FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
FEBRUARY 21, 2021

A Note from the Pastor:
Jesus and the Desert
The Gospel of Mark gives us the shortest and most concise description of the temptation
of Jesus in the desert. Following upon the account of his baptism, Jesus is driven out into the
desert, Mark says. There he encounters Satan, wild beasts and angels. For such a brief
description, it is rich with imagery, teasing the imagination. Nothing more is said than the bare
facts. How was he tempted? How did he manage to coexist with wild beasts? What does it
mean to have had angels minister to him?
Doesn’t this sound a lot like real life - more questions than answers and lots of speculation
about how to deal with the contingencies of life? What does it mean that the Spirit “drove” Jesus
into the desert? This is evidently the Spirit that he just experienced at his baptism, the Spirit that
descended upon him after the heavens were torn open. Phrases such as “torn open” and “drove
into the desert” provoke notions of turmoil. Might what Jesus experienced in these situations be
construed as a violent upheaval in his life, a drastic change that jolted him into the realization of
where he was headed? And so it wouldn’t be much of a stretch to consider that the temptation
he experienced was to avoid what would cause this upheaval, like any normal human being.
Yet he didn’t; he chose to accept the mission that he felt called to accomplish, putting aside the
temptation of serving his own needs in favor of serving the needs of others.

Matthew and Luke give an expanded version of the temptation of Jesus, more colorful if
you will, but Mark’s version emphasizes the stark reality of this basic temptation. Jesus chose to
follow the call he received through his baptism rather than to settle for what was comfortable and
expedient for himself. As such, on this first Sunday of Lent, we embark on yet another journey
exploring our own baptismal call to emulate him. This is the season when we review our faith,
and challenge ourselves to strengthen our commitment to live the Gospel as Jesus modeled it
for us. Let us make the best of this opportunity to ponder our own call, and to grow in our
dedication to be faithful followers of Christ.
Stewardship Thought for the Week

WHAT DOES GOD WANT
YOU TO DO WITH THE
LIFE GOD HAS GIVEN TO
YOU?

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee
proclaiming the gospel of God….” - Mark 1:14
Do you ever think about how difficult it must have been
for Jesus to come into Galilee, knowing that John had
just been arrested for teaching the same message that
Jesus was proclaiming? It must have taken great love
and trust for Jesus to do what the Father had sent Him
here on earth to do. In the same way, following a life of
stewardship takes great love and trust from us. We
must be willing to surrender completely to God, trusting
that God will always give us all that we need to fulfill
His plan for us.

“Vocations are born in prayer and from prayer; And
only in prayer can they persevere and bear fruit.”
- Pope Francis
If you are interested in learning more about the
Order of St. Augustine and what it means to be
an Augustinian, please visit our website:
www.augustinianvocations.org

1-180 St. Thomas of Villanova

Revision of our Parish Mission Statement
It is recommended that parishes periodically review their Mission Statements in order to provide a
means of assessing the state of the parish. Over the past few months, the Parish Council has
sponsored such a review, eliciting opinions and participation from other committees of the parish.
Following is the proposed revision, which you will find is very similar to the previous version, refreshing,
if you will, its basic sentiments. I invite you to read it and reflect on it. If you are so inclined, you may
submit comments to me at pastor@stvparish.org. Thank you for your consideration. Fr. Joe
MISSION STATEMENT OF ST. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA PARISH
St. Thomas of Villanova is a Stewardship parish in the Roman Catholic,
Augustinian tradition. We strive to be welcoming and diverse, cultivating a
caring community, which inspires its members to bear joyful witness to our
faith in Jesus Christ through active participation in vibrant liturgies, hospitality,
service, formation, and evangelization. Following the example of our patron,
St. Thomas of Villanova, we are committed to social justice, serving the poor
and vulnerable, recognizing the gifts of all baptized women and men.

