FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
DECEMBER 2, 2018

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
The new liturgical year begins today and the Scriptures are replete with imagery of promise and
hope. Our faith tradition in the prophet Jeremiah focuses on the longing for the advent of justice with the
coming of the Messiah, “The Lord our justice.” Paul’s words to the Thessalonians make it clear that the
arrival of peace and harmony will not just happen as a gift from God, but that we must collaborate by the
way we live to work towards that state of happiness. We sometimes forget that salvation and redemption,
while gifts from God, cannot occur without our participation. In other words, the more that humanity
strives to achieve righteousness and justice, the closer we come to the time of fulfillment which will appear
in God’s good time. That work is the work of living the Gospel, following the way of Jesus Christ, making
the investment of time and effort to do good and promote justice.
The language of hope is also the language of activity. We not only await the coming of fulfillment,
we commit ourselves to doing the things that will make it happen. The key is faith. Do we believe that
living a good, moral life will in time bring about peace and fulfillment? Are we willing to make the
investment and expend the effort of doing the day-to-day work of justice? If we are, then Jesus tells us
we will be prepared for the day of reckoning, and there will be nothing to fear. The excitement of
welcoming judgment will outshine any dread, because of our belief in God’s fairness. If we are not ready,
however, and have been lax about doing what we should, then we have something to fear, and all the
portents of the end times will be terrifying. The moral of the story is to live each day as if we are going to
face the final judgment, and then we have nothing to be worried about.
As we begin a new year of faith, we welcome a new opportunity for putting things right in our lives.
Just as we have resolutions for the new calendar year, it’s good to reflect on our faith and to ask
ourselves how ready we are to account for ourselves before God. The more consistent we are with the
ways of truth and justice, the more at peace we will be on our journey of life as we move another step
closer to judgment. May our hearts and minds be renewed in our commitment to be true to the values of
our faith.

SCRIPTURE SHARING

Stewardship Thought for the Week
“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect
and raise your heads because your redemption is at
hand.”
Luke 21-28
We celebrate Advent each year in preparation of the
birth of Jesus, His first coming, as we await his
second coming. In this Advent season, use the
sacrament of Reconciliation to strengthen your
relationship with Jesus. It’s never too late.

Fr. Michael is conducting a weekly scripture
sharing on Tuesdays at 10:00am in the Parish Center.
The sessions are approximately one hour long and
consist of discussion and reflection on the
Scripture readings for the following Sunday’s Mass.
All are welcome! Although these sessions will be
on a continuous weekly offering, you need not
commit yourself to weekly attendance. Attend when
you can. Once again, All Are Welcome!!
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ADVENT SEASON

CHRISTMAS LITURGY
SCHEDULE

Begins Weekend of December 1-2, 2018
DECEMBER 7th—VIGIL MASS
5:30PM - Rosemont Chapel
DECEMBER 8th - FEAST OF THE

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Every Friday in Advent following 12:05 Liturgy
Every Saturday following the 9:00am Liturgy

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Holy Day Masses
9:00AM - Rosemont Chapel
11:00AM - Villanova Church

Communal Reconciliation
Monday, December 10th
7:30pm Villanova Church

COMMUNAL CELEBRATION OF THE
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Monday, December 10, 2018 at 7:30pm
in the Villanova Church.

We will also have Reconciliation after our 12:05pm
Mass in the Rosemont Chapel every Friday during the
Advent Season.

MORNING PRAYER DURING ADVENT
Join us for Morning Prayer in the Rosemont Chapel,
Tuesday through Saturday beginning
Tuesday, December 4th.
Let the psalms, prayers, scripture and reflection
flavor your days of preparation for the
Celebration of Jesus' birth, when the Word
pitched his tent among us.
Tuesday — Friday at 7:30am
Saturday — 8:30am
If you come for morning mass on Saturday,
come a little earlier for Morning Prayer.
Advent Morning Prayer concludes on
Saturday, December 22nd.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24th
Daily Mass - 9:00am - Rosemont Chapel
CHRISTMAS EVE
4:00PM (Villanova Church)
4:00PM (Rosemont Chapel)
(Please bring a baby gift for the
Presentation of the Gifts.)
6:00PM (Villanova Church)
6:00PM (Rosemont Chapel)
10:30PM (Villanova Church)
(Musical Prelude begins at 10:00PM)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25th
CHRISTMAS DAY
10:30AM - Villanova Church
(Only one Liturgy on Christmas Day)
Mass for January 1, 2019 Holyday
Monday, December 31st: 5:30PM Vigil
Tuesday, January 1st: 9:00AM
(Both are in the Rosemont Chapel)
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Schedule of Events for the
week of: December 2, 2018
Recitation of the Rosary
after the daily Liturgy.
Mon., Dec. 3rd
12:05PM-RMCH
Tues., Dec. 4th
12:05PM-RMCH
Wed., Dec. 5th
12:05PM-RMCH
Thurs., Dec. 6th
12:05PM-RMCH

