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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME             August 17, 2014 

     

       A Note from Fr. Joe …. 
 
 One of the highlights of my government career was getting to work in the Olympic Intelligence Center in 
Atlanta in 1996.  Once while riding on the subway during those Summer Olympics, I almost caused an international 
incident.  Perhaps that’s a bit dramatic, but hopefully it got your attention.  A T-shirt I was wearing led to a lively 
discussion among those, from around the world, in my train car.  Printed on the shirt was a quote from the founder 
of the modern Olympics, Pierre de Coubertin, which read: “The most important thing in the Olympic Games is not 
winning, but taking part; the essential thing in life is not conquering, but competing well.”  Some argued that it was 
‘pie in the sky’ and, who was anyone kidding?, all that mattered was winning a medal – preferably a gold one. 
 But this Sunday’s Readings vividly remind us that our faith, at its core, calls us to a similar ideal as 
expressed in the Olympic movement.  In fact, the very meaning of ‘catholic’ is universal.  And we believe that Jesus 
the Christ came into our world to save everyone – you, me, those we like, those we don’t, those in our 
neighborhood, and those across the globe.  Does the way we live really reflect this?  Do doubts linger, leading us to 
be closed to the other, to the one of a different race, culture, religion?  
 Recall the word of the Lord spoken through the prophet Isaiah – “for my house shall be called a house of 
prayer for all peoples.”  And what St. Paul is so excited about in his Letter to the Romans is to relate again that God 
chose Israel as an initial point of contact to redeem all of humankind – Jews and Gentiles alike.  “The gifts and the 
call of God are irrevocable…that he might have mercy upon all.”  No bias.  No discrimination.  No exclusions here.   
God chose Israel to be the beachhead of the Good News into the rest of the world.  In his humanity, Jesus is 
challenged by the Canaanite woman – a female Gentile – to recognize this.  Through her, his divine mission ‘to 
make disciples of all nations’ begins to emerge.  Early Christians came to love and treasure this Gospel story 
because it shows the power of faith regardless of who expresses it.  In fact, in all of Matthew, the Canaanite woman 
is the only one who is said, by Jesus, to have had ‘great faith.’  Like an Olympian, she persisted and persevered, 
motivated in this case by love for her daughter. 
 We stumble, we become smug if we fall into the trap, as someone described it, of having “just enough 
religion to hate, but not enough to love.”  And we grow in our love, in our faith solely by exercising it, by taking part, 
by competing well; by truly seeing that we all live in the same world, that we’re part of the one human family.  Face it 
though, this inclusive work can be hard, can’t it?  We’d rather hang out with people like us – people who speak our 
language, vote for our party, share our beliefs, live in our zip codes.  But that’s not God’s way, that’s not the way of 
our faith.  So what can you and I do?  As the popular bumper sticker puts it, “Think globally.  Act locally.”  And 
remember that Jesus the Christ, after all, does love every last one of us.  That’s what it means to believe as a 
‘catholic,’ holding to a universal faith. 
 
God Bless! 
Fr. Joe     

   

PROJECT  ENDING! 
 
 The chilled underground piping project at Villanova University – that ultimately, among 
other things, will assist in the updating of air conditioning for the Villanova Church – is almost done.  
Final paving is scheduled for Monday and Tuesday, August 18-19, with everything finished for 
freshmen move-in on the 20th.  Where does the time go?!  The Fedigan Gate (off of 320/Spring Mill 
Rd.) will remain open, the majority of the time, for access to the Church – but, again, follow the 
instructions of the guards and any signs that may be posted.  
 As always, remember that the preferred primary option for Church parking is the lot 
directly across Lancaster Avenue.  The only parishioners coming onto campus for Sunday Mass 
or other services should be those with different mobility needs.   Please keep this in mind, 
especially during the final days of this project, and be respectful of the parking for Augustinian residents 
around the Monastery. Thank you for your cooperation!  Fr. Joe  
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   Schedule of  Events for the  
     week of:  August 17, 2014         
     Recitation of the Rosary   
      after the daily Liturgy. 

