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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT                MARCH 22, 2015 

 

The Sacrament of Marriage by Lane Vines, RCIA Catechist 

 

       The seven Sacraments are signs of grace, instituted by Christ and entrusted to the Church, by which divine life 
is dispensed to us through the work of the Holy Spirit.   
       Did you know … that along with Holy Orders, Matrimony is one of the Sacraments at the Service of Holy 
Communion. 
       Did you know … the Sacrament of Marriage signifies the union of Christ and the Church and gives spouses the 
grace to love each other with the love with which Christ has loved his Church. 
       Did you know … that in the Sacrament of Matrimony, the outward sign is the exchange of marital consent on 
the part of a baptized man and a baptized woman.  In other words, the couple who are getting married administer 
the Sacrament to each other, while the Priest gives witness to the Sacrament. 
       As explained in the Catholic Catechism, the Sacrament of Matrimony is a covenant, which is more than a 
contract.  Covenant expresses a relationship between persons.  The marriage covenant refers to the relationship 
between the husband and wife, a permanent union of persons capable of knowing and loving each other and God.  
The celebration of marriage is a liturgical act, appropriately held in a public liturgy act at church and celebrated with 
the Eucharist. 
       The first effect of the Sacrament of Marriage is the gift of the bond between the spouses.  The consent by 
which the spouses mutually give and receive one another is sealed by God himself.  The marriage bond is 
established by God in such a way that a marriage concluded and consummated between baptized persons can 
never be dissolved.  The grace of this Sacrament perfects the love of husband and wife, binds them together in 
fidelity, and helps them welcome and care for children.  Christ is the source of this grace and he dwells with the 
spouses to strengthen their covenant promises, to bear each other’s burdens with forgiveness and kindness, and to 
experience ahead of time the “wedding feast of the Lamb.” 
       While the Sacrament of Marriage may be described in many ways, the words of the Apostle Paul provide an 
especially beautiful and powerful summation: 
 

“Love is patient, love is kind.  It is not jealous, [love] is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it 
does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not 
rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth.  It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.  Love never fails….”  --1 Corinthians 13:4-8. 

        
       Looking for a way to enrich your marriage?  Great resources are programs offered by the Pastoral and 
Matrimonial Renewal Center (PMRC), including:  “Preparing to Live in Love,” a comprehensive and experiential 
marriage preparation course, that provides practical life skills, tools, principles, and strategies to couples preparing 
for marriage; and “Living in Love,” an exciting day and a half parish based retreat workshop for married couples, 
designed to energize the romance and renew the joy of being in love through a practical application of John Paul II’s 
Theology of the Body.  The next Living in Love weekend will be held on April 11-12, 2015 at St. Anastasia in 
Newtown Square.  Such weekends are held every February right here at St. Thomas.   For more information, visit 
http://livinginlove.org/our-programs/living-in-love/.  
       You also may want to try a seven day virtual retreat!  The program includes daily readings that reflect on real-
life marriage scenarios that allow couples to think about ways to strengthen their own marriage.  One of the 
Marriage retreats is based on the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ pastoral letter Marriage: Love and Life in the 
Divine Plan, and the other is based on Pope Francis’s advice about marriage and family life.  For more information, 
visit http://www.foryourmarriage.org/everymarriage/enrichment/seven-day-virtual-marriage-retreat/.     
 
  
Suggestions to-do:  
    -   Consider looking into the Living in Love retreat for married couples. 
    -   Consider working with the Marriage Preparation program in the parish.  
    -   If you are married, do something special or pleasantly unexpected this week for your spouse. 
    -   Pray for those who have lost a spouse or are struggling with the pain of separation or divorce.  

