OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
NOVEMBER 20, 2022

Scripture Reflection…

CHRIST THE KING

The figure of a king is one of prominence. A king symbolized his people, was the focal point of attention in
any nation, and people deferred to him as the ultimate authority. Throughout history, there have been good and
bad kings, great souls and tyrants, saints and sinners. The imagery the Church employs on this feast of Christ the
King is a great paradox, for the one we acknowledge as King is portrayed as a common criminal put to death by
earthly powers. Of course, we know that this is the case only for those who do not see with the eyes of faith, but
have limited, temporal vision.
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, is the formal title accorded to our Savior. That means king of everything,
of every aspect of life. And so we look to him to model for us the best way to live. Not only is he a guide for us to
imitate as people of peace, as David was in Israel’s history, the king who brought together the northern and southern
kingdoms, traditionally at odds with each other, into one entity. He is also the one whom Paul describes as a power
beyond earthly power, a king who modeled for us the way to redemption, to true happiness and eternal life. The
point of coming among us as a fellow human being was so that he could show us what is possible for the human
person if we pursue our authentic self, the human person come to full stature in the person of Jesus. His credibility
is confirmed by his suffering. He didn’t just play a role, or waltz through life without enduring what every human
being has to endure. He suffered what the people of his time were suffering, oppression and poverty, showing us in
the flesh how to change the ways of human beings when we are tempted to respond to violence with violence.
Sadly, the way of Jesus Christ has never been truly employed by rulers and kings and presidents; their ways
are to flex their muscles, violently attempting to crush the opposition. No, this king defied the stereotype of kings.
He did not fight back, or advocate violence, or curse his oppressors. Hanging in excruciating pain, he forgave his
enemies, and gave over his life to the One whom he knew was the true power behind all human life, his God. His
example touched the heart of a criminal who saw the truth of who Jesus was, humanity at its best and purest.
The humanity of Jesus Christ hanging on the Cross crowned him the true King of the Universe, lifting him up
not on an instrument of torture, but on a sign of triumph. This is the King of the Jews; this is the King of humanity,
whose victory over sin and hatred and violence and death is completed by the symbol of the Cross for all who see
through the eyes of faith. This is us at our best, and it is who we want to be when all is said and done.

Stewardship Thought for the Week

“….giving thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to
share in the inheritance of the holy ones in light.”
Colossians 1:12
God wants us to be happy! Instead of looking at the Ten
Commandments as being restrictive and telling us what we
can’t do, look at them as guides for living a joy-filled and
peaceful life. Most of our problems arise when we put our
own needs first or we spend most of our time trying to
acquire more stuff. Instead, try putting God first in all things.
We were made for God. Open your heart and let Him in!

Thank you for your generosity for the weekend
of November 12 and 13, 2022:
Number of Envelopes
Envelope Amount
Loose Cash
Electronic Offerings
Other
Total
10% Tithe
November 14, 2021
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268
$14,398.43
$1,664.00
$5,534,94
$665.26
$22,262.63
$2,226.26
$17,101.44

Schedule of Events for the
week of: November 20, 2022
Recitation of the Rosary
after the daily Liturgy.
Mon., Nov. 21st
12:05PM-RMCH
Tues., Nov. 22nd
12:05PM-RMCH
Wed., Nov. 23rd
12:05PM-RMCH
Thurs., Nov. 24th
9:00AM-RMCH
Fri., Nov. 25th
12:05PM-RMCH
Sat., Nov. 26th
9:00AM-RMCH
5:00PM-RMCH
Sun., Nov. 27th
7:30AM-VNCH
9:00AM-RMCH
10:30AM-VNCH

The Presentation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
O’Donnell & McDaid Families
Saint Cecilia
Ecock Family - Millie Seeds & Family
Weekday; Saint Clement I; Saint
Columban; Blessed Miguel
Agustin Pro
Sean O’Hara - Lois Grady
Saint Andrew Dung-Lac &
Companions
Mass of Thanksgiving
Weekday; Saint Catherine of
Alexandria
Winnie Ferrari - Gerri Burton
Weekday
Louise Chichelo - Judy Bartlett
Judy Cipriana - Rothrock Family
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
For the Parishioners of St. Thomas
Baby Angel - Petrizzo Family
Dr. Ted Aceto - Aceto Family

