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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  

JANUARY 13, 2019 

Stewardship Thought for the Week 

“John answered them all, ‘I baptize you with water; but 
he who is mightier than I is coming…he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit... ’”      (Luke 3:16) 
 
The Catholic Catechism states that “Jesus’ immersion in 
the water is a sign for all human beings of the need to 
die to themselves to do God’s will.”   In other words, as 
baptized Catholics there is only one gift that we need to 
give to Jesus – the gift of ourselves. Surrender yourself 
to God, place your trust in Him and allow the Holy Spirit 
to work through you for the greater glory of God. 

 
 

 A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:  
 
 
BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 
 The feast of the Baptism of the Lord marks the end of the Christmas season, during which we have 
celebrated the birth of the long-awaited Messiah and his manifestation as the Savior of the world.  It also denotes 
the beginning of the public ministry of Jesus.   He did not need to be baptized for the forgiveness of sin, but as an 
authentic human being Jesus was initiated into his call to show humanity its need to reform.  The people of God, 
from the time when God established the covenant with Abraham, had wandered off course time and time again.  
Many prophets came to show them the error of their ways.  In this tradition, Jesus began his work which was to 
show by his life and actions how people of the covenant should live in order to renew their faithfulness in God.  
When he heard the voice of God he was given the reassurance that God was with him. 
 
 This feast highlights the meaning of our baptism.  Nowadays we are accustomed to infant baptism; there is 
no longer an emphasis on changing one’s ways or reforming one’s life, as was the case for adult converts.  But even 
so, parents and godparents, making the commitment for their children to follow Jesus, renew their baptismal promise 
to be models of his way of life for them.  Baptism denotes an ongoing pledge to follow Jesus; it is not a once-and-for-
all sacrament.  By immersing ourselves in its meaning, we vow to live each day as people committed to the 
covenant, that is, to be faithful to God in our words and deeds.  Soon we will once again enter the season of Lent 
when we review how we should live as Christians.  Let us remember this as we commemorate the Baptism of  
the Lord. 

 
Thank you for your generosity for the following  
weekends:  
 
December 29 & 30, 2018  
Number of Envelopes:                        288                                                                              
Envelope Amount:                   $16,514.00              
Loose Cash:                              $1,251.55 
Electronic Offerings:                $12,096.32 
Other                                              $75.00       
       Total                        $29,936.87 
             10% Tithe                      $2,936.87 
December 31, 2017                 $30,803.77 
 
 
January 5 and 6, 2019 
Number of Envelopes:                         340                                                                             
Envelope Amount:                   $14,788.00              
Loose Cash:                               $1,974.26 
Electronic Offerings:                   $8,229.44 
Other                                            $220. 00       
       Total                        $25,211.70 
             10% Tithe                      $2,521.17 
January 7, 2018:                      $25,817.17  

Readings for the Week: 
  
Monday:           Heb 1:1-6; Mk 1:14-20  
Tuesday:          Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1::21-28   
Wednesday:     Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday:         Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45     
Friday:             Heb 4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday:          Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17  
Sunday:            Is 62:1-5; 1 Cor 12:4-11; 
  Jn 2:1-11   
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On January 6 the following letter, composed from the comments submitted by parishioners in November and 
 approved by the Steering Committee, was sent to Pope Francis in the name of our parish community. 

 
 

