
Here are the seven Task Forces which emerged from your expressed concerns in November. The
representatives refined the remarks into concise descriptions, with a designated volunteer to chair each
of them. We now present them to you with the invitation to participate in the Task Force of your choice,
or several if you wish.
TASK FORCES FOR THE PARISH
LEGISLATIVE ACTION: This task force is focused on tracking legislation around the United States related to
the rights of victims of sexual abuse; and promoting legislation that supports the prosecution of perpetrators of
sexual abuse in Pennsylvania and federally. Initially we are gathering information about legislative initiatives in
PA, NJ and elsewhere, and about PA legislators’ and our US representatives’ positions on these issues.
(Contact Nancy Hopko: nancy.sharts-hopko@villanova.edu)
VICTIMS’ HEALING:
The purpose of this task force is to assess the needs of victims and explore ways to meet them, considering that
there may be the necessity for counseling and financial assistance, among other services.
(Contact Carol Abele: millbrook12@verizon.net)
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PARISH FINANCIAL ACTION:
The Financial Task Force will research applicable Canon Law to determine how Parish financial resources
can be applied effectively in light of the abuse scandal, and research related financial information from
other Parishes, Universities and Institutions. Additionally, our Task Force will investigate how both
restricted and unrestricted funds were used by the Archdiocese in payments/settlements and other
activities related to the ongoing sexual abuse scandal.
(Contact Jay Einspanier: jkeandkfe@msn.com)
LAY LEADERSHIP WITHIN PARISH:
The Task Force for Lay Leadership will explore and implement ways of more fully including the laity in
leadership positions within the parish and the church at large, and to work towards recognizing and
empowering women within the church to be able to use their gifts to the fullest.
(Contact Mia Holman: holman.mia@gmail.com)
NETWORKING: The Networking Committee will spearhead outreach to Villanova University and
Augustinian parishes and build networks with other parish communities to respond to the sexual
abuse crisis and pursue accountability and transparency from the church hierarchy.
The Networking Committee will also strengthen avenues of communication and advocacy among
network partners. We will establish and coordinate a well-defined program of laity involvement — in
particular that of women — in order to institute positive structural change and best practices within the
regional church and beyond.
(Contact Nancy Costello: ngcostello@gmail.com)
PARISH EDUCATION:
This group will research structure and governance in the Catholic Church, highlighting its strengths
and good works, in applying a process to propose new ways of going forward in collaboration with the
hierarchy.
(Contact Stephanie D’Arcangelo: darcangelo518@gmail.com)
PARISH PRAYER, ART AND DIALOGUE:
This task force will explore and suggest ways that the feelings and concerns which have arisen from the
crisis can be contextualized in prayer, discussion and support groups, and other creative, artistic ways.
(Contact Anne Minicozzi: Anne.minicozzi@villanova.edu)

Let me emphasize that this is a beginning. Just as the Synod in Rome has pointed us in a
direction towards a goal which will take time to realize, we understand that these Task Forces constitute
an ongoing work of dedication to doing what is right and just on behalf of the Church.
This is not just for our parish; it is our hope that eventually we will be part of a bigger process
sponsored by the universal Church. As the old saying goes, “The longest journey begins with the first
step.” I am confident that we will do great things from here on, and proud that our parish is energetically
committed to putting our hearts and minds wholeheartedly into the work of the Gospel.
Fr. Joe
Stewardship Thought for the Week
“I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of
the soil which you, O Lord, have given to me.“
(Deuteronomy 26:10)
This line from the Old Testament offers two challenges.
First, do you give to God from your “first fruits”, the best
that you have to offer, or do you give from what is
leftover? Second, do you recognize that everything
you have has been given to you by God? Ask God for
a grateful and generous heart, every day, in all
circumstances.

Thank you for your generosity for the weekend of
March 2 and 3, 2019:
Number of Envelopes:
Envelope Amount:
Loose Cash:
Electronic Offerings:
Other
Total
10% Tithe
March 4, 2018
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342
$15,266.21
$1,440.00
$7,586.79
$120.00
$24,413.00
$2,441.30
$25,490.10

LENTEN LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
In past years in Lent we celebrated the Stations of the Cross each Wednesday at 7:00pm at the
Villanova Church. Last year they were poorly attended. Our Liturgy Committee and Parish Council
thought it might be helpful to try something different, having services at both Villanova and Rosemont,
so this year we propose the following on each Wednesday in Lent at 7:00pm:
March 13
March 20
March 27
April 3
April 10
April 17