CALLING ALL MEN
Men’s Group Retreat at the IHM
Retreat Center on the grounds of
St. Aloysius Academy, on
Bryn Mawr Ave., Bryn Mawr, PA

Monday, November 21, 2022
Centering Prayer

8:00AM

Tuesday, November 22, 2022
Scripture Reflection - PC1
Rosemont Care Center Mass

10:00AM
2:00PM

Wednesday, November 23, 2022
No Exercise Class
No Religious Education Classes
Family Support Group - Aud (Harten Hall)

Thursday, November 24, 2022 - THANKSGIVING DAY
Parish Office Closed
Preschool Closed
Daily Mass-RMCH
9:00AM
Friday, November 25, 2022
Parish Office Closed
Preschool Closed
Daily Mass-RMCH
Saturday, November 26 2022
Mass of Remembrance—RMCH
ADVENT GIVING TREE
Sunday, November 27, 2022
No Religious Education
Mansion at Rosemont Communion Service
Baptism-VNCH
ADVENT GIVING TREE

5:00PM

11:00AM
12:30PM

NOW MEET THE
AUGUSTINIANS

If you are interested in learning more about the
Order of St. Augustine and what it means to be
an Augustinian, please visit our website:

www.beafriar.org

Fr. Michael’s Scripture Session Resumes
Beginning Tuesday, November 22nd, Fr. Michael will
be resuming his weekly Scripture Reflection
Sessions. The group will meet in PC1 in the Parish
Center on Tuesday mornings from 10:00AM to
11:00AM. The Sunday Mass readings for the
upcoming week will be discussed and prayerfully reflected on at these sessions. Our goal is to gain insights into the Sunday readings in order to enhance our
worship experience. All are welcome, and texts will be
provided.

12:05PM

DISCOVERED
ST. AUGUSTINE?

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2022
From 8:15am—1:15pm
with Daily Mass | Confession
Coffee, Mass, Lunch
To Register, contact Kraig Null at
610-525-4801.

7:00PM

2023 MASS BOOK
Our 2023 MASS BOOK is now open. The
donation for each Mass is still $10.00.
You can make arrangements for an
Announced Mass at the Parish Center.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

We wish a warm welcome to the newest member of
our parish:
Dominic Chiplonia of Bryn Mawr
Matt and Annette Ryan & Family of Wayne
Pierre & Jaime Verger & Family of Bryn Mawr
Congratulations to the newly Baptized members of
our parish:
Mabel, daughter of Jared & Emily Remster
Declan, son of James & Bridget Snyder
Remember those in need of our prayers, especially:
Katherine Breck, Brynn Busby, Peter Cellucci, Austin
DePetris, Lina Fulton, George Getek, James
Gibbons, Jr., Martin Gollin, Patricia Ann Harley, Joe
Hopko, Sam Horsey, Bridget Kelly, Sara Keohane, Kelly
Clarke, Ashley Lythgoe, Pamela LaMonaca, Joe
Massaua, Bill Riley, Michael Salucci, Theresa Sherwin,
Kevin Sousa, Peter Sousa and Robert J. Wahl
Please pray for our soldiers stationed throughout the
world. Please also pray for the soldiers who are
returning from their assignments, especially the
wounded.

PRAYER LINE
The parish prayer line is waiting for your prayer requests. Please contact Marie DellaGreca at
610-525-4801 to activate the parish prayer line. We
have parish teams available for your special
intentions.
DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP
This ministry is for parish families who are in crisis
or for parish couples welcoming a new baby. Homemade dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators
keep a list of volunteers who are called as needed. If
you are in need of this delicious community support,
please contact Sarah Breck at 610-525-4801.
ST. FRANCIS INN
Volunteers are needed to serve the midday meal at
St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday, December
18th. The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily needs
of the poor and homeless people they serve with food,
clothing and hospitality. This ministry is open to
anyone 16 years or older. For more information and
to sign up, contact our parish coordinator, Sheila Holst
at 610-525-4801.
MOTHER AND NEW FAMILY SUPPORT MINISTRY
Parishioner and nurse practitioner volunteer offers
support to new moms and their families who are
navigating the complexities of motherhood and the
addition of a new baby to the family. Contact Suzanne
Foley or Cathy Van Kula at 610-525-4801.