FAST AND ABSTINENCE AND OTHER ACTS
OF PENANCE FOR LENT 2021
As part of our penitential practice, Catholics who are 14
years of age and older are to abstain from eating meat
on Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent. In addition,
Catholics from the age of 18 through 59 are to fast on
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. This means limiting
oneself to a single full meal, while the other two meals
on those days are to be light.
All are encouraged to participate in Operation Rice
Bowl which has aided countless hungry persons here in
the Archdiocese as well as throughout our nation and
our world.

HUNGER IN OUR WORLD
Jesus told us that whatever we did for one of these
least brothers of his we did for him. Reflect on the
challenge of global hunger— it is a reality for millions
of our sisters and brothers. What will you do to
support the hungry in our community and around the
world? Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more.

PRAYER FOR HEALING FROM COVID 19
Comfort us, O Lord, for we are like your
disciples on the storm-tossed seas,
unsettled by what lies ahead.
We turn to You, our Healer and Guide,
to hear our prayer and still our hearts
in our time of need:
Heal those who are sick with the coronavirus
and protect the elderly and most vulnerable.
Give strength to all who tend to our
health and wisdom to researchers
who work toward a cure.
Open our eyes and hearts
that we may look beyond our immediate
needs to care for others who need help.
Through the Holy Spirit, guide our leaders
to make wise decisions for the welfare of
all the people they serve. Grant eternal
rest to those who have died from the virus,
and grant us, Our Lord and Savior,
a prompt end to this illness
through the intercession of Mary,
Our Mother and Comfort of the Sick. Amen.
(This prayer will be recited by the congregation at the
conclusion of the Prayer of the Faithful at our Masses.)
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Schedule of Events for the
week of: February 21, 2021

Mon., Feb. 22nd
12:05PM-RMCH
Tues., Feb. 23rd
12:05PM-RMCH
Wed., Feb. 24th
12:05PM-RMCH
Thurs., Feb 25th
12:05PM-RMCH
Fri., Feb. 26th
12:05PM-RMCH
Sat., Feb. 27th
9:00AM-RMCH
5:00PM-RMCH
Sun., Feb. 28th
7:30AM-VNCH
9:00AM-RMCH
10:30AM-VNCH

The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle
Domenico Russo Kristen O’Malley Russo
Lenten Weekday; Saint Polycarp
Christopher McGinnis Ginny & Ron Neumer
Lenten Weekday
Louise & Ernest Troncelliti - Family
Lenten Weekday
Noreen O’Connor - Jerry O’Connor
Lenten Weekday
Gail & Ernest Troncelliti, Jr. - Family
Lenten Weekday
Josephine Liberatore Tom & Phyllis Kent
Thomas Woolbright (L) - requested
by wife for Valentine’s Day
Second Sunday of Lent
For the Parishioners of St. Thomas
Anne Hennessy - Tom & Kathy Sawyer
Theresa Marie Basilica Spear Family

AS A RESULT OF THE CORONAVIRUS, MOST
PARISH EVENTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
Monday, February 22, 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH
Bell Choir Rehearsal-RMCH

12:05PM
7:15PM

Tuesday, February 23, 2021
Staff Retreat Day
Daily Mass-RMCH

12:05PM

Wednesday, February 24, 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH
Reconciliation—RMCH

12:05PM
7:00PM

Thursday, February 25, 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH

12:05PM

Friday, February 26, 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH
Reconciliation following the 12:05 Mass
Saturday, February 27, 2021
Daily Mass-RMCH
Reconciliation following the 9:00am Mass
Vigil Mass-RMCH
Sunday, February 28, 2021
Sunday Mass-VNCH
Sunday Mass-RMCH
Sunday Mass-VNCH

Beginning this Tuesday, February 9th Fr.
Michael will be offering weekly series of
scripture classes on Zoom at 10:00AM. The
classes will be approximately one hour long
and all participants need to have on hand is their
Bible. The course is entitled Table Fellowship
in the Gospel of Luke. All are invited to
participate, and you need not commit to
participating in every class. Join at your
convenience. The sign in link is to join the
Zoom Meeting is