 
 

Monday, August 18, 2014  
Art Class  - PC1                                                       11:00AM 
Food Addicts in Recovery  - Café                              7:00PM 
IHN WEEK 
 
Tuesday, August 19, 2014 
BP Screening after 12:05 Mass 
Staff Meeting                                                              1:00PM  
IHN WEEK 
 
Wednesday, August 20, 2014 
Exercise  - Aud                                                         10:00AM 
No Honickman Ministry during August                                                   
IHN WEEK 
                  
Thursday, August 21, 2014  
Rosemont Presbyterian Village Mass                         9:00AM 
Red Cross Bloodmobile in Aud                   11:30AM-6:30PM 
Golden Living Mass                                                    2:00PM 
IHN WEEK    
 
Friday, August 22, 2014 
Parish Office Closes at 1:00PM  
IHN WEEK 
 
Saturday, August 23, 2014                                         
IHN WEEK 
                                                    
Sunday, August 24, 2014 
Rosemont Village Eucharistic Prayer Service          10:30AM 
Baptism-VNCH                                                         10:30PM  
IHN MOVES OUT 

 
 
 
 
Mon., August 18th    Weekday     
12:05PM-RMCH         Fr. Chuck Gallagher  - Feher Family 
Tues., August 19th   Weekday; Saint John Eudes; Saint 
      Ezekiel Moreno 
12:05PM-RMCH           
Wed., August 20th     Saint Bernard 
12:05PM-RMCH          
Thurs., August 21st   Saint Pius X 
12:05PM-RMCH 
Fri., August 22nd        The Queenship of the Blessed 
    Virgin Mary 
12:05PM-RMCH       
Sat., August 23rd       Weekday; St. Rose of Lima 
9:00AM-RMCH      
5:00PM-RMCH   Lita Ildefonso  - Anne Evangelisti    
Sun., August 24th     Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary 

 Time  
7:30AM-VNCH             Ed Barrow  - Mary Ann Barrow 
9:00AM-RMCH            For the Parishioners of St. Thomas 
10:30AM-VNCH           Christopher McGinnis  - Family 

Stewardship  Thought for the Week 
 
“For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.” 
    Romans 11:29 
 
God has a special mission in mind for each of us.  
He has given us the gifts we need to accomplish 
that mission.  We are called to be good stewards by 
using those gifts to do the work that He has planned 
for each of us.  If we deny our gifts or fail to use 
them as God calls us to use them, then some part of 
His work will be left undone. 

“Masses in Interpreted American Sign Language”  
 
 Masses with an American Sign Language Interpreter 
will resume on September 14th and 28th.  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK:  
 
Monday:  Ez 24:15-24; Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10; Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11; Mt 10:1-16  
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28; Mt 11:1-14 
Friday:   Ez 37:1-14; Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday: Ez 43:1-7a; Mt 23:1-12 
Sunday:                Is 22:19-23; Rom 11:33-36; 
  Mt 16:13-20 

ST. THOMAS PARISH CENTER 
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

 
     The Parish Office will close  
         on Fridays at 1:00PM 
          through August 22nd. 

 

Thank you for your generosity for the following 
weekend of August 9 and 10, 2014: 
 
Number of Envelopes                                  244                                                                     
Envelope Amount                      $12,193.00  
Loose Cash:                         $1,502.00   
Electronic Offerings:                        $2,797.88 
Other                                                               
            Total                                        $16,492.88          
      10% Tithe                                        $1,649.29 
Income for August 11, 2013                 $16,898.88 
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We extend a warm welcome to the newest members of  
our parish: 
Kimberly Contegiacomo of Bryn Mawr 
Claudio & Maria Giraudo & Family of Bryn Mawr 
Joseph Treston & Laccy Ziman of Glen Mills 
 