Fri., Dec. 7th
12:05PM-RMCH
5:30PM-RMCH
Sat., Dec. 8th
9:00AM-RMCH
11:00AM-VNCH
5:00PM-RMCH
Sun., Dec. 9th
7:30AM-VNCH
9:00AM-RMCH
10:30AM-VNCH

Saint Francis Xavier
Harry Wolfington - Carol Wolfington
Advent Weekday; Saint John
Damascene
In Thanksgiving to SS. Anthony &
John Paul II
Advent Weekday
Candido Viedo - Family
Advent Weekday; Saint Nicholas
Lucille Shukis - Walking with Purpose
Friends
Saint Ambrose
Deceased Members & Benefactors
Of O.S.A.
Vigil - Augustinian Vocations
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
In Thanksgiving to the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Jeane Stokes - Powers Family
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
For the Parishioners of St. Thomas
Ann Marie Rodolico - Anne Hennessy
& Family
Thomas Watkins, Jr. - Desmond Family

Monday, December 3, 2018
Centering Prayer - RMCH
Gift Wrapping in Aud
Rosemont Rehab & Care Center Ministry
Art Class - PC1
Pastoral Council Mtg - PC1
Bible Timeline - Aud
Blaze Middle School Girls Study - Youth Room
Tuesday, December 4, 2018
Morning Prayer—RMCH
Scripture Sharing - PC2
BP Screening after 12:05 Mass
Staff Meeting
SFC Mentors
Mom’s Playdate - Aud
Wednesday, December 5, 2018
Women’s 11th Step Spirituality Meeting—PC1
Morning Prayer—RMCH
Food Addicts in Recovery - PC11
Exercise Program - Aud
Honickman Ministry
Religious Education Program
Family Support Group - Aud
Baptism Class - PC1
Venture Crew - Youth Room
Thursday, December 6, 2018
Morning Prayer—RMCH
Walking with Purpose - Aud
Walking with Purpose - Aud
Handbell Practice - RMCH
Friday, December 7, 2018 - First Friday
Morning Prayer—RMCH
Reconciliation, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
and Benediction follow the 12:05 Mass
Vigil Mass-RMCH

ST, THOMAS MONASTERY
800 E. Lancaster Avenue
Villanova, PA 19085

7:30AM
10:00AM
10:15AM
11:00AM
7:00PM
7:00PM
7:30PM
7:30AM
10:00AM
1:00PM
1:00PM
3:30PM
6:00AM
7:30AM
9:30AM
10:00AM
10:15AM
4:45PM
7:00PM
7:00PM
7:00PM

7:30AM
9:00AM
7:00PM
7:30PM
7:30AM
5:30PM

Dear Fr. Joe:
Thank you for having me to St.
Thomas Parish. It was a wonderful
experience meeting some truly
lovely people.
Please thank all who gave so
generously to the “love offering” which
amounted to $2,116.00.
Keep well! God Bless,

Saturday, December 8, 2018 - FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Mass– RMCH
9:00AM
Mass-VNCH
11:00AM
ADVENT GIVING TREE
Sunday, December 9, 2018
Religious Education Program
Rosemont Presbyterian Community
Eucharistic Prayer Service
Baptism-VNCH
Crisis Panel - PC1
ADVENT GIVING TREE

Fr. Michael Sullivan, O.S.A.
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10:00AM
10:30AM
12:00PM
12:30PM

CHRISTIAN SERVICE

We wish a warm welcome to the newest members of our
parish:
Kelly & Rick Maack & Family of Bryn Mawr
Congratulations to the newly Baptized members of our
parish:
Monica Therese, daughter of Joseph & Rebecca Anthony
Elena Julia, daughter of Gennaro & Lauren Bifulco
Evangeline June, daughter of Richard & Kay Pugh
Resting in Peace:
Miss Josephine DiBartholomeo

Remember those in need of our prayers, especially:
Katherine Breck, Brynn Busby, Austin DePetris, Patricia Ann
Harley,Bridget Kelly, Sara Keohane, Pamela LaMonaca, Bert
Rodgers, and Robert J. Wahl.
Please pray for our soldiers assigned in Afghanistan
and in other parts of the world. Please also pray
for the soldiers who are returning from
their assignments, especially the wounded.