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89074145638?
pwd=Qzc1ODhuZllvZHpKdG9SMVdnU09ZQT
09

12:05PM

9:00AM
5:00PM

7:30AM
9:00AM
10:30AM

Looking to get involved in
St. Thomas of Villanova Parish?
Fr. Joe Genito and members from the Parish
Council, Stewardship Council and Finance Council are hosting a Zoom meeting on Monday,
February 22 at 7:00pm to share opportunities to
be involved in Parish leadership. They will present an overview of the different Councils and an
allow an opportunity to ask questions about how
to be involved. If interested, contact Chrissy
Quisenberry Christine.quisenberry@villanova.edu
to get the meeting information. If you can’t make
the meeting, but are still interested, contact
Chrissy via email.

Because of a Staff Retreat, the class will
not be meeting on February 23rd.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

Congratulations to the newly Baptized Member of
our parish:
Martin, son of Matt & Michele McGrouty
Resting in Peace:
Ms. Stacia A. Ficarro
Fr. Joseph F. Girone, O.S.A.
Mrs. Patricia Herbison
Mrs. Gertrude Shreiner
Remember those in need of our prayers, especially:
Katherine Breck, Brynn Busby, Peter Cellucci, Austin
DePetris, Bob Farley, Lina Fulton, Martin Gollin, Patricia
Ann Harley, Joe Hopko, Sam Horsey, Maureen Kelleher,
Bridget Kelly, Sara Keohane, Bernard Ledieu, Ashley
Lythgoe, Pamela LaMonaca, Josephine Lo, Joe
Massaua, Mary Jane Newman, Chris Pastore, Bill Riley,
Michael Salucci, Theresa Sherwin and Robert J. Wahl
Please pray for our soldiers assigned in Afghanistan
and in other parts of the world. Please also pray for
the soldiers who are returning from their assignments,
especially the wounded.

PRAYER LINE
The parish prayer line is waiting for your prayer requests. Please contact stvprayerline1@gmail.com or
Marie DellaGreca at 856-981-7761 to activate the
parish prayer line. We have parish teams available for
your special intentions.
DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP
This ministry is for parish families who are in crisis
or for parish couples welcoming a new baby. Homemade dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators
keep a list of volunteers who are called as needed. If
you are in need of this delicious community support,
please contact Sarah Breck at 610-975-0444 or
sarahbreck@verizon.net.
MOTHER AND NEW FAMILY SUPPORT MINISTRY
Parishioner and nurse practitioner volunteer offers
support to new moms and their families who are
navigating the complexities of motherhood and the
addition of a new baby to the family. Contact Suzanne
Foley at 610-952-0147 or suzannefoley@yahoo.com
or Cathy Van Kula at service@stvparish.org.

Mercy Ministry –
Urgent help needed
A local recovery house has a new resident
who came from a homeless shelter with
only the clothes on his back.

Resources for the Year
of St. Joseph
Check out the Resource Display Stand in the
vestibule of the Rosemont Chapel for Books,
Booklets & CDs to support your faith journey
during the year of St. Joseph. Titles include:
Meet your Spiritual Father, Consecration to
St. Joseph, & Secrets of St. Joseph for
Dads, & St Joseph-Our Father in Faith.
Stewardship: A Mission of Faith is a 501(c)(3) not for
profit organization. Learn more about Stewardship: A
Mission of Faith by visiting
www.StewardshipMission.org.

Items needed:
Shoes and/or Boots size 11.5
Pants size 34 waist
Underwear sized medium
Undershirts- Shirts/sweatshirts size
large
Toiletries

If you have any of these items that you
can donate, please drop off at the Parish
Center during business hours.
God bless and thank you!

CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL
Giving Hope 2021
Please Give Generously!
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The STV Parish Community striving for integrity and accountability in response
to the sexual abuse crisis in the Church.
As relevant news and background items come to light, we will highlight them here for your reading and thought.