 

http://livinginlove.org/our-programs/living-in-love/
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/everymarriage/enrichment/seven-day-virtual-marriage-retreat/
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Stations of the CrossStations of the CrossStations of the Cross   
   7:30pm Wednesdays 
  at the Villanova Church 
 

Led by various groups:       
  March 25th        Pastoral Musicians  ** 
  April 1st             Parish RCIA Team, Elect & Candidates 
 
 

    **  The music ministry of St. Thomas of Villanova 
Church, including the Pastoral Musicians of Villanova, 
the Parish Choir and Theology class 5999 will present 
this week’s Stations of the Cross on Wednesday, March 
25 at 7:30pm in the Church.  The traditional Stations 
Service of Readings and reflections will be supported 
by choral selections from Mozart’s Requiem and the 
feature works of Durufle, Byrd, Gibbons and assembly 
hymns of the season.  All are invited to this moving 
devotion as Lent moves quickly toward its conclusion. 
         

 

SACRAMENTALITY OF MARRIAGE  
 

 Marriage begins with a wedding – of course. 
Jesus came to a wedding in Cana, and, because he 
was there, it was possible to turn water into wine. The 
Church eventually came to be part of wedding 
celebrations, and, by being there, made it possible to 
show that the human love of Christians is a sacrament 
of the love of Christ.  As Paul wrote: “a man shall leave 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the 
two shall become one flesh.  This mystery has many 
implications; I am saying that it applies to Christ and 
the church (Ephesians 5:31-2).”  In these simple words 
about this beautiful mystery, we can all appreciate how 
married love is so much more than it may at first 
appear – both for a couple and for the family that 
comes from their love.  
 
 A Catholic wedding is sacramental; a Catholic 
family is sacramental.  As St. Augustine says, affirming 
the distinctive quality of Catholic marriage: “… out of 
two people, one single person comes to be, the single 
person that is Head and body, Bridegroom and bride 
(En. 3 in Ps. 30, sec. 4).” “… for the people of God, the 
good of marriage lies also in the holiness of the 
sacramental bond (Good of Marriage §34).”  Marital 
love and the familial love that comes from it is a 
participation in the charity of Christ, manifesting that 
love on this earth in beautiful ways. Love, after all, is 
“stronger than death” (Song of Songs 8:6). 
 
 Not all Christians think about marriage as a 
sacrament – at least not since the divisions over the 
meaning of the sacraments in the 16

th
 century. Today, 

once again, the meaning of marriage is put to the test 
because some claim it as the name for same-gender 
civil unions.  Paying attention to the sacramentality of 
marriage is, therefore, all the more important because 
it invites a truly positive experience and reflection on 
the special way that husband and wife live within the 
love that Christ has for the Church.  Marriage and the 
family are at the heart of the life and mission of 
preaching the Gospel in word and deed. 
 
 Christian marriage builds on the natural 
community of husband and wife, transforming it into an 
ecclesial community (a “domestic church”) in which the 
spousal love of Christ for the Church is seen and 
experienced in a sacramental way.  All of the ‘ups’ and 
‘downs’ of marriage are – somehow – part of 
something bigger as families deepen their faith by 
honoring one another.  
                                      
           – Fr. Allan Fitzgerald, O.S.A. 

 
 
 
 
 

TRIDUUM 2015 
THE HOLIEST OF DAYS 

 

    HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 2ND    
8:00PM  Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 

 Villanova Church 
Solemn Adoration until 11:00PM in Corr Hall 

Chapel 
 

 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD   
3:00PM  Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 

Villanova Church 
 

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 4TH 

                            EASTER VIGIL   
                      8:00PM (Villanova Church) 
 

 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH   
7:30AM - Villanova Church 

   9:00AM - Rosemont Chapel * 
(* American Sign Language Interpreter at Mass) 

 9:45AM - Villanova Church 
11:00AM - Rosemont Chapel 
11:30AM – Villanova Church 



3-180 St. Thomas of Villanova 

 

        
     Schedule of  Events for the  
      week of:   March 22, 2015         

Recitation of the Rosary   
 after the daily Liturgy. 