Thank you for your participation in God’s Plan for
Giving. Your generosity for the weeks of:
November 17 and 18, 2018
Number of Envelopes

Envelope Amount

306

$14,852.00

Loose Cash

$2,170.45

Electronic Offerings

$5,581.57

Other
Total
10% Tithe
Income for Nov. 19, 2017

Envelope Amount

$2,260.40
$21,534.54

321
$1,609.70

Electronic Offerings

$8,560.56

Total
10% Tithe
Income for Nov. 26, 2017

ST. FRANCIS INN
Volunteers are needed to serve the midday meal at the
St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday, December
16th. The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily needs of
the poor and homeless people they serve with food,
clothing and hospitality. This ministry is open to anyone
16 years or older. For more information and to sign up,
contact our parish coordinator, Sheila Holst at 610-6595828
HELP AT HOME MINISTRY
Do you have a small household repair that you need
done? A bigger job that needs assessment? General
repairs such as: Plumbing (faucet / toilet repairs);
Electric (fix a light); Mechanical (AC and heat, appliance); Structural and cosmetic (threshold, window
repair, patching) Are you unable to physically perform
the job? Not sure where to begin? Cannot afford to
get it fixed? Contact: Parish Coordinator, Jim and
Ann Colizzo Jim at 908-797-6228 jcolizzo@gmail.com;
Ann at 484-883-4019 annortenzi@comcast.net
or Cathy Van Kula, Parish Staff at 610-525-4801,
MOTHER AND NEW FAMILY SUPPORT MINISTRY
Parishioner and nurse practitioner volunteer offers
support to new moms and their families who are
navigating the complexities of motherhood and the
addition of a new baby to the family. Contact Suzanne
Foley at 610-952-0147 or Cathy Van Kula
610.525.4801

$14,795.00

Loose Cash
Other

DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP
This ministry is for parish families who are in crisis or for
parish couples welcoming a new baby. Homemade dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators keep a list
of volunteers who are called as needed. If you are in
need of this delicious community support, please call
Sarah Breck at 610-975-0444.

$22,604.02

November 24 and 25, 2018
Number of Envelopes

PRAYERLINE
The parish prayer line is waiting for your prayer
request. Please contact stvprayerline@gmail.com or
Millie Seeds at 610-353-2025 to activate the parish
prayerline. We have parish teams available for your
special intentions.

$100.00
$25,065.26
$2,506.53
$30,176.60

Readings for the Week:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:
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Is 2:1-5; Mt 8:5-11
Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24
Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37
Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27
Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31
Gn 3:9-15, 20; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;
Lk 1:26-38
Bar 5:1-9; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11;
Lk 3:1-6

“Join us for a beloved Advent tradition! Here is your opportunity to enter into the spirit
of the season and step back from the hustle and bustle of the upcoming holiday.”

Lessons and Carols

An Advent Evening of Music and Reflection

DECEMBER 4, 2018 — 7:30PM
ST. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA CHURCH
Presented by the Villanova University Pastoral Musicians
and St. Thomas of Villanova Parish Choir
with the St. Thomas of Villanova Youth Choir
“For anyone unable to attend, the program will be available via the Parish Live Stream. Just click on
“Villanova Church Live Streaming” at the bottom of the Parish website homepage. This recording will
be archived and remain available for anyone unable to view the program live.”
WHAT DOES GOD WANT YOU TO DO
WITH THE LIFE GOD’S GIVEN TO
YOU?