 
His Holiness, Pope Francis 
Apostolic Palace 
Vatican City 00120 
 
Dear Holy Father, 
 
 The people of St. Thomas of Villanova, an Augustinian parish community in suburban Philadelphia USA, 
send to you our heartfelt love and respect, as well as our prayers as you lead the Church in these challenging times.   
 In response to the sexual abuse crisis in the United States and because of our love for the Church, we have 
conducted a number of meetings among concerned parishioners to support the work of the Church in seeking to 
correct the injustices suffered by the victims of sexual abuse.  We are also seeking ways in which to participate in  
the process of ensuring that they never occur again.   
 The People of God in our community have suffered anguish and sorrow because of the manner in which 
much of the Church hierarchy has mishandled the sexual abuse crisis.  It is our belief that there is considerable work 
to be done in order to restore trust in the Church and her leaders, work that should include a collaborative effort of 
laity, clergy and religious, in the spirit of the Second Vatican Council, as you yourself have stated in your writings.  
 The leadership of the Catholic Church in the United States has failed to understand the enormity of the  
disillusionment and pain suffered by the people in their parishes and institutions.  The people feel betrayed by the 
attempt to silence victims and cover up the blatantly immoral actions of the perpetrators of these abuses.  We find it 
reprehensible that the welfare of innocent victims was disregarded because of the fear of financial ruin or, worse, the 
loss of power and authority.  Therefore, we call for the resignation of all those who knowingly participated in cover-
ups and evasion of the truth.  We believe that there are still some in the hierarchy who have not comprehended the 
grave sinfulness of these actions. 
 We believe that those engaged in trying to silence victims for the protection of the Church are condoning 
 indefensible acts inflicted on innocent victims who deserve justice.  We find it hypocritical for the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops to have developed a policy, the Dallas Charter, which calls for zero tolerance, 
imposing strict standards on clergy and laity in parishes and schools, while exempting bishops from the same 
requirements, ostensibly putting them above the law.  This only serves to feed the sin of clericalism.   
 Thus we ask you and your fellow bishops to commission an extensive study, to be conducted by  
independent and objective agencies, with full access to requested documentation, to investigate and determine the 
causes of these tragedies so that they may never be repeated.   
 We also ask that you mandate all bishops to release the names of credibly accused priests, as well as all 
information related to silencing victims.  We reiterate our belief that any bishop involved in sexual abuse or its cover-
up should resign promptly.   
 By these demonstrations of transparency, it is our hope that the Church will begin to win back the trust of 
its members as well as to contribute significantly to the healing of those victims wounded and betrayed by both the 
abuse itself and the mismanagement of dealing with it.   
 Finally, we ask for reforms within the organizational structure of the Church to include expanded lay leader-
ship, including women, so that our ecclesial structures may indeed reflect justice, the essential work of the Gospel.
 We are sure that there are many other Catholic parishes and institutions that have expressed similar  
opinions; some may, as we will, engage in a process of eliciting opinions and suggestions from among their 
membership about effective next steps.  In convening the Second Vatican Council, Saint John XXIII encouraged 
collegiality in the renewal of the Church, not only among the bishops but also the laity.  Following that Spirit, we are 
inspired and anxious to pursue justice for the victims, according to the priorities that you, Holy Father mentioned – 
responsibility, transparency and accountability – in order to rectify and repair the tarnished image of the Church we 
love. 
 Our prayers are with you and all Church leadership, as we move forward together in this endeavor to restore 
the integrity of our Church. 
 
    In Christ,  
    The people of St. Thomas of Villanova parish community 
 
 

(Copies were sent to Archbishop Chaput – a courtesy copy since he is our Ordinary, and Cardinals Cupich,  
DiNardo, and O’Malley who are on the Pope’s committee to set the agenda for the February meeting in Rome.) 
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Mon., Jan. 14th       Weekday 
12:05PM-RMCH       Carol Fink  - Family 
Tues., Jan. 15th      Weekday                                                  
12:05PM-RMCH       Dorothy D. Madden  - Kelleher Family 
Wed., Jan. 16th       COMMEMORATION OF DECEASED 
                                    RELATIVES OF THE AUGUSTINIAN  
                                          FAMILY     
12:05PM-RMCH       Deceased Relatives of Members of the 
                                  Augustinian Family 
Thurs., Jan. 17th     Saint Anthony  
12:05PM-RMCH       Jeffrey Elliott  - Walking With Purpose   
Fri., Jan. 18th          Weekday   
12:05PM-RMCH       Gabriel Maiorano  - Family 
Sat.,  Jan 19th         Weekday  
9:00AM-RMCH         Alma McDonnell  - Friend  
5:00PM-RMCH         Catherine Graham  - Jim & Ann 
    Costello 
Sun., Jan 20th       SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
7:30AM-VNCH        For the Parishioners of St. Thomas   
9:00AM-RMCH       Dr. Charles Mauriello  - Family    
10:30AM-VNCH      Mary Cuff  - St. Thomas Choir 
 

 

 
Schedule of  Events for the  
week of:  January 13, 2019        

            Recitation of the Rosary  

                      after the daily Liturgy. 
 