Congratulations to the newly Baptized Members of our 
parish:   
Anna Eleanor, daughter of Brian & Lisa Hartshorn 
Charlotte Lourdes, daughter of Robert & Patricia Healy 
Skylar Kathleen, daughter of Robert & Patricia Healy 
Ethan Grant, son of Lee & Allison Satanoff 
Charles Xavier, son of Paul & Carol Wiget 
 
Resting in Peace: 
Mrs. Mary Jane Barry 
Mr. Peter G. Nyhart 
 
Remember those in need of our prayers, especially: 
Julia Barlow, Frank Beston, Peggy Caulfield, Mary Ann 
Dadourian,  Bob Ellison, Jack Geraghty, Patricia Ann Harley, 
Bridget Kelly, Joseph Maiorana, Garrett P. McAleer (baby), 
Madeleine O’Callaghan, Rita O’Connor, Julia Boland 
Paparella, Alice Rogers, and Annie Sears. 
 
 

Please pray for our soldiers assigned in  
Afghanistan and in other parts of the world. 

Please also pray for the soldiers who are 
returning from their assignments, 
especially the wounded soldiers. 

 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
 
PRAYERLINE 
The parish prayerline is waiting for your prayer request. 
This week call Mary Ann Barrow at 610-525-4164 or 
email mabstv@verizon.net to activate the parish 
prayerline. Two parish teams are available for your  
special intentions.  If you would like to hear more about 
this Prayer Ministry, contact Mary Ann.  You can pray 
for the intentions of our parishioners and their family 
and friends  — at any time  — from anywhere.   
 
PROJECT HOPE 
This is a transportation ministry for our Parish. If you 
need a ride to your medical appointments or to food 
shop this week, please call Pat Herbison at 610-527-
3556.  Please give at least 3 days notice.    
 
DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP 
This ministry is for parish families who are in crisis or  
for parish couples welcoming a new baby. Homemade 
dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators keep a 
list of volunteers who are called as needed. If you are 
in need of this delicious community support, please call  
Sarah Breck at 610-975-0444. 
 
ST. FRANCIS INN 
 We are forming a parish work group to serve the  
midday meal at the St. Francis Inn in Kensington on  
Sunday, September 21st.  The Inn tries to meet the  
immediate daily needs of the poor and homeless  
people they serve with food, clothing and hospitality. 
This ministry is open to anyone 16 years or older.  For 
more information and to sign up, contact our parish 
coordinator, Ruth Reeder at 610-662-2055 or 
villanovaruth@aol.com.   
      
FEED THE HUNGRY MINISTRY 
Feed the Hungry Ministry will be serving dinner on 
Saturday night, September 6th, at the Life Center in 
Upper Darby.  Your food donations are greatly  
appreciated.  If you can prepare a meatloaf, potatoes, 
vegetable, salad, dessert and deliver it to the Steele’s 
home in Villanova on September 6th, contact Dennis 
Steele at steelecreativity@gmail.com or call Denise at  
484-343-4473. 

STV PARISH REMINDERS: 
  
 There is only a 7:00pm and 9:00pm 
Mass in the Villanova Church next Sunday 
August 22nd.   On Sunday, August 31st, we will 
have all three Masses:  5:30pm, 7:00pm and 
9:00pm.  

 

  

NEWS FROM ST. 

THOMAS OF VILLANOVA 

PRESCHOOL 
 

 September 2014 begins our 34
th
 year of 

Preschool Classes for 2, 3, 4 and 5 year old children.  
If interested, please contact Mary Kurek, at 610-525-
7554 or email stv.maryshouse1@gmail.com for  an 
application or additional information. 
 We will also be offering “Me and You Toddler 
Twos” again this coming school year.  Children must 
be 2 by October 1

st 
for the first session which begins 

October 8
th
.  All children will need to be accompanied 

by a parent or caregiver.  The classes will be held on 
Wednesdays from 9:30am to 10:30am.  
 