Taizé Prayer (Villanova)
Stations of the Cross, sponsored by Youth & Family Life (Rosemont)
Scriptural Rosary service (Villanova)
Holy Hour and Adoration (Rosemont)
Communal Penance Service (Villanova)
Stations of the Cross, sponsored by Mercy Ministry (Rosemont)

Please note that the Communal Penance service was moved to the Wednesday before Holy Week. In
the past, it was on the Monday of Holy Week.
Also, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered at 6:30pm each Wednesday at the site of the prayer
service, alternating between Villanova and Rosemont.
We hope that the variety of services and alternating of locations will prove beneficial and convenient for
you to attend.
FAST AND ABSTINENCE AND OTHER ACTS
OF PENANCE FOR LENT 2019

As part of our penitential practice, Catholics who are 14 years of age and older are to abstain from eating
meat on Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent. In addition, Catholics from the age of 18 through 59 are to fast on
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. This means limiting oneself to a single full meal, while the other two meals on
those days are to be light.
All the faithful are encouraged, when possible, to participate at Mass and to receive the Holy Eucharist daily,
to celebrate frequently the Sacrament of Penance, to undertake spiritual reading, especially the study of the Sacred
Scriptures, and to participate in parish Lenten devotions as well as Lenten education programs. Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament is especially recommended.
All are encouraged to participate in Operation Rice Bowl which has aided countless hungry persons here in
the Archdiocese as well as throughout our nation and our world.

Readings for the Week:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday

Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Mt 25:31-46
Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15
Jon 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32
Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25;
Mt 7:7-12
Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26
Dt 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48
Gn 15:5-12, 17-18;
Phil 3:17-4:1 or 3:20-4:1;
Lk 9:28b-36

ENCOUNTER
NORMA
In Guatemala, we encounter Norma, who as
a young mother supports her family and shares
her skills with her community. Reflect on the
importance of family in your life. How can you
contribute to support families in your community?
Visit crsricebowl.org for more information.
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Schedule of Events for the
week of: March 10, 2019
Recitation of the Rosary
after the daily Liturgy.
Mon., March 11th Lenten Weekday
12:05PM-RMCH
ThanksgivIng Mass - Poulose & Annie
Tues., March 12th Lenten Weekday
12:05PM-RMCH
Rev. John F. X. Burton, S.J.
Wed., March 13th Lenten Weekday
12:05PM-RMCH
Thurs., March 14th Lenten Weekday
12:05PM-RMCH
Teresa Duddy - Daughters of Teresa
Fri., March 15th
Lenten Weekday
12:05PM-RMCH
Kitty Kelly
Sat., March 16th
Lenten Weekday
9:00AM-RMCH
5:00PM-RMCH
Petrizzo, Lotito & Reagan Families
Sun., March 17th Second Sunday of Lent
7:30AM-VNCH
For the Parishioners of St. Thomas
9:00AM-RMCH
Rev. Michael R. Scuderi, O.S.A.
10:30AM-VNCH
Francis X. Masse - Minutella Family

St. Thomas
Preschool News
Preschool registrations are now being taken
for the 2019-2020 School Year. Classes are
available for 2, 3, 4 and 5 year olds.
If interested, please call the Preschool
Office at 610-525-7554 or visit the
website at www.stvpreschool.org.
Tours are scheduled for Tuesdays.

Monday, March 11, 2019
Centering Prayer -RMCH
Rosemont Care & Rehab Ministry
Art Class - PC1
Blaze—Youth Group

7:30AM
10:15AM
11:00AM
7:30PM

Tuesday, March 12, 2019
Scripture Sharing - PC2
St. Frances Cabrini Mentors

10:00AM
1:00PM

Wednesday, March 13, 2019
Women’s 11th Step Spirituality Meeting—PC1
Food Addicts in Recovery - PC11
Exercise Program - Aud
Honickman Ministry
Regain Your Brain Session - PC1
Religious Education Program
Family Support Group - Aud
Taize Prayer –VNCH
Baptism Class - PC1
Venture Crew - Youth Room

6:00AM
9:30AM
10:00AM
10:15AM
12:45PM
4:45PM
7:00PM
7:00PM
7:00PM
7:30PM

Thursday, March 14, 2019
Walking with Purpose - Aud
Walking with Purpose - Aud
Bell Practice-RMCH
Friday, March 15, 2019
Daily Mass followed by Reconciliation – RMCH

9:00AM
7:00PM
7:15PM
12:05PM

Saturday, March 16, 2019
Sunday, March 17, 2019
St. Francis Inn
Religious Education Classes
Rosemont Presbyterian Community
Eucharistic Prayer Service
Reconciliation for 5th and 6th Graders
Children’s Choir—RMCH