 
 
 
 

 

Monday, March 23, 2015  
Art Class  - PC1                                                         11:00AM 
Food Addicts in Recovery  - Café                                7:00PM 
 
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 
Bible Study  - PC2                                                      10:00AM 
Staff Meeting                                                                1:00PM 
No SFC Mentoring This Week                                           
Bible Study  -  PC2                                                      7:00PM 
Genasis Bells  - Aud                                                    7:00PM 
 
Wednesday, March 25, 2015 
Food Addicts in Recovery  - Café                               9:30AM 
Exercise  - Aud                                                          10:00AM 
Honickman Ministry                                                   10:15AM 
Religious Education Program                                      4:45PM 
Reconciliation  - VNCH                                        6:30-7:30PM 
Stations of the Cross  - VNCH                                     7:30PM 
                                                     
Thursday, March 26, 2015 
Walking with Purpose  - Aud                                      9:00AM    
Golden Living Mass                                                    2:00PM 
Walking with Purpose  - Aud                                      7:00PM 
                    
Friday, March 27, 2015 
Reconciliation after 12:05 Mass 
 
Saturday, March 28, 2015    
Mom’s Group Easter Egg Hunt at 
                 Clem Macrone Park                                10:00AM           
                                        
Sunday, March 29, 2015— PALM SUNDAY 
No Religious Education Program                                                                  
Rosemont Village Eucharistic Prayer Service          10:30AM 
              

 

    
 
 
 
Mon., Mar. 23rd    Lenten Weekday; Saint Turibius of  

   Mogrovejo         
12:05PM-RMCH       
Tues., Mar. 24th    Lenten Weekday 
12:05PM-RMCH     Anne M. Coro  - Family 
Wed., Mar. 25th     The Annunciation of the Lord         
12:05PM-RMCH     Mary Toscani 
Thurs., Mar. 26th   Lenten Weekday     
12:05PM-RMCH      Joseph O’Malley  (L)                                          
Fri., Mar. 27th         Lenten Weekday  
12:05PM-RMCH      Carl DiStefano  
Sat., Mar. 28th        Lenten Weekday 
9:00AM-RMCH            
5:00PM-RMCH         Charles Gilmore 
Sun., Mar. 29th       Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
7:30AM-VNCH        Charles Burke (L)  - Jane McGarry         
9:00AM-RMCH       For the Parishioners of St. Thomas 
10:30AM-VNCH      Mary Cassizzi  - Cprek Family                                                

Stewardship Thought for the Week 
 
“I will be their God and they shall be my people.” 
    Jeremiah 31:33 
 
What does it mean to be God’s people?  It means that 
we recognize that everything we have and everything 
we are belongs to God.  We aren’t “owners” of 
anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God 
has given us.   It means we are willing to use our gifts 
and our lives to care for our neighbors and the world, 
just as God cares for us.  
  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK:  
 
Monday:               Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33:62 or 
  13:41c-62; Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Jn 8:21-30   
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14, 8-10; Heb 10:4-10; 
  Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59 
Friday:   Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42    
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jn 11:45-56  
Sunday:                Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16; 
  Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; 
  Mk 14:1—15:47 or 15:1-39 

“Masses in Interpreted 
 American Sign Language”  

We have an American Sign Language Interpreter at the 
9:00am Mass in the Rosemont Chapel on the Second and 
Fourth Sunday of each month.  The interpreter will be here  

on April 12 and 26, 2015. 

Thank you for generosity for the weekend of 
March 14 and 15, 2015: 
 
Number of Envelopes                                         330                                                                                                   
Envelope Amount                                   $15.598.00            
Loose Cash                                              $1,732.71   
Electronic Offerings                                  $2,057.88 
Other                                                              $10.00          
          Total                                             $19,398.59 
           10% Tithe                                      $1,939.86 
March 16, 2014                                      $17,475.28      
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION    

OPPORTUNITIES IN LENTOPPORTUNITIES IN LENTOPPORTUNITIES IN LENT   
 

Villanova Church 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 3:30pm-4:30pm 
 Wednesdays 6:30pm-7:30pm  
                  