 

mailto:villanovaruth@aol.com
mailto:stv.maryshouse1@gmail.com
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Men of our Parish  
 

…. You are invited to join us for our weekly Gospel 
Reflection Group held every Thursday morning from 
6:30AM – 7:30AM in the Parish Center.  This gathering 
allows Christian men the opportunity to come together 
and share in the Gospel and how it impacts their hearts, 
relative to their lives today.  Come and check us out. 
 
When:  Every Thursday morning from 
   6:30AM – 7:30AM 
 
Where:  St. Thomas of Villanova Parish Center 

Need more information?  Contact Kraig Null at 

krnull62@gmail.com. 

           

       Opportunity to Serve 
   
    Assistants are need to serve 
      several times a year at the 
       Exposition of the Blessed  
     Sacrament on First Fridays 
   Following the 12:05 Mass at the 
              Rosemont Chapel.  
 

The responsibilities are not difficult and the service is an 
opportunity to be a part of the gift of Eucharistic 
Adoration for St. Thomas of Villanova Parish.   For more 
information, contact Ann Rafferty at 610-687-2764 or 
raffertyannh@gmail.com.  

        SCHOOL SUPPLIES  

          FOR  

      ST. FRANCIS CABRINI  

        REGIONAL SCHOOL 
      
      

     While buying school supplies for your children, 
grandchildren or friends, please pick up extra school 
supplies for the children of our sister parish, St. 
Francis Cabrini Regional School in Philadelphia.  Over 
320 students are expected to attend SFC Regional in 
the fall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Suggested items: 
 
     Pencils, black marble composition books,  
     (no spiral books are used), erasable black ink  
     pens, erasers, scissors for little fingers,  
     backpacks, crayons, pencils, magic markers,  
     scientific TI34 calculators, construction paper,  
     glue sticks, thesaurus, 3X5 index cards, and  
     book jackets for large text books 

 
You can bring your gifts to the Rosemont Chapel on 
Saturday or Sunday mornings after Mass or the 
Parish Center anytime during the work week.  
  
   Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POPE FRANCIS APPEALS TO THE WHOLE  

CHURCH TO RAISE UP ONE VOICE OF CEASELESS 

PRAYER, IMPLORING THE HOLY SPIRIT TO SEND 

THE GIFT OF PEACE TO IRAQ. 

 

ARCHBISHOP CHAPUT INVITES THE CLERGY AND 

FAITHFUL OF THE ARCHDIOCESE TO HEED THIS  

APPEAL OF THE HOLY FATHER AND JOIN 

TOGETHER IN PRAYER FOR IRAQ. 

 

The Holy Father has repeated with great urgency the 
pressing need for all members of the Church 
throughout the world to united in prayer for an 
immediate end to the violence and destruction, 
especially directed at defenseless Christians, in Iraq.  
Pope Francis with the same urgency calls for 
international community to protect those who have 
suffered from such horrific violence and to guarantee 
assistance for survival.  
 

Prayerful remembrance of the devastating plight of 
Christians in Iraq should be encouraged at this time 
whenever Catholics gather for the celebration of the 
Sacred Liturgy and for devotional prayer, especially in 
adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament and while 
praying the Holy Rosary.   
 

This Sunday, August 17th, a Holy Hour will take place 
at the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul, 
18th street and the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, 
Philadelphia, beginning at 5:30pm, to pray especially 
for the intention of peace in Iraq. 
 

Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us! 
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Religious Education Program for 2014-2015 
 
New Registrations for children in Grades K-8  
attending public or charter/private school are being 
accepted.   Please call Gregory Stejskal at 610-525- 
4801 ext. 204 or go to the Parish website: http://
www.stthomasofvillanova.org/  to obtain the necessary 
forms.  
 

Classes for grades K-8 are Sundays from 10:10am –
11:25am and for grades 1-6 on Wednesday from 
4:30pm–5:45 pm. 
 