Join us

Tuesday, December 11th
from 6:00—8:00pm

A Parish Team is needed to roll up their sleeves and
work at the Giving Factory at 30 Clipper Road,
Conshohocken, PA. We will sort clothing, clean and
repair toys, and prepare gift bags for needy children
all over the Delaware Valley. Middle school students
and older are welcome.
RSVP to: Cheryl Gibson 8gibson@comcast.net
or Cathy Van Kula 610.525.4801

“Vocations are born in prayer and from prayer;
And only in prayer can they persevere
and bear fruit.”
- Pope Francis
If you are interested in learning more about the
Order of St. Augustine and what it means to be
an Augustinian, please visit our website:
www/augustinianvocations.org
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The Parish Community of St. Thomas of Villanova
announces the Advent Giving Tree
The First 3 Sundays of Advent, 2018
For many years our parish community has worked with Campus
Ministry of Villanova University to buy hundreds of gifts of clothing and
gift cards for children and adults in five faith communities listed below:
St. Cyprian Parish, our sister parish in West Philadelphia
Providence Center sponsored by the Sisters of the Holy Child
St. Elizabeth’s Community (Project HOME)
Holy Family Nursing Home in SW Philadelphia by the Little Sisters of the Poor
Mercy Neighborhood Ministries, in North Philadelphia by the Sisters of Mercy

Tin Angels will be available for purchase
at the rear of both Churches on the weekends of
DECEMBER 2nd, DECEMBER 9th and DECEMBER 16TH.
Your gift will be used to buy a specific clothing Item or a gift card.
Watch the Christmas Trees radiate with Angels throughout the Advent Season!
If you can wrap gifts on Monday, December 3rd at 12:30pm in the
Rosemont Auditorium, call Judi Samulewicz at 610-649-5433

THE INN KEEPER MINISTRY
“She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a

manger, because there was no room at the inn.”

Luke 2:7

In 2017, we welcomed over 3,000 parishioners, extended family members and visitors to our
parish churches on Christmas Eve and Christmas Morning. Would you be willing to share one hour before
and 15 minutes after the Mass you plan to attend to make each person who joins us for Christmas Liturgy feel….

* warm

* welcome

* wanted

*worthy

What is the job description of an Inn Keeper?
- Stand outside the doors of the Church, open the doors, express a warm welcome, and hand out
liturgy booklets.
- After Mass you will stand outside doors expressing a goodbye and asking our guests to “come back”,
distribute a Christmas Card, and make sure the luminaries are ready for the next Mass.
If you can be an Inn Keeper to welcome the Body of Christ this Christmas, contact Cathy Van Kula at 610-525-4801
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The Family Life
Committee
Invites you to our
Annual

BREAKFAST
WITH SANTA

Saturday, December 8, 2018
10:00am - Rosemont
Auditorium
Make crafts with our parish teens.
SPECIAL VISIT FROM SANTA..
Bring your camera.
Leave the Reindeer at home.
Sing-a-longs Members of
Youth Choir
RSVP A MUST TO HELP US PLAN!!
RSVP: Number of Children and
Adults to office@stvparish.org
or call 610-525-4801.
Please bring a gift of boys or
girls socks or a baby crib
sheet for the children served by
Cradles to Crayons.
www.cradlestocrayons.org

MARY ANNE BIBBY
PASTORAL COUNCIL PROFILE
My husband, Ray, and I, have been members
of the parish for approximately fifteen years. We are the
parents of twin daughters, and grandparents of two
grandsons. While I am still actively employed in
healthcare, Ray is spending his retirement years
employed by the Monastery providing transportation for
the retired friars.
Several reasons drew us to St. Thomas. The
first was our family’s connection with the university
being one of three generations of Villanova graduates.
However, the deciding factor was the vibrancy we felt
from the congregation during mass participation, and the
breadth of the stewardship committees. We have
served as Eucharistic Ministers, assisted in the hospital
ministry and participated in the evening Bible Study
program. Other than traveling and spending time with
family and friends, I still love my major, history. I would
like others to experience the same sense of community
as we have, and see St Thomas grow as a parish both
socially and spiritually. Hopefully, my participation in the
Pastoral Council can contribute to this.

STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL UPDATE

The Stewardship Council met on Monday evening, November 19. The Council meets monthly in
preparation for the Grant Distribution process that takes place each June. At the meeting on
November 19th, the council members discussed the criteria and guidelines provided to ministries who
submit a grant request to the parish. The council decided it would be beneficial to update the Grant
Application in order to provide additional guidelines to those who apply. The grant application will be
available on the website by the end of January following the January Stewardship Council meeting.
The deadline for submission is April 30, 2019. Parishioners who are involved in giving their time and
talent to a parish or other ministry may invite the ministry to apply for a grant once the application is
available. A summary of last year’s distributions can be found on page 17 of the Financial Report
posted on the parish website under the header of Stewardship. Questions: Contact the parish office.
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MERCY MINISTRY HAD JOINED AFIRE!!
St. Thomas of Villanova is hosting a
FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP
every Wednesday Evening at 7:00pm
in the Rosemont Auditorium.
Family Groups are designed to meet the needs of
those with loved ones who are currently in treatment,
are using alcohol and/or drugs in a problematic manner
or are in recovery.
Our mission is to help ourselves and in turn help others
whose loved ones are struggling with addiction.
The purpose of these groups is to provide family
members a confidential, safe place to find support,
education, encouragement and hope on their own path
to Recovery for Life.
Those 18 years and older are welcome.

AFIRE
Active Faith Implementing Relief in the Epidemic
AFIRE is a faith-based movement designed to bring education, healing, hope, resources, advocacy and transformational action to families and communities struggling with addiction. AS members of AFIRE, we strive
to put our Christian faith n action by providing relief to
the afflicted — specifically individuals and families who
are struggling in the midst of the addiction and overdose
epidemic.
We believe in the dignity of every human person
as a child of God. We seek to be a compassionate
presence to the suffering. We strive to be a voice for
the voiceless and bring hope to the hopeless. We act
to bring light into the darkness.
But we need you to help spread the light! Please join us
as we organize and brainstorm to bring this important
ministry to our community.

The Mercy Ministry is collecting donations for
various Recovery Houses. If you can help with any of
the following needs, please drop off at the Parish
Center, Monday-Friday, between 9:00am and 4:30pm.
Grocery Gift Cards
Bath Towels
Cleaning rags
Kitchen Gadgets
Blankets
Shampoo/body wash
Food
Silverware
Sheets (single beds)
Underwear, socks
Hangers
Hats, boots, gloves
Cups, pots, pan, plates
Small furniture (night stands, shelves)
Toiletries (shaving cream, razors, etc.)
Thank you.
“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace that
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need”.
Hebrews 4:16

WOMEN’S 11TH STEP MEDITATION –
each Wednesday from 6:00am to 6:45am
in the Parish Center
Step 11 – Sought through prayer and meditation to
improve our conscious contact with God, praying only
for knowledge of His will for us and the power to carry
that out.
Join us, even if you are not part of “program”, for a
great way to start your day as “we ask God to direct
our thinking, especially asking that it be divorced from
self-pity, dishonest or self-seeking motives.”
Page 86 of AA Big Book

Contact: Karen Farley at bizmgr@stvparish.org or
call the Parish at 610-525-4801 x 202 to
join this ministry.

In God's Hands
is a parish ministry
that provides support to
families who are
experiencing,
or have experienced,
loss of a child through
miscarriage, stillbirth,
or infant death.
We recognize
the uniqueness of
the loss of an unborn
child or infant, and provide comfort to families
through prayer, confidential family-to-family support,
liturgy and sacraments, and practical information.
In a culture which debates the value of life, we
recognize and respect that precious life begins at
conception, and that the loss of that life is real, painful,
and deserving of healing and comfort. We seek to
support others through our own losses of children and
connections to loss.
If you wish to serve as a volunteer in this ministry,
or if you are seeking our support,
please contact Brian and Cayce Farina
at cayce.l.farina@gmail.com or 484-206-7975.
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At this time of Thanksgiving, we are especially grateful for the generosity of
the St. Thomas of Villanova community:
Thank you to our parishioners who provided a warm and filling dinner as part of our
Feed the Hungry ministry at the Life Center in Upper Darby on Saturday, November 3rd;
Thank you to our team of volunteers who served the midday meal at St. Francis Inn
in Kensington on Sunday, November 18th; and
Tremendous thanks for our many parishioners who donated 336 turkeys together with all
of the fixings for Thanksgiving meals to our sister parish St. Cyprian on Sunday, November 18 th.
We delivered three truckloads full of food for Thanksgiving and we also were able to
fully stock the food pantry at St. Cyprian. Thanks to Paul Overbeck, Bob and Michelle Tobia,
Jamie Viggiano and Paul Strid for their tremendous leadership and enthusiasm for
this ministry, and thanks to our many volunteers who helped load and unload the donations.

“At the end of life we will not be judged by how many diplomas we have received, how much money

we have made, how many great things we have done. We will be judged by "I was hungry, and you
gave me something to eat...”
St. Teresa of Calcutta
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