Rosemont Chapel 
Fridays after the 12:05pm Liturgy 
Saturdays after the 9:00am Liturgy 
Wednesday of Holy Week  6:30pm-7:30pm 
 

Communal Reconciliation Service 
Monday of Holy Week, March 30th 

Villanova Church 7:30pm 
 

Catholic Relief Services  
           
Hungering for a Healthy Harvest 
 
 CRS Rice Bowl brings our Lenten journey 
back to Africa this week, to the Democratic Republic 
of Congo.  We join our fasting in solidarity with people 
who go hungry, and we remember in prayer the 
importance of building a community that is willing to 
support those most in need.   
 
Please turn in your Rice Bowls on Palm Sunday 
weekend.  Please convert your money to a check 
made payable to St. Thomas of Villanova and with 
“CRS Rice Bowl” on the memo line.   Thank you. 

                 CATHOLIC CHARITIES 

        APPEAL   

         Giving Hope 2015 

             Please Give Generously!  

LENT  2015 
LOCAL PARISH PENANCE 

SERVICES 

 
  
Annunciation BVM                  Mon., Mar. 23        7:00pm 
Sacred Heart                           Tues., Mar, 24      7:00pm  
Our Mother of Good Counsel  Tues., Mar. 24      7:30pm  
St. Denis                                  Wed., Mar. 25      7:00pm 
St. Thomas of Villanova        Mon., Mar. 30      7:30pm 
     (Villanova Campus) 
St. Pius X                                 Tues, Mar. 31       7:00pm   
St. Anastasia                            Wed., Apr. 1         7:00pm 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS NEEDED!! 
 

We are looking for  “Retired”  
Eucharistic Ministers willing to 

 visit homebound parishioners once a  
month on a very flexible schedule. 

 
Please contact Mary Kate McCauley at 

nurse@stvparish.org or 
call 610-525-4801, ext. 209. 

You’re Invited to IHM Conference Center 
March 25, 2015—SOUP’S ON 

6:00-8:00PM 
 

(“Bowl and a roll” and a simple dessert.) 
Rev. Joseph L. Narog, O.S.A. 

 
Reflection on Mary 
Stipend:  $16.00 

 
Please call 610-581-0120 or email 

Ihmconference@verizon.net to register.  

   
    Is God Calling you? 
    
       Will you answer?! 

  
Our Religious Education Program (REP) needs 

you!  Over 300 children & young people, 
kindergarten through grade 8, will sign up next fall 

to learn more about Jesus & the Catholic faith.  You 
can help them learn and grow by becoming a 

catechist or classroom aide for Faith Formation.  
With classes offered on Sunday mornings & 

Wednesday afternoons you are sure to find a time 
that fits your schedule.  We provide you with 

training, materials & support - you just bring your 
love of God! 

 
For more information contact, Tara Penza, at  
610-525-4801, x204, or rel.ed@stvprish.org.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cross%2C+thorns+and+palm+images&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=cross%2C+thorns+and+palm+images&sc=0-24&sp=-1&sk=
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We extend a warm welcome to the newest members of 
our parish:  
Brian & Erin Ksenak & Family of King of Prussia 
Martin & Mary Scott & Family of Ardmore 
Andrew B Slike of Philadelphia 
Elaina Van Kirk of Philadelphia   
 
Remember those in need of our prayers, especially: 
Julia Barlow, Mary Ann Dadourian,  Bob Ellison, Jack 
Geraghty, Patricia Ann Harley, Bridget Kelly, Joseph 
Maiorana, Madeleine O’Callaghan, Julia Boland Paparella, 
and Annie Sears. 
 

Please pray for our soldiers assigned in Afghanistan 
 and in other parts of the world.  Please also pray for the 

soldiers who are returning from their assignments, 
especially the wounded soldiers. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
 
PRAYERLINE 
The parish prayerline is waiting for your prayer request. 
This week call Mary Ann Barrow at 610-525-4164 or 
email stv1964@verizon.net to activate the parish 
prayerline. Two parish teams are available for your 
special intentions.     
 