Re-Registration- students who have been in the 
program should return their Stewardship Covenant 
forms to the Parish Center. 
 
Opening Session: 
   September 7  — 10:10am in the Rosemont Chapel  
         for Sunday classes 
   September 7  — 11:45am in the Rosemont Chapel  
         for Wednesday classes 
   Parents and children report for the Opening Session. 
 
Wanted:  Grade 4 Catechist for our Religious 
Education Program on Sundays, 10:10-11:25am and 
Wednesdays, 4:30-5:45pm.  Training, materials are 
provided.  Contact Gregory Stejskal at 610-525-4801 
or go to: rel.ed@stvparish.org.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adult Faith Committee  

 
The Pastoral Council approved the formation  

of an Adult Faith Committee. 
 

 This committee would meet four times a  
year to plan and choose topics, speakers, 

programs for adult faith formation.  If you are 
interested in  joining this committee, please email 

Ernie Sherretta at office@stvparish.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

Is the RCIA for you ? 

 Are you interested in becoming a Christian in 
the Catholic tradition? 
 Are you curious about the Catholic Faith, but 
not sure you want to make a commitment? 
 Are you married to a Catholic spouse, raising 
children Catholic, and interested in becoming A 
Catholic Christian ? 
 Are you a Catholic adult who desires to 
complete the initiation process by being Confirmed and/
or celebrating Eucharist. 
 
 The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
provides us with the ingredients of a journey of faith 
where the key moments of conversion are celebrated 
liturgically within the parish community.  
 

RCIA sessions begin in September and are 
conducted on Sundays, 11:45am -1:00pm. 
For more information call Deacon Donald 

DiCarlo at 610-525-4801, or go to: 
deacon@stvparish.org 

The STV Mom’s invite you to a  

6 Week Parenting Course 

 

 

“Creating Harmony in 

Your Home” 

 

 
Tuesday Mornings beginning September 16th 

9:15am-11:00am 
First Floor of the Parish Center 

 
Cost for course and materials……   $145.00 

 
RSVP to Maria Luby at mmluby@gmail.com  

by September 2nd. 
 
Lisa Corcoran is a well know parent educator and will 
help you to bring the joy back to parenting.  For more 
information on Lisa and the parenting course go to 
www.parentingplaybook.net.  
 

http://www.stthomasofvillanova.org/
http://www.stthomasofvillanova.org/


6-180 St. Thomas of Villanova 

 

     
 

  Share the Harvest 
 

 A sincere "Thank you" to those who 

have either grown or purchased extra 

produce for Share the Harvest.  ElderNet 

of Lower Merion is very grateful to be able 

to provide fresh food for those in need. 

 

         If you have produce you'd like to 

donate, please drop it off at the parish office 

Monday-Wednesday, or at the back of the 

Rosemont Chapel after the 5:00 mass on 

Saturdays.  We will be collecting through 

August.  If you have any questions please 

contact the Gollins at bcmggoll@yahoo.com 

or call 610-688-4168. 

You are invited to 

become a Volunteer Tutor  
of English 

 
Information Night 

Date:     Monday, September 22nd   
Time:     7:00pm 
Place:    St. Thomas Parish Center—1st Floor 
 
Speakers:  
Fred Crotchfelt, Board of Directors from the Volunteer 
English Program and his student, Gustavo Castro.  
(www.volunteerenglish.org)  
 
What is required of a tutor?  
 A three evening training course and a three hour per 
week tutoring session with a client.  Tutor space is 
available at the Radnor and Tredyffrin Libraries, the 
Rosemont Plaza lobby or the Parish Center.  
 
If we have enough interest a 3 hour “blitz” ESL training 
course will be held at St. Thomas of October 15th from 
6:00-9:00pm.  

 
Please RSVP for this Information session by calling 
Anne Murphy at the Parish Center 610-525-4801 or 
email service@stvparish.org 

  

St. Thomas of Villanova Parish Event for 
 

JOIN US FOR A 

SEPTEMBER SOCIAL  

“Cocktails on the Terrace”  

 

Saturday, September 13th 

After the 5:00pm Mass 

Rosemont Chapel 

 
RSVP:  office@stvparish.org or 610-525-4801. 
 