10:00AM
10:10AM
10:30AM
10:45AM
11:15AM

The Religious Education Program is looking for interested adults
to teach next year in our 7th grade Confirmation Preparation classes.
Team teaching is encouraged, so if you and your spouse or
fellow parishioners would like to volunteer all are welcome.
No experience necessary! It is a unique opportunity to get
involved in this new grade level of faith formation and be a part
of creating a positive experience for our
7th grade students and their families.
For information, please contact Tara Penza, at rel.ed@stvparish.org or
call 610-525-4801 x 204.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE
PRAYERLINE
The parish prayer line is waiting for your prayer
request. Please contact stvprayerline@gmail.com or
Millie Seeds at 610-353-2025 to activate the parish
prayerline. We have parish teams available for your
special intentions.
Remember those in need of our prayers, especially:
Katherine Breck, Brynn Busby, Austin DePetris, Martin
Gollin, Patricia Ann Harley, Bridget Kelly, Sara Keohane,
Pamela LaMonaca, Bert Rodgers, and Robert J. Wahl.
Please pray for our soldiers assigned in Afghanistan
and in other parts of the world. Please also pray
for the soldiers who are returning from
their assignments, especially the wounded.

Centering Prayer Silent Meditation

Would you like the gift of prayer?
Centering Prayer presents ancient Christian wisdom
teachings in an updated form. It is not meant to replace
other kinds of prayer; rather it casts a new light and
depth of meaning on them. Centering Prayer is a
relationship with God and a discipline to foster that
relationship. This method of prayer is a movement
beyond conversation with Christ to communion with
him. Join us Mondays at 7:30am in the Rosemont
Chapel.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
APPEAL
Giving Hope 2019
Please Give Generously!
WELCOME VISITORS
Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are
visiting our beautiful church or chapel, please know
you are most welcome!
If you have questions or are interested in
joining our parish community,
please call the parish office at 610-525-4801.

DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP
This ministry is for parish families who are in crisis or for
parish couples welcoming a new baby. Homemade dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators keep a list
of volunteers who are called as needed. If you are in
need of this delicious community support, please call
Maria Gunn at 610-291-7205.

ST. FRANCIS INN
Volunteers are needed to serve the midday meal at the
St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday, March 17th.
The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily needs of the
poor and homeless people they serve with food, clothing and hospitality. This ministry is open to anyone 16
years or older. For more information and to sign up,
contact our parish coordinator, Sheila Holst at 610-6595828 or hagan1126@verizon.net.
MOTHER AND NEW FAMILY SUPPORT MINISTRY
Parishioner and nurse practitioner volunteer offers
support to new moms and their families who are
navigating the complexities of motherhood and the
addition of a new baby to the family. Contact Suzanne
Foley at 610-952-0147 or suzannefoley@yahoo.com or
Cathy Van Kula at service@stvparish.org.

Need a little music?

Laetate Handbell Choir is back in full swing
and we are so happy to be ringing at our parish
liturgies. We would welcome a few more ringers to
fill out our ranks. We practice on Thursday nights
from 7:15pm until 8:45pm, and usually play at one
weekend Mass a month, as well
as major feasts.
If you are interested in more information,
please contact Elaine Zajano at
handbells@stvparish.org.
Previous handbell
experience is not necessary!
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GET READY FOR SOME SPRING CLEANING!!
ELECTRONICS RECYCLING DRIVE
April 6th — 10:00am-2:00pm
In the Lower Parking Lot — Rosemont Chapel

St. Thomas of Villanova Parish will be hosting a
clothing drive to benefit The Society of St. Vincent
de Paul.

Saturday, April 27th
12:00pm-4:00pm

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul will be using the
services of GreenDrop to support their clothing
drive. Look for the GreenDrop truck in the
Rosemont Chapel parking lot where an attendant
will be available to assist you with your donations.
Please place your donations of usable men’s,
woman’s and children’s clothing in plastic bags or
boxes. Household items such as: kitchenware,
games/toys, small appliances under 50 pounds,
electronics, sporting goods, books, CDs & videos
are also accepted. Unfortunately, furniture, large
appliances, TVs or computer monitors cannot be
accepted. For a full list of acceptable items visit
www.gogreendrop.com.