PROJECT HOPE 
This is a transportation ministry for our Parish. If you 
need a ride to your medical appointments or to food 
shop this week, please call Anne Hennessy at  
610-252-2112.  Please give at least 3 days notice.    
 
DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP 
This ministry is for parish families who are in crisis or 
for parish couples welcoming a new baby. Homemade 
dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators keep a 
list of volunteers who are called as needed. If you are 
in need of this delicious community support, please call 
Maria Gunn at 610-291-7205. 
 
ST. FRANCIS INN 
We are forming a parish work group to serve the  
midday meal at the St. Francis Inn in Kensington on  
Sunday, April 19th. The Inn tries to meet the  
immediate daily needs of the poor and homeless  
people they serve with food, clothing and hospitality. 
This ministry is open to anyone 16 years or older.  For 
more information and to sign up, contact our parish 
coordinator, Sheila Holst at 610-659-5828 or 
hagan1126@verizon.net.  
 

       

 Cradles to Crayons 
 team is needed  to roll 
 up their sleeves and 
         work at the 
Giving Factory at  
30 Clipper Road, Conshohocken, PA  

       on 
Tuesday, April 21  —  6:00-8:00pm 

 
We will sort clothing, clean and repair toys, 

prepare gift bags for needy children all over the 
Delaware Valley.  Middle school students and 

older are welcome. 

 
RSVP to:  Cheryl Gibson at 8gibson@comcast.net 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 
Families are invited to participate in 
a children’s Easter Egg Hunt 
sponsored by the Moms Group. 
 
 Join the fun on Saturday, 
March 28th at 10:00am at Clem 
Macrone Park on Conestoga Road in 
Rosemont.  Please bring 10 filled eggs to contribute and 
your child’s Easter basket.     
 
 In case of inclement weather, the Easter Egg 
Hunt will be held on Saturday, April 4th at 10:00am.  
 
 If you have any questions or are a Mom or Dad 
interested in joining the group, please contact us:  
Email:  stvmoms@gmail.com or 
Facebook:  STV Moms.  

Volunteers Needed     
  
 Help needed for Saturday morning, March 
28th, (day before Palm Sunday).  Parents and teens 
are needed to go to BJ’s to purchase large 
quantities of canned goods to stock the food 
cupboard at St. Cyprian’s.  After buying the food, 
we will travel to St. Cyprian’s in West Philadelphia 
to deliver the food. 
 Contact Joe Anthony if you can help, at  
joe_anthony80@yahoo.com or call 484-431-4115. 
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            Calling All  
         Parishioners! 
 
 
 With our Lenten theme this  
year being Sacraments, we thought it would be fun to 
share pictures of you/your family participating in 
Sacraments of our Faith either here at St. Thomas or 
elsewhere.  Once collected, we will display them on 
boards in the back of both the Villanova Church and the 
Rosemont Chapel during Lent. 
 We ask that you write your name and a 
description of the sacrament on the front of the picture.  
Pictures or collages should be no larger than 8.5x11.  
Pictures will not be returned, so we highly 
recommend that copies (preferably color if available) of 
the photos be submitted.  Two copies of the pictures 
can be dropped off in the back of the Villanova Church 
or at the Rosemont Chapel at any time or at the Parish 
Center during business hours.  You can also email your 
picture to joan.hawley@villanova.edu.  Pictures will be 
collected throughout Lent.  We’re looking forward to 
seeing everyone’s pictures and sharing wonderful 
memories. 
 Questions?  Please contact Joan Hawley at the 
email above or 610-325-7418. 