THANKSGIVING DAY
The Thanksgiving Day Mass will be celebrated on
Thursday, November 24th at 9:00AM
in the Rosemont Chapel.
We also ask that you bring non-perishable food items for the hungry. The non-perishable food
items will be taken to our sister parish, St. Cyprian in West Philadelphia, and distributed through
their food cupboard.
SPECIFICALLY NEEDED NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS:
Cereal, tuna fish, hearty soups, canned stews, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti rings or
Chef Boyardee pastas, peanut butter and jelly, oatmeal, canned green or
mixed vegetables, and toilet paper.
Because of the Thanksgiving Holiday, the Parish Office and Preschool are closed
on Friday, November 25th. The daily Mass is at 12:05pm.
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SYNOD 2024
Recently, the Vatican issued a summary report from the millions of responses via the listening
sessions conducted throughout the world. These responses, synthesized and transmitted to each
diocese, were sent to the General Secretariat of the Synod. Globally, participation exceeded all
expectations. The report cited that not only dioceses, but also religious institutes of consecrated life
(like the Augustinians), associations and lay movements of the faithful, and groups and individuals from all
continents participated. What resulted is a Document for the Continental Stage (DCS), which was recently
released. You can access it at: www.synod.va. The document is entitled: Working Document for the
Continental Stage.
Our parish is moving forward, together with the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, to collaborate in the
next steps for the worldwide Synod, which will convene in October 2023 and continue through 2024.
Information will be shared with the parish on a regular basis to keep you informed and to invite you further
into the process.

Villanova Celebration of
Lessons and Carols
Come join the Parish Choir for Advent!
Contact Dr. Ted Latham at 610-525-4801 ext. 223
Practice tracks are available by email for those
that are only available to sing at the
Sunday 10:30am Mass.

Be part of a Villanova
Holiday Tradition

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES (CRS)
ADDRESSES CLIMATE CHANGE

Join us for a concert featuring
the St. Thomas of Villanova Parish Choir,
St. Thomas Teen Choir, Laetate Ringers and
St. Aloysius Academy Select Choir
for an Evening of Advent and
Christmas Music and Readings.

Tuesday, December 6, 2022 at 7:30pm
St. Thomas of Villanova Church

All are Welcome!!

Readings for the Week:
Monday:
Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5: Lk 21:1-4
Tuesday:
Rv 14:14-19; Lk 21:5-11
Wednesday:
Rv 15:1-4; Lk 21:12-19
Thursday:
Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a;
Lk 21:20-28
Friday:
Rv 20:1-4, 11—21:2; Lk 21:21-29
Saturday:
Rv 22:1-7; Lk 21:34-36
Sunday:
Is 2:1-5; Rom 13:11-14;
Mt 24:37-44

“Preservation of the environment, promotion of
sustainable development and particular attention to
climate change are matters of grave concern for the
entire human family. No nation or business sector can
ignore the ethical implications present in all economic
and social development. With increasing clarity,
scientific research demonstrates that the impact of
human actions in any one place or region can have
worldwide effects.” ~ Pope Benedict XVI
The United Nations Climate Change Convention
COP27 has begun, and CRS is advocating for:
1) Robust funding for adaptation to help low-income
communities cope with climate change;
2) Transitioning to a climate-resilient food system to
support small-scale producers; 3) Lower carbon
emissions to stay below the 1.5ºC target. Be sure to
visit www.crs.org for more information and to find out
how you can help.
If you are interested in getting involved with CRS at
the parish level, please contact Cathy Van Kula at
610-525-4801, ext. 221, to learn more about our CRS
Chapter, a joint effort with our sister parish, St.
Cyprian.
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The Parish Community of St. Thomas of Villanova
announces the Advent Giving Tree
the First 3 Sundays of Advent 2022
For many years our parish community has worked with
Campus Ministry of Villanova University to buy hundreds
of gifts of clothing and gift cards for children and adults in
five faith communities listed below:
St. Cyprian Parish, our sister parish in West Philadelphia
Providence Center, sponsored by the Sisters of the Holy Child
St. Elizabeth’s Wellness Center (Project HOME)
Holy Family Nursing Home, sponsored by the Little Sisters of the Poor
Mercy Neighborhood Ministries, sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy

Tin Angels will be available for purchase
at the rear of both Churches on the weekends of
NOVEMBER 27TH, DECEMBER 4TH, and DECEMBER 11TH.
Your monetary gift will be used to buy a specific clothing item or a gift card.
Watch the Christmas Trees radiate with Angels throughout the Advent Season!
If you can wrap gifts on Monday, December 5th at 12:30pm in the
Rosemont Auditorium, call 610-525-4801

THE STV ADVENT ANGELUS
PRAYER CHALLENGE…
Looking for a way to make Advent special?
Want to improve your individual and family
prayer life and grow closer to the Lord? Want
to join in solidarity with fellow parishioners to
help build up our community spirit? Then
here’s the answer -- sign up for the STV
Advent Angelus Prayer Challenge! It’s easy.
Simply commit to pray the Angelus prayer on
your own (or with others) three times a day
during Advent. The Angelus is a powerful yet
simple Marian based prayer (takes less than
2 minutes) that has made a remarkable
difference in countless people’s lives for
centuries. Look for a signup sheet and
prayer cards in the back of the Church call
610-525-4801 ext. 208 and we will add your
name for you. Let’s get praying!.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED FOR
ADVENT
GIVING TREE
Advent Angel sellers are needed for
“selling” Angels earmarked for gifts of
clothing or gift cards for
five faith communities in Philadelphia.
You are needed for 15-20 minutes after
the Mass you attend during the
Advent season.
Please contact Cathy Van Kula at
610-525-4801, ext. 221.

HOME VISITS
Would you like Holy Communion brought
to you in your home? Please call our
parish office to schedule a visit.
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Join us on
Saturday, December 3rd
at 10:00AM for
Breakfast with
Santa
Hosted by
The Family Life Committee
MAKE CRAFTS WITH PARISH TEENS
Please bring a multipack of new socks for boys or girls to help the
children served by the Joy of Sox or a baby crib sheet for
the children served by Cradles to Crayons
Volunteer Teens needed. Contact 610-525-4801
RSVP: 610-525-4801 with
number of children and adults.

Location: Harten Hall (Rosemont Auditorium)

Provide JOY and HEALTH with new socks!






Every night in the United States over 560,000 people are experiencing homelessness
Socks are the #1 item requested at shelters
The Joy of Sox collects NEW socks for men, women and children
Over the last 12 years we have distributed over 825,000 pairs of socks in 273 shelters in 34
states and 6 countries
Our Socktober 2022 goal is to
collect 12,000 pairs of socks

Let's help The Joy of Sox (founded by STV parishioner Tom Costello) reach its Socktober 2022 Goal. Bring in pairs
of NEW socks and we will take them to The Joy of Sox for distribution. Drop off your donations at the Parish Center
during office hours, Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-4:30pm, and Friday 9:00am-1:00pm.
Thank you for your generosity.
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Please stop by the Mission of Faith Resource
Center to see the large variety of books, booklets
& other items available to support you & your
family on their faith journey. The Resource
Center is located in the vestibule of the Rosemont
Chapel and is filled with material that is free of
charge. Gift donations are accepted to help cover
the cost to replenish items in our display. Take full
advantage of these resources. We pray that your
lives now and along your journey towards God in
the future will be blessed.
Stewardship: A Mission of Faith is a 501(c)(3) not
for profit organization. Learn more about Stewardship: A Mission of Faith by visiting
www.StewardshipMission.org.

DONATIONS FOR UKRAINE
With the war stretching on relentlessly and
cold weather coming, our Ukrainian brothers and
sisters need our help. Please consider making
donations online to crs.org or sending donations to
Catholic Relief Services, P.O. Box 17090, Baltimore
MD 21297. You can also send checks payable to
Ukrainian Archeparchy, (memo on check should say
“Ukrainian Archeparchy”) 810 N. Franklin Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19123.
Let us join together in doing God’s work and
continue unceasing prayer for peace and justice for
our Ukrainian brothers and sisters in Christ.