Nun praises pope's "prophetic gesture" to make her Synod's second-highest official Xaverian
Sister Nathalie Becquart says the Church needs to give women a greater role in the decision-making
process
https://international.la-croix.com/news/religion/nun-praises-popes-prophetic-gesture-to-make-her-synodssecond-highest-official/13781
Lawsuit highlights abuse cover-up allegations against St. Louis archbishop
http://direct.catholicnewsagency.com/news/lawsuit-highlights-abuse-cover-up-allegations-against-st-louisarchbishop
Aid to the Church in Need confirms ‘credible’ accusation of ‘serious sexual assault’ against founder
http://direct.catholicnewsagency.com/news/aid-to-the-church-in-need-confirms-credible-accusation-ofserious-sexual-assault-against-founder-93448
Accused priest asserts innocence at Vatican seminary abuse hearing
http://direct.catholicnewsagency.com/news/accused-priest-asserts-innocence-at-vatican-seminary-abuse-hearing87685
Kansas bishop steps aside from duties as abuse allegation is investigated
https://www.ncronline.org/news/accountability/kansas-bishop-steps-aside-duties-abuse-allegationinvestigated
Note: If you access these items from the parish website, the hotlinks can save a lot of error-prone typing.

Don’t let sexual violence silence you.
Healing can start with a call.
Dial 1-888-800-8780 or visit
www.pacrimevictims.com/healing

HONESTY, HEALING & HOPE IN CHRIST
Confronting Sexual Violence in our Archdiocese.

SHOES NEEDED:
Sr. Florence Enechukwu, MSHR, is the
coordinator for the African Catholic Apostolate
in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Sister
Florence is again collecting new or gently
used shoes of all types and sizes – dress
shoes, boots, sneakers, sandals, etc. –
as part of a fundraiser.
Please bring your donations to the Parish
Center lobby during the week or to the
Rosemont Chapel during weekend liturgies.

Readings for the Week:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

5-180 St. Thomas of Villanova

1 Pt 5:1-4; Mt 16:13-19
Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15
Jon 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32
Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25;
Mt 7:7-12
Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26
Dt 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18;
Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10

2021 RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVES
Tuesday, March 23, 2021
Tuesday, April 13, 2021
2:00pm to 7:00pm at St. Thomas of Villanova
Rosemont Auditorium
To Sign up: www.Redcrossblood.org —
USE THE SPONSOR CODE; StThomasRosemont or call 1-800-RedCross
All blood, platelet and plasma donations will be tested for COVID-19 antibodies. Here's what donors need to know:
- The COVID-19 antibody test used by the Red Cross is authorized by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration and may indicate if the donor’s immune system has produced antibodies to the
coronavirus, regardless of whether they developed symptoms.
- The Red Cross is not testing to diagnose an illness, referred to as a diagnostic test. Individuals who
believe they may be ill with COVID-19 should not present to donate until they are symptom free for 28 days.
- The blood donation process will not change — donations will be tested using samples obtained at the time
of donation. There will be no charge to donors.
- Due to the anticipated high demand, appointments are highly encouraged.
- Donors can expect to receive the results of their antibody test within 7 to 10 days of their donation through
the Blood Donor App or donor portal at RedCrossBlood.org.
- Donors need to have a successful donation to receive the COVID-19 antibody test results. Per standard
donation procedure, only successful donations are sent to our laboratory for testing.

For questions about eligibility: call 1 800-RED-CROSS

We will continue to offer Live Stream Masses from the
St. Thomas of Villanova Church
and Rosemont Chapel.
Instructions to view the Live Stream
Parish Masses are:

:
Go to www.stthomasofvillanova.org
Go to HOME (www.stthomasofvillanova.org)
Click on HOME and you will see the front
doors of the church.
Scroll down until you see…
“Click Here for Live Streaming at Rosemont
Chapel” or “Live Streaming at the
Villanova Church”

St. Thomas of Villanova Parish is hosting an

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING DRIVE
Saturday, March 20th — 9:00am-1:00pm
In the Lower Parking Lot — Rosemont Chapel

Recycle almost anything with a PLUG for free
including computers, gaming systems, flat screen
monitors, phone systems, stereos, and printers. They
are unable to accept: air conditioners and large
appliances. (Old Style TVs and CRT Monitors do
require a $30.00 disposal fee.)