THE ALLELULIA! MINISTRY 

 NEEDS YOU 

ON EASTER SUNDAY 

 
 In 2014 we welcomed over 2,500 parishioners, 
extended family and visitors to our Vigil and Easter 
Sunday Liturgies. 
 Would you be willing to share one hour before 
and 15 minutes after the Easter Liturgy you plan to 
attend to make sure that each person who joins us for 
Easter will feel….. 
     WARM     WELCOMED     WANTED     WORTHY 
 
What is the job description of an Alleluia Minister? 
Stand outside the doors of the church, opening the 
doors, expressing a warm welcome.  After Mass you will 
stand outside doors expressing a goodbye and asking 
our guests to “come back” and distribute an Easter 
Card.  
 
If you can be an Alleluia Minister to welcome all who will 
join us this Easter, please contact Anne Murphy at 
service @stvparish.org or 610-525-4801, ext. 205.   

Women of St. Thomas of 
Villanova Parish 

 
Celebrate the Easter Season with 
TV Journalist and Book Author 

 
LuAnn Cahn 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As she 

 SHARES HER SECRET TO FINDING 

NEW CHALLENGES IN LIFE 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15th  - 7:00pm 

Rosemont Auditorium  
 

  
 Going through the same motion week after 
week?  Looking for your next adventure in Life?  Then 
be sure not to miss this Emmy Award Winner.  Cahn is 
the author of an inspirational memoir I DARE ME.   
 
 Come hear how Cahn, an NBC News Reporter, 
took on a new “dare” every day for a year and how 
those little steps led her to a new career path. 
 
 This thoughtful provoking talk will be followed 
by a wine and cheese social.  Bring a friend! 
 
      Please RSVP to Kathy at 
office@stvparish.org or call 610-525-4801.  

  



7-180 St. Thomas of Villanova 

 

HEARING THE CRY OF THE POOR: 

Lenten Almsgiving 
 

     How exciting the World Meeting of Families and the 
Pope’s visit will be for all of us in Philadelphia.   This 
dynamic Pope has spoken forcibly about those who are 
poor and suffering.  Pope Francis said.... 
 
         “In a world where there is so much wealth so  
          many resources to feed everybody, it  is  
          unfathomable that there are so many hungry  
          children, so many children without an education  
          so many poor persons.   Poverty today is a cry.”  
 
     The Pope will reiterate that message next fall in 
Philadelphia.  We need to hear this message.  
Philadelphia has a poverty rate of 26%  - the highest 
among the 10 largest cities nationwide.  Almost one in 
three children lives in poverty.  Food pantries are 
strained to meet the growing needs of people facing 
food insecurity.  
     That includes the Food Pantry at St. Cyprian’s Parish 
(our sister parish) in West Philadelphia.  St. Cyprian 
pantry is in dire need of help this Lent.   
 
     Please drop off canned foods including: 
 tuna fish, spaghetti sauce, cereals 
 canned fruits, hearty soups, prepared 
 box dinners with meat, boxed milk, 
 pasta, peanut butter and jelly.   
 
     Bring your Lenten offering to the Parish Center 
during the week or to the Rosemont Chapel around 
weekend Liturgies.  We cannot accept food at the 
Villanova Church. 
     Parishioners and the Youth Group will be delivering 
food to St. Cyprian’s on Palm Sunday weekend. 
     
     Rice Bowl is another almsgiving vehicle for Lent.  
Your financial gift helps Catholic Relief Services to 
provide food and supplies in many war town countries 
around the world.  Questions about Catholic Relief 
Services Rice Bowl, www.crs.org.  

Villanova University News 
2015 Oscar Romero Solidarity Lecture 

 Villanova University’s Center for Peace and 
Justice Education welcomes all to attend the 2015 
Oscar Romero Solidarity Lecture: “Solidarity, Romero, 
and Today's Movement for  Immigrant Justice” 
given by Peter Pedemonti, Co-Founder and Director of 
New Sanctuary Movement of Philadelphia.   
 The event will be held on the anniversary of 
Romero’s martyrdom, Tuesday, March 24

th
 at 7:00 p.m. 

in Bartley Hall 2001.  For any questions about the 
event, contact sharon.discher@villanova.edu. 