Recycle almost anything with a PLUG for free
including computers, gaming systems, flat screen monitors, phone systems, stereos, printers. Old Style TVs
and CRT Monitors do require a $30.00 disposal
fee. They are unable to accept: air conditioners and
large appliances.
Recycling service is provided by PAR RECYCLE
WORKS, a local nonprofit that sells reusable materials collected from electronic devices to help to pay for
salaries and job skill development for formerly incarcerated men and women in order to support their productive re-entry back into society. (www.parrecycleworks.org)
Data Security - all servers, towers and laptops will be
demanufactured. Hard drives will be degaussed and
rendered unusable.

Teen Music Ministry
St. Thomas of Villanova is excited to announce
our new Teen Music Ministry. Any current 8th- 12th
grade singers or musicians interested in possibly
getting involved should contact Steph Twohig for
more information stwohig@sksschool.org.
Our first mass will be Saturday, March 30th
at the 5:00 pm mass.
Thank you to all who participated in the
Red Cross Blood Drive on Tuesday, February
26th. The Red Cross staff collected 46 pints
of blood which may help to save up to 126 patients’
lives in the Philadelphia region. Thank you to our
donors for giving the gift of life.
Thank you to our Feed the Hungry ministry
volunteers who prepared and served nearly 90
guests at the Life Center in Upper Darby on
Saturday, March 2nd. Due to the abundance of
donations, the team was able to deliver leftovers
to St. Francis Inn in Kensington and six casseroles
to St. John's Hospice in Center City. Your
generous spirit is especially appreciated
during these cold winter months.

LIFE IS NOT A DRESS
REHEARSAL
“God calls you to make definitive choices…
to discover that plan and to respond to your
vocation is to move toward personal fulfillment.”
Pope Francis
If you are interested in learning more about the
Order of St. Augustine and what it means to be
an Augustinian, please visit our website:

www.augustinianvocations.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS
March 10, 2019 - Youth Gathering — Lent
* Join us for Faith, Food & Fun as we focus on Lent & Stations of the Cross
* We will be working on a Stations art project
* Meet in Youth Room, enter through Auditorium, MS 5:00-6:30pm — HS 7:00-7:30pm
March 20, 2019 - Stations of the Cross, 7:00pm Rosemont Chapel
* On Wednesday, March 20th, Stations of the Cross will be led by Youth Ministry. This year, we will be
using stations developed by Catholic Relief Services. These stations focus on walking alongside Christ
on the journey of his passion and remembering our brothers and sisters around the world who experience
suffering and poverty each day.
* We invite you and your families to join us! There are many ways in which the students can participate.
We will need at least 2 readers (as many as 14). We will also need 2 candle bearers and 1 cross bearer.
March 30, 2019 - Youth Lent Retreat — 9:00am to 2:00pm
Share the Journey - A Lenten Reflection
Middle School & High School youth are invited to this Lenten retreat for Mass,
Reconciliation, Stations of the Cross, Church teachings on immigration/
refugees and a simulation led by Cabrini University Students. Come for the
whole retreat if you can or join us to experience part of the retreat.
The retreat will take place at St. Thomas of Villanova Parish — Rosemont
Chapel and Auditorium. A simple Lenten lunch will be served.

If you have any questions or would like to register for
any of these events, please email: fl-youth@stvparish.org.
Discernment Retreat-Friday, March 22 (6pm)Sunday, March 24 (1pm), Villa Maria House of Studies, 220 IHM Drive, Malvern, PA 19355
Experience a weekend retreat at the IHM Motherhouse
with the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary sisters and novices. Single young women ages 18
-35 are invited to come for a weekend of prayer, spiritual
conferences, meals, and times of recreation with the
sisters. Daily Mass, Liturgy of the Hours, and Eucharistic adoration are included in our weekend retreat.
Contact: Sister Marianne at 610-889-1553 or
ihmvoc@gmail.com.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
All are invited to join us for quiet prayer
and reflection.
Wednesday, March 13, 2019 — 1:00 PM
Society of the Holy Child Jesus
Sisters and Associates
New Sharon Chapel
1341 Montgomery Avenue
Rosemont, PA 19010

Spiritual Direction
Companions
for the Journey

Spiritual Direction is the contemplative practice of
helping others to awaken to the mystery of God in their
lives.
The Spiritual Direction Ministry at the Daylesford
Abbey in Paoli, PA offers trained and experienced Spiritual Directors for those seeking to revitalize their relationship with God and for those who want to deepen
their spiritual lives.
For more information on how this ministry can
enrich your life, contact Daylesford Abbey at
610-647-2530 ext 102 or at spiritualdirector@
daylesford.org.