 
If you want to help or get involved with this group, 

please contact Mary Helen and Tim McCulloch 
mary.helen.mcculloch@gmail.com 

tim.mccullogh@gmail.com 

mailto:bcmggoll@yahoo.com
http://www.volunteerenglish.org/
mailto:service@stv.comcastbiz.net
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WELCOME VISITORS 

  Thank you for worshiping with us today.  

If you are visiting our beautiful church or 

chapel, please know you are most welcome! 
    If you have questions or are interested in 

joining our parish community, please call the 

parish office at 610-525-4801. 

 

 

 

 

Not all heroes wear capes.  

 
St. Thomas of Villanova  - Rosemont  

American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Thursday, August 21st  -   1:30pm to 6:30pm  

In  Rosemont Auditorium 
 

Appointments are preferred. For an appointment 
call:  Carol Grace at  (610) 525-1353 or sign up 
online at redcrossblood.org    Enter Sponsor Code 
St. Thomas Rosemont.     
 
For questions about eligibility:  
   call 1 800 RED CROSS 
 

       The need is constant.  The 
gratification is instant.   

Please give Blood!! 

Walking with Purpose 
Enabling Women to Know God 

 
Attention All Women of St. Thomas! 
 
  Do you feel God calling you to know him 
better but are not sure how? Do you feel yourself 
knowing there is more for you spiritually but are not 
sure what it is?   
 
 Then WWP may be just what you are looking 
for. WALKING WITH PURPOSE is a weekly Bible 
study that aims to bring women to a deeper, personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ by offering personal 
study and small group discussion that link our 
everyday challenges and struggles with the solutions 
given to us through the teachings of Christ and the 
Catholic Church. 
 
 Beginning October 2, 2014, we will be meeting 
at St. Thomas of Villanova, Rosemont Auditorium on 
Thursday mornings from 9:15 – 11:15am or Thursday 
evenings from 7:00-9:00pm.  
 
 Come and see what God has in store for you! 
Free Childcare is available for the morning session. 
We would love to see you. 
 
 For more information go to Walking with 
Purpose.com or email or call : 
 Maria O’Malley, Chapter Coordinator 
 Mariaomalley@comcast.net 
 215-740-6742 
 

All are Welcome! 

 

CAN Do Summer 
 

  
Together we CAN continue the momentum begun with 
the 40 CANS drive during Lent and help our sister 
parish through the summer months.  With schools 
closed, children may miss meals while parents have 
an added stress of feeding their families.  We CAN 
make summer better for everyone through continued 
donations of CANNED goods and other non-perishable 
food items including non-sugary cereals (Raisin Bran, 
Cheerios, Shredded Wheat), no sugar added 
CANNED fruit, Parmalat boxed milk, mac & cheese, 
peanut butter, jelly, CANNED tuna, chicken, and ham, 
rice, soup, and whole wheat pasta.  Vegetables and 
baby food are not needed at this time.   
 
 The people who are using the food closet at 
St. Cyprian’s Parish in West Philadelphia thank you. 
 
 Please drop off your donations to the Parish 
Center during the week or to the Rosemont Chapel on 
weekends.  We cannot accept food at the Villanova 
Church.  
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Thank you to everyone  who participated at our  

recent “Dine-Out” at  Viggiano’s Restaurant 

 in Conshohocken.  

 

As you can see it was a great turnout and everyone  

had a fantastic time.    Dinner was wonderful. 