YOU ARE INVITED TO A 

BROWN BAG LUNCH  
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2015 

12:45PM   — Rosemont Auditorium  
 

TOPIC:    A GRAND TOUR OF  ANTIETAM,  

                 SOUTH  MOUNTAIN AND 

        HARPER’S FERRY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presenter:   Parishioner, Peter Romeika 
 
Peter began his studies of the Civil War in the 1980’s.  
He is a graduate of Mt. St. Mary’s College and has 
represented his alma mater at a rededication ceremony 
at the old Cathedral Cemetery in Philadelphia.  Peter is 
an active member of several Civil War organizations.     
 

Drinks and desserts are available. 

Please join us. 

   American Red Cross 

   700 Spring Garden Street 

   Philadelphia, PA   19123 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 
     The final results of the St. Thomas blood drive 
held on Monday, March 2nd were the following:  
 
     (44) pints  -  goal for the day 
     (53) People registered to give blood and (52)  
            Pints of life-saving blood were donated 
      Great Job!  118% goal achievement 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported our recent 
campaign.  
   Sincerely,  
   Jeanna Savage 
   Account Executive  

mailto:sharon.discher@villanova.edu
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Adult Faith Enrichment Survey 
“We would like to hear from You!” 

 
 An email was sent to parishioners requesting 
your input on ways to expand and enhance adult faith 
development at St Thomas of Villanova (STV) parish.  
You are being directed to an independent web site for 
the survey which will take approximately 10 – 15 
minutes to complete.   
 We would like to ask that each adult respond 
individually.  If you have an email address and did not 
receive the survey, you may send an email to 
admin@stvparish.org requesting the survey be sent.   
 If you do not have an email address, please 
stop by the parish office or just call and we will send a 
survey to your home.  You may either return it by mail or 
drop them off at the office in a white envelope with 
“Adult Faith Survey” written on the envelope.  
 All information is confidential and your identity is 
unknown unless you elect to provide it.  We thank you in 
advance for your thoughtful consideration and response.   

ST. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA “DAY TRIPPERS” 
ARE READY TO GO! 

 
 

Join parishioners on a trip to Asheville, North 
Carolina to see the Biltmore Estate, home of the 
Vanderbilt's” with a stop at the Naval Academy in 
Annapolis.  Returning home we stop at 
Charlottesville, Virginia, home of James Monroe, 
and to Monticello, Virginia, home of Thomas 
Jefferson.  
 

Monday, September 28th  
 to Friday, October 2nd 

 
Pricing for this trip: 
Single  -  $1,075.00/pp;      Double  -  $815.00/pp;
  Triple  -  $735.00/pp 
 
Tour includes:  4 night accommodation  — 
   4 deluxe continental breakfasts  —  
    2 lunches  —  2 dinners 
Guide service, transportation, and taxes and 
gratuities.  
  
 Checks Payable to:  St. Thomas of 
Villanova Parish,  Mail to:  Thomas J. Seidner, 
1501 Ashton Road, Havertown, PA   19083 
 If you have any questions, please call 
Thom at 610-853-1776. 

Office for Pastoral Care for Persons with 
Disabilities 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
 
Mothers of Children with Disabilities Retreat: 
Monday, May 4, 2015 at Malvern Retreat House.  
Bishop Timothy Senior will direct a retreat for mothers 
who are raising children with disabilities and also those 
who have adult children with disabilities.  There will be 
time to pray, reflect, and chat with other mothers.  To 
register or for more information, please contact Malvern 
Retreat House at 610-644-0400, malvernretreat.com  
or St. Kathleen Schipani at 215-587-3330, or 
sr.kschipani@archphila.org.  