Monday, January 14, 2019 
Centering Prayer  -RMCH                                              7:30AM            
Rosemont Rehab & Care Ministry                                10:15AM 
Art Class  - PC1                                                            11:00AM    
Bible Timeline  - Aud                                                      7:00PM  
                        
Tuesday, January 15, 2019 
Scripture Sharing  - PC2                                               10:00AM       
St. Frances Cabrini Mentors                                          1:00PM     
 
Wednesday, January 16, 2019 
Women’s 11th Step Spirituality Meeting—PC1              6:00AM 
Food Addicts in Recovery  - PC11                                 9:30AM 
Exercise Program   - Aud                                             10:00AM  
Honickman Ministry                                                      10:15AM 
Religious Education Program                                         4:45PM                            
Family Support Group  - Aud                                          7:00PM 
 
Thursday, January 17, 2019 
Men’s Group  - RMCH  & Aud                                        6:30AM  
Rosemont Presbyterian Mass                                        9:00PM 
Walking with Purpose  - Aud                                          9:00AM 
Walking with Purpose  - Aud                                          7:00PM 
 
Friday, January 18, 2019 
  
Saturday, January 19, 2019 
 
Sunday, January 20, 2019                                                         
No Religious Education Classes                                        
Rosemont  Presbyterian Community 
                       Eucharistic Prayer Service                    10:30AM 

 

Thank you! 
 
We are grateful for the generous hearts of our many 
parishioners who give so selflessly all year but  
especially so during the Advent and Christmas sea-
sons.  Thank you: 
 
-- To our Advent Giving Tree volunteers who shopped;  
    sold and purchased angels; and wrapped and  
    delivered over 500 gifts for five inner city  
    communities;  
 
-- To our parish youth and their families who delivered  
    poinsettias to our parishioners who had lost a loved  
    one during the year or who are homebound; 
 
-- To our parishioners who served as “Innkeepers” at  
    our Christmas liturgies welcoming thousands of  
    parishioners, their extended families and visitors;  
 
-- To all who brought baby gifts to our Christmas  
    liturgies, which gifts were later delivered to Cradles 
    to Crayons; and 
 
--  To all who donated and delivered food for our Feed  
    the Hungry ministry on January 5

th
,   providing a  

    warm and delicious dinner for the guests at the Life  
    Center in Upper Darby. 

Join us 

 
    Tuesday, February 12th  
    from 6:00—8:00pm 
  
  
A Parish Team is needed to roll up their sleeves 
and work at the Giving Factory at 30 Clipper 
Road, Conshohocken, PA. 
  
We will sort clothing, clean and repair toys, and 
prepare gift bags for needy children all over the 
Delaware Valley.  Middle school students and  
older are welcome. 
  
 RSVP to: Cheryl Gibson  
 8gibson@comcast.net 
 or Cathy Van Kula  
 service@stvparish.org. 
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
 
PRAYERLINE 
The parish prayer line is waiting for your prayer  
request.  Please contact stvprayerline@gmail.com or 
Millie Seeds at 610-353-2025 to activate the parish 
prayerline.  We have parish teams available for your 
special intentions. 
    
DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP 
This ministry is for parish families who are in crisis or for 
parish couples welcoming a new baby. Homemade din-
ners are delivered. Two parish coordinators keep a list 
of volunteers who are called as needed. If you are in 
need of this delicious community support, please call   
Maria Gunn at 610-291-7205. 
 
ST. FRANCIS INN 
Volunteers are needed to serve the midday meal at the 
St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday, January 20th.   
The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily needs of the 
poor and homeless people they serve with food, cloth-
ing and hospitality. This ministry is open to anyone 16 
years or older.  For more information and to sign up, 
contact our parish coordinator, Sheila Holst at 610-659-
5828 or hagan1126@verizon.net.  
 