STEWARDSHIP GRANT  

 THANK YOU LETTERS 

St. Edmond’s Home for Children 

320 South Roberts Road 

Rosemont, PA    19010 

    July 3, 2014 
 

Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas:  
     On behalf of the children and staff of St. Edmond’s 
Home, I extend my heartfelt thanks to you for your 
generous grant of $2,000.00 to support the Artist in 
Residency Program at St. Edmond’s Home. 
     St. Edmond’s established in 1916, and located in 
Rosemont since 1956, has been home to countless 
children challenged with physical and intellectual 
disabilities.  Our mission is to provide the greatest 
quality of life to the children we serve.  Your generous 
grant will help us meet this goal.  
     The Artist in Residency Program, offered by the 
Walnut Street Theater, has shown success in helping 
students of all levels achieve improved social skills, 
self-confidence and improved learning skills.  Thank you 
for providing the funds for this special program that will 
help all the children of St. Edmond’s Home. 
     As always, we are deeply grateful to all of you for 
helping us meet the needs of some the most vulnerable 
children in our community.  May God bless you 
abundantly for your care and concern.  Thank you 
again.   
  Sincerely, 
 
  Denise Clofine 
  Administrator  
 

*************************************** 
   Dawn’s Place 
   P. O. Box 48253 
   Philadelphia, PA   19144 
    July 21, 2014 
 
Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas: 
  I am sorry for the delay in acknowledging 
receipt of the grant of $1,500 to Dawn’s Place. 
     Your generous response is greatly appreciated 
and the grant will surely be put to good use to meet the 
necessary transportation needs of the women of Dawn’s 
Place.  
      I wish you all that is good in your very special 
ministry of Stewardship.  
 
   Yours truly, 
 
   Sr. Terry Shields, MSHR 
   President, Dawn’s Place 
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A reflection from Good Steward’s Camp 
Counselor, Claire Thompson 

 
 On Monday, June 23 approximately thirty middle school students gathered at Our Mother of Good Counsel 
to partake in a service learning camp “The Good Stewards Camp”.  Students from St. Thomas of Villanova and Our 
Mother of Good Counsel Parishes focused on how we as individuals can help our community through the time they 
share, talents they express, and treasures of their individuality. 
 The first day of camp the students and counselors participated in Villanova University’s rope Leadership 
Course.  Together the groups focused on exercise based on teamwork and trust.  Two very important qualities 
necessary in today’s world.  The students also went to the Providence House in West Kensington, to HOPE 
Partnership for Education in North Philadelphia, and to the St. Francis  -  St. Joseph Home for children in Bensalem.  
 The Providence House is an organization that works with children, teens, and adults to give them 
educational opportunities outside of the classroom.  Upon arrival, we split into our three groups (Time, Talent and 
Treasure)  and spent time cleaning up their local park, their community garden, and spent time assisting children in 
the local library.  It was a great day and the campers had first hand experience giving back to others.  
 We then went to HOPE Partnership for Education in North Philadelphia to help clean up the school.  My 
group helped by cleaning up the area surrounding the school, and I was very proud with the amount of effort the 
students put forth to making the place as clean and safe in the short period of time we had to participate.  We 
learned that HOPE is a private middle school in one of the poorest neighborhoods in Philadelphia run by the Sisters 
of Mercy and the Society of the Holy Child of Jesus.  There the children are provided with the best learning 
environment and opportunities the small school can provide.  HOPE is a gift to it’s community.  
 Our last service trip was to the St. Francis  -  St. Joseph Home for children in Bensalem.  There we were 
given a tour of the school and talked to many of the students who attended the school.  This school provides 
children who might not have a safe home life with a place to live and learn under a safe and protected environment.  
Here the students learn to become independent by learning time management and self-reliance.   The home helps 
prepare the students for a safe and successful future.  
 The experience the students and counselors had while participating in the Good Stewards Camps, is one 
that will not be forgotten.  It was yet another opportunity to open our eyes, hearts, and minds to all of the differences 
we as individual can have on those in our communities.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leadership 

Development at 

Our Good 

Stewards Camp 

Claire is a Junior at Notre Dame Academy and on the honor roll. 
She plays varsity volleyball and is a member of our YouCAT group 