ST. THOMAS OF VILANOVA PARISH  

 

Fund Raising Event 
For Cabrini Mission Corps 

“Love through Service” 
Sponsored by the 

Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
 

Place:  Cabrini College Mansion 
Date:  Friday, April 17th  -  5:00pm-7:30pm 
Open Bar with heavy appetizers 
 
For more information:  www.CabriniMissionCorps.org 
and/or Sr. Grace Waters, MSC, 610-971-0821 

mailto:admin@stvparish.org


9-180 St. Thomas of Villanova 

 

 
WELCOME VISITORS 

 Thank you for worshiping with us today.  If you 
are visiting our beautiful church or chapel, please know 
you are most welcome! 
 If you have questions or are interested in 
joining our parish community, please call the parish 
office at 610-525-4801. 

The Path of the Unaccompanied Minor  
Examining Legal and Community Responses to the 

Humanitarian Crisis   
 

Sponsored by Villanova University Law School 
Clinical Program and the Villanova University 
Partnership with Catholic Relief Services and 

Villanova University Campus Ministry 
 
 
Date: Thursday, April 9, 2015 
Time:  10:00am-5:30pm (Attend Sessions that  
              Fit Your Schedule) 
Location:  Villanova Law School Room 101,  
                   Commons  
 
The Conference is Free and Open to the Public  
Lunch Registration, Directions and Event 
Program:    
 http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/mission/crs/
events.html   
 
The Path of the Unaccompanied Minor: Examining 
Legal and Community Responses to a Humanitarian 
Crisis is a joint initiative of the Villanova School of Law 
Clinical Program, the Villanova University Partnership 
with Catholic Relief Services, and Campus 
Ministry.  Drawing on the expertise of those with first-
hand experience working with unaccompanied migrant 
children from the “Northern Triangle” countries of 
Central America,  the purpose of the conference is to 
shed light on the seriousness of this crisis, speak to the 
moral and ethical urgency to address it, and 
recommend specific action on a number of levels that 
can be taken. 
 
The conference will trace the path of the 
unaccompanied children through five aspects of their 
journey: the push factors driving them out of their home 
countries, the conditions of the detention facilities that 
the children are held in when they reach the U.S., the 
legal obstacles they face when they arrive, the unique 
challenges they face integrating into U.S. communities, 
and their fate if deported.  It will also identify resources, 
current efforts and contacts to aid in this crisis and 
suggest effective ways to help.   
 

STV NURSE WELLNESS TIP 
 
 What do we know about aspirin as a 
preventative for a heart attack?  Aspirin therapy works 
to prevent heart problems by thinning the blood and 
reducing the size of the blood clots which can cause 
heart attacks and strokes. 
 According to the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), low-dose treatment with aspirin 
has been shown to: 

 Prevent a heart attack in those who have had a 
       previous attack or who have experienced angina  
       (chest pain) 

 Reduce the risk of death or complications from a  
       heart attack if it is taken at the first signs of a heart  
       attack. 

 Prevent recurrent blockage for those who have had 
      heart bypass surgery or other procedures to clear 
      blocked arteries, such as balloon angioplasty or  
      carotid endarterectomy. 

 Prevent stroke in those who have had a previous  
      stroke or who have had a warning sign called a  
      transient ischemic attack (TIA or mini stroke). 

 In addition studies show that aspirin helps to  
       prevent heart attacks and strokes in people at high 
       risk for those conditions.  

 In folks with anger issues aspirin has shown to be  
       a preventative for heart attack.  Researchers think  
       that the same works to counteract the effects of  
       adrenaline and other generated stress hormones  
       that make clots more likely to form. 
 
Caution: Although aspirin has been used for more than 
100 years, it’s not free of risk.  It can cause stomach 
upset as well as serious gastric bleeding in people who 
take it over a long period of time.  This effect is 
exacerbated by alcohol use, so experts advise against 
drinking alcohol while taking aspirin regularly. 
High dose aspirin has been linked to ringing in the ears, 
and hearing loss, problems which typically resolve 
when the drug is stopped or scaled back. Aspirin allergy 
is another consideration.  Also, Israeli physicians report 
that kidney function deteriorates in older patients who 
take low-dose aspirin regularly. 
 
Bottom Line: Ask your doctor if you should take Aspirin 
and, if so, what dose is appropriate for you. 
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