Recycling service is provided by PAR RECYCLE
WORKS, a local nonprofit that sells reusable
materials collected from electronic devices to help to
pay for salaries and job skill development for formerly
incarcerated men and women in order to support their
productive re-entry back into society.
(www.par-recycleworks.org)
Data Security - all servers, towers and laptops will be
demanufactured. Hard drives will be degaussed and
rendered unusable.
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St. Thomas of Villanova Women’s Speaker Series
Presents Dr. Dan Gottlieb, Radio Host and Author

The Wisdom We're Born With: Restoring Our Faith in Ourselves
Thursday March 4 at 7 pm via Zoom

As long-time host of “Voices in the Family” on WHYY, Dan Gottlieb has helped us navigate change, mourn loss
and celebrate the big and little moments of life. He had taught his listeners what it means to have “a curious mind
and an open heart.” Now let’s join Dr. Gottlieb for an evening of inspiration hosted by the St. Thomas of Villanova
Women's Speaker Series. He will suggest ways to take the lessons we’ve learned from the past year and harness
them for positive, forward motion in the months ahead. In addition, Dr. Gottlieb will also share thoughts from his
most recent book, The Wisdom We're Both With: Restoring Our Faith in Ourselves.
Don’t miss this exciting virtual event. Please RSVP to service@stvparish.org or call (610) 525-4801, ext. 221. After
registration, you will receive an event reminder and Zoom link to participate.

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE ST. THOMAS CRS CHAPTER?
Would you like to collaborate with others passionate about making the world a better place?
Given the events of the past several months, it is increasingly evident how interconnected our
world is and how our faith calls us to support our brothers and sisters in need. Catholic Relief
Services (CRS) is forming local chapters at the parish level which will support our global family
through education, advocacy and chapter giving actions such as CRS Rice Bowl. Benefits in
joining a CRS Chapter include:
-- becoming a part of a community committed to learning about global issues and making a
difference through prayer, advocacy and community giving;
-- growing closer to God and your community while learning about and building a connection
to those CRS serves around the world; and
-- participating in monthly national conference calls featuring guest speakers, best practice
sharing and ongoing training.

If you are interested in joining our CRS Chapter here at St. Thomas of Villanova, please join us
for a meeting via ZOOM on Tuesday, March 2nd at 6:30pm. This session will outline what our
work as chapter members will involve. Following the March 2nd meeting, we will have a fourpart orientation series on subsequent Tuesday evenings (March 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th) at
6:30pm also via ZOOM. Contact Cathy Van Kula at service@stvparish.org for access to the
Zoom link or if you have additional questions.
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St. Thomas of Villanova Parish
will be hosting a clothing drive to benefit
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
Saturday, March 27th from 12:00 to 4:00 pm.
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul will be using the services of GreenDrop to support
their clothing drive. Look for the GreenDrop truck in the side lot by Rosemont Chapel
where an attendant will be available to assist you with your donations. Please place
your donations of usable men's, women's and children's clothing in plastic bags or boxes.
Household items such as: kitchenware, games/toys, small appliances under 50 pounds,
electronics, sporting goods, books, CDs & videos are also accepted. Unfortunately,
furniture, large appliances, TVs or computer monitors cannot be accepted. For a
full list of acceptable items visit www.gogreendrop.com