2022 RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Monday, November 28, 2022
2:00pm to 7:00pm
at St. Thomas of Villanova Parish
Rosemont Auditorium
Please call 1-800-733-2767 or visit
RedCrossBlood.org and Enter:
StThomasRosemont to schedule an appointment.
While the need for blood and platelet donations is
constant, a severe cold and flu season can result
in fewer donations if many become sick and need
to postpone a blood donation until they are well.
According to health officials, both influenza and
COVID-19 cases are expected to surge simultaneously this winter. With an increase in flu cases
already being seen in some communities, it’s
particularly important that those who are in good
health share their good health by giving blood.

The Red Cross urges blood donors of all types
and those who have never given before to
book a time to give blood or platelets now and
help keep the blood supply strong for hospital
patients.
Give the gift of life. Sign up to be a
blood donor today!
For questions about eligibility:
call 1 800-RED-CROSS

CENTERING PRAYER GROUP
STV's Centering Prayer Group meets in person
every Monday, including holidays, at 8 AM in the
Rosemont Chapel. Mask-wearing is optional.
Centering Prayer is a method of meditation used by
Christians placing a strong emphasis on interior
silence, which takes 20 minutes. Thomas Keating
offers a detailed description of the process in a
you-tube clip at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=5FWvxwfN_CE. All are welcome.

A gentle reminder to all of our wonderful
parishioners, let us all be good stewards
to work together to keep our
churches looking beautiful.
Please remember to place the gathering
books and supplemental Augustinian
binders neatly back into the hymnal racks at
the end of Mass.
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Thank you.

The STV Parish Community striving for integrity and accountability in Church.
As relevant news and background items come to light, we will highlight them here for your reading and thought.
Bishops and Sex Abuse- It's a New Tsunami
https://international.la-croix.com/news/religion/bishops-and-sex-abuse-its-a-new-tsunami/16866
French Bishop Defends Handling of Predecessor's Sex Abuse Case
https://international.la-croix.com/news/religion/french-bishop-defends-handling-of-predecessors-sex-abuse-case/16894
Note: If you access these items from the parish website, the hotlinks can save a lot of error-prone typing.

Please join us for a
Brown Bag Lunch and Lecture

Monday, December 12th 12:45pm
Confirmation Students have completed their
Saint projects and they are on display in the
back of the church for the month of
November. Please pray for the candidates as
they prepare for their sacrament in March…all
you holy men and women pray for us!

WELCOME VISITORS
Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are
visiting our beautiful church or chapel, please know
you are most welcome! If you have
questions or are interested in joining our parish
community, please call the parish office at
610-525-4801.

St. Thomas of Villanova’s Harten Hall
(underneath the Rosemont Chapel)

Topic: Christmas Art at the Philadelphia
Museum of Art (lecture by Power
Point)
Speaker: John Immerwahr
- Parishioner and retired
Villanova Faculty and
Art Museum Docent since 2015
Bring your lunch.
Drinks and desserts are provided.
Bring a friend!
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Join the Women of Walking with Purpose as we celebrate the blessed
season of Advent with an evening of quiet festivities and beauty as we
prepare our hearts for Jesus’ birth! The evening includes a catered dinner,
program and time to gather with new and old friends.

Advent by Candlelight
When & Where

Thursday, December 1, 2022 — 6:00pm to 9:00pm
St. Thomas of Villanova Auditorium
1229 East Lancaster Avenue, Rosemont, PA 19010
RSVP to 610-525-4801 by November 17, 2022
as an individual, group or share a table.
Maximum 8 persons per table
$20 per person Cash, Check or Venmo
Check made out to St. Thomas of Villanova (memo WWP-ABC)
Venmo: @Saint-Thomas-2
Each table to provide beverages, dessert & table decorations
Coffee, tea and water will be provided.
ST. JOHN’S CASSEROLES
Want to help out a great nonprofit that serves hot
meals to those in need?
St. John’s Hospice is greatly in need of pre-cooked
casseroles. Every day they provide over 350 lunchtime
meals to homeless people in Philadelphia close
to the Convention Center.
We are looking for volunteers who can make a
casserole and bring it to our freezers located in the
room outside the elevator in the lower level of the
Rosemont Chapel. Casserole tins are available on the
top of the freezers. Any home cooked casseroles must
have a protein, i.e., meat and/or beans. Please label
and date your casserole with masking tape.
If you have any questions, or need recipes for the
casseroles, please contact Cathy Van Kula at
610-525-4801 ext.221
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