RSVP by Monday, March 11th to:
associates-usa@shcj.org or
610 626 1400 ext. 310
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MERCY MINISTRY HAS JOINED AFIRE!!
St. Thomas of Villanova is hosting a
FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP
every Wednesday Evening at 7:00pm
in the Rosemont Auditorium.
Family Groups are designed to meet the needs of
those with loved ones who are currently in treatment,
are using alcohol and/or drugs in a problematic manner
or are in recovery.
Our mission is to help ourselves and in turn help
others whose loved ones are struggling with addiction.
The purpose of these groups is to provide family
members a confidential, safe place to find support,
education, encouragement and hope on their own path
to Recovery for Life.
Those 18 years and older are welcome.

WOMEN’S 11TH STEP MEDITATION –
each Wednesday from 6:00am to 6:45am in the Parish
Center
Step 11 – Sought through prayer and meditation to
improve our conscious contact with God, praying only
for knowledge of His will for us and the power to carry
that out.
Join us, even if you are not part of “program”, for a
great way to start your day as “we ask God to direct
our thinking, especially asking that it be divorced from
self-pity, dishonest or self-seeking motives.”
Page 86 of AA Big Book

Mercy Ministry – Collection
First, THANK YOU for all of the amazing donations that
we have received. You have donated more than the
houses can hold! Right now we are trying to help a new
house. The list of things needed are below.
Project Home – Maguire Residence
A new residential project for those struggling with
addiction will rise at the epicenter of the opioid crisis —
Philadelphia’s Kensington neighborhood. They are in
need of new or very gently used twin bed sheet sets and
bibles. Please drop off at the Parish Center if you are
able to help. God Bless!

ST. KATHERINE DAY SCHOOL
Part-time Teaching Assistant needed to work with students with disabilities.
St. Katherine Day School -- Wynnewood Campus
Contact Lauren Bell, Principal, at principal@stkds.org

AFIRE
Active Faith Implementing Relief in the Epidemic
AFIRE is a faith-based movement designed to bring education, healing, hope, resources, advocacy and transformational action to families and communities struggling with addiction. As members of AFIRE, we strive to
put our Christian faith in action by providing relief to the
afflicted — specifically individuals and families who are
struggling in the midst of the addiction and overdose
epidemic.
We believe in the dignity of every human person
as a child of God. We seek to be a compassionate
presence to the suffering. We strive to be a voice for
the voiceless and bring hope to the hopeless. We act
to bring light into the darkness.
But we need you to help spread the light! Please join us
as we organize and brainstorm to bring this important
ministry to our community.
Contact: Karen Farley at bizmgr@stvparish.org or
call the Parish at 610-525-4801 x 202 to
join this ministry.

REMAIN IN MY LOVE
INITIATIVE FOR THE RENEWAL OF CHRISTIAN
MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE
Sessions for Individuals, Couples & Families
* At each session a national Catholic speaker will
present the splendor of Christ’s teachings on
the high dignity of the vocation of marriage
and Christian family life.
* Free and open to the public. Childcare will be
provided during each presentation. Please
RSVP.
* Each session will be given at 3 locations & times
during the day.
* March Topic – Marriage: Created by
God, For God, The Sacramentality of
Marriage
 June Topic – He Saw that it Was Very
Good, The Goods of Marriage
 September Topic — Families, Become
What You Are! Family as the Domestic
Church
More information on locations/times, speaker bios and
online registration can be found at:
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archphila.org/remain2019

Thank you to everyone who
helped with our recent Skating
Party event. As you can see, it
was a fun time for all.

Intellectual Disabilities and Autism Help-Line:

Do you need help accessing services and supports for
someone with an intellectual disability or autism?
Through a collaborative effort of Catholic Social
Services Development Programs, the Archdiocesan
Office for Persons with Disabilities, and the
Archdiocesan Schools of Special Education, the
help-line can assist families and caregivers to
connect to services and programs provided by the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, as well as other
community resources available to provide needed
help and support. To reach the Help-Line call:
484-472-5041 or email: IDDhelp@chs-adphila.org.

Villa Maria Academy High School
Willa Maria, located in Malvern, will administer its 7th
Grade Practice Exam on Saturday, March 23 and 30,
2019. Villa Maria has scheduled Preview Breakfasts for
6th and 7th grade families on March 23 and 30, 2019.
This will offer a “sneak peak” at Villa Maria’s high school
life. Villa Maria will also offer 7th Grade Visit Villa Days
on May 13 and 14, 2019. Visitors will receive a preview
of our school community by attending classes and having lunch with current students. For further information,
please contact the Admissions Office at 610-644-2551
or register online at www.vmahs.org.
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