Walking with Moms
In Need

New initiative!
St. Thomas of Villanova is
looking for volunteers to
be part of the core team.
Walking with Moms in Need is a year of service where Catholic
parishes and communities "walk in the shoes" of local pregnant
and parenting women in need. Everyone should know how to
help moms in difficult circumstances. Pope Francis reminds us,
our parishes need to be “islands of mercy in the midst of the sea
of indifference.” Everyone in our parish community should know
where to refer a pregnant woman in need. In order to assess,
expand, and better communicate resources to local pregnant
moms and families in need, we are looking for volunteers to be
part of the core team to help assess met and unmet needs &
ways to close the gap.
For more information, to receive updates or to be part of the parish core team, please contact Maria Luby fl-youth@stvparish.org
or 610-525-4801.

Nursing’s Villanova Reachout
Welcomes Socially Isolated
Older Adult Referrals
Do you know a lonely older adult who can
benefit from free, regular, social calls from a
trained Villanova volunteer? The Fitzpatrick
College of Nursing's GiG has launched
Villanova ReachOut , connecting Villanova
students, staff or faculty with older adults
experiencing social isolation or loneliness.
Weekly calls between the pair are
voluntary and do NOT provide health advice.
All volunteers receive training and have
contact with a Nursing faculty member.
Please share with any older adult who would
like to be partnered with a volunteer. Referrals can be made ia reachout@villanova.edu,
610-519-5969 or through the online form.
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St. Augustine Parish, Philadelphia, Presents:
Everything you always wanted to know about The Sacraments! *

* But were afraid to ask (Part 2)

Why does the Church only ordain men as priests?
Why are Last Rites now called Anointing of the Sick?
Why Confession? Can’t I just tell God I’m sorry?
Can a divorced person receive Communion?

WHAT ARE YOUR QUESTIONS? Submit your questions for our four-part series during Lent when
we will discuss and answer questions regarding the “Sacraments of Healing” and the “Sacraments of
Commitment.” Join us and our special guest participants via Zoom from 7:00pm to 8:30pm on the dates
listed below!
2/23 RECONCILIATION - Most Rev. Nelson J. Perez, D.D., Archbishop of Philadelphia - Register at this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvf-ChrTgiG9cOD7E51pWTsiyaN_glL4se
3/2 ANOINTING OF THE SICK - Rev. Zachary Navit, JD, MA, MDiv, Chaplain, St. Mary Center for
Rehabilitation and Healthcare, Lansdale, PA - Register at the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0tce-gqDMvHdxJcCh9p1M7orzMHqLbG2AW
3/9 MATRIMONY - Deacon Mike and Cathy Kubiak, former Coordinator of Marriage Preparation for the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia Office of Life and Family - Register at the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYvd-utqiwtGtMBczVb4U9pkpcak30lkbOW
3/16 HOLY ORDERS - Rev. Don Reilly, OSA, MA, MDiv (ordained 46 years), Head of School of Malvern
Preparatory School and former Augustinian Provincial of the Province of St. Thomas of Villanova and Rev. Dan
Madden, OSA, MA (ordained 5 months), staff in Student Affairs Office, Merrimack College, North Andover,
MA - Register at the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0lkcOqtrTwvGtBX-CYhl_l8r8StXBOyYZP7
3/23 “HOW DOES IT ALL COME TOGETHER?” - Rev. Monsignor Michael Magee, STD, SLL, MA, MDiv.,
Dean of the School of Theology Studies, Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary, Wynnewood, PA Register at the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsfuiprDojGdF1BKrFbwHzeRfxlMWdFsYO

For more information and to submit your questions, contact Jacob Marquart, O.F.S. at:
staugustineparish09@gmail.com or call 215-627-1838.
Parish Website: www.st-augustinechurch.com

St. Thomas of Villanova
Anti-Racism Committee (ARC)
If you are interested in joining with other parishioners
to explore ways to bring racial justice work to life in
our parish through reflection, conversation, prayer
and action, please contact the chair of the parish
committee, Anne Minicozzi at
anne.minicozzi@villanova.edu.
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