HELP AT HOME MINISTRY 
Do you have a small household repair that you need 
done?  A bigger job that needs assessment?  General  
repairs such as:  Plumbing (faucet / toilet repairs); 
Electric (fix a light); Mechanical (AC and heat, appli-
ance); Structural and cosmetic (threshold, window 
repair, patching)  Are you unable to physically perform 
the job?  Not sure where to begin?  Cannot afford to 
get it fixed?  Contact:  Parish Coordinator, Jim and  
Ann Colizzo Jim at 908-797-6228  jcolizzo@gmail.com;  
Ann at 484-883-4019  annortenzi@comcast.net  
or Cathy Van Kula, Parish Staff at 610-525-4801,  
service@stvparish.org.  
 
MOTHER AND NEW FAMILY SUPPORT MINISTRY 
Parishioner and nurse practitioner volunteer offers  
support to new moms and their families who are 
navigating the complexities of motherhood and the  
addition of a new baby to the family.  Contact Suzanne 
Foley at 610-952-0147 or suzannefoley@yahoo.com or 
Cathy Van Kula at service@stvparish.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We wish a warm welcome to the newest members of our 
parish:  
Stephanie Lynch of Bryn Mawr 
Kathleen Scheld of Philadelphia 
 
Remember those in need of our prayers, especially: 
Katherine Breck, Brynn Busby, Austin DePetris,  Patricia  
Ann Harley, Bridget Kelly, Richard Hudak, Sara Keohane, 
Pamela LaMonaca, Bert Rodgers, and Robert  J. Wahl. 
 

Please pray for our soldiers assigned in Afghanistan 
 and in other parts of the world.  Please also pray  

for the soldiers who are returning from 
 their assignments, especially the wounded. 

 
 WELCOME VISITORS 

Thank you for worshiping with us today.  If you are 
visiting our beautiful church or chapel, please know 

you are most welcome!  
If you have questions or are interested in 

 joining our parish community, 
 please call the parish office at 610-525-4801. 

  

 

Calling All Men! 
 

 As we begin a New Year, please plan on joining 
us for the next Men’s Gathering this Thursday,  
January 17th.  We’ll celebrate Mass in the Rosemont 
Chapel at 6:30am and then head to the Auditorium for 
some fellowship, before going off to work or other re-
sponsibilities.   And remember – feel free to invite a 
friend from the parish or otherwise! 

 
Archdiocesan Catechist Awards   

 
We would like to congratulate the following 
catechists on receiving an award for their 

years of service to our Religious Education 
Program.  The Most Reverend Michael J. 

Fitzgerald, Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia 
 celebrated a special Mass for Religious 

Education on Saturday, January 12, 2019, at 
the Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter and Paul, 

and distributed the awards.   
 

Five Years of Service 
Sarah Breck, Ellen Kranick, 

 Eilise Rouse, Kelly Yoh 
 

Ten Years of Service 
Jill Adams, Barbara Arcuri,  

David Grimmig, Pat Temple-West 
 

We sincerely thank these good Stewards of 
our parish for sharing their time, talent and 

faith with our young people! 

mailto:suzannefoley@yahoo.com
mailto:service@stvparish.org
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OUTREACH TRIP FOR 

 MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL/ADULTS 

 
January 21, 2019  —  Monday, MLK Outreach Trip  
 Join us on MLK day Working indoors at the More Humble Hearts Outreach Mission 
 We will spend the day cooking homemade soup, packing soup cups, making 
sandwiches & sorting coat donations. Service hours for this event go towards the YOUCAT 
Servant Leader Award (15+ hours needed to receive) 
  *  Meet at Rosemont Auditorium parking lot 8:30am to board bus 
                            to service location 
  *   Return 3:00pm to Parish parking lot.  Closed-toed shoes are required.   
 
Limited spots.  To register, please email Maria Luby at fl-youth@stvparish.org. 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

January 21, 2019 

MARTIN LUTHER KING  

Service Ministries for All Ages 

 

FAMILY —  MORNING OF SERVICE   

Rosemont Auditorium    

10:00am-Noon 
 
Pre-school and elementary school children and parents join  
hands to create practical gifts: 
   -  Candy survival kits for local police in Radnor and Lower Merion; 
   -  Decorated t-shirts for HIV/AIDS infected/affected youth attending  
      Camp Dreamcatcher; 
   -  Hygiene kits for guests of Interfaith Hospitality Network of the Main  
       Line and area Recovery Houses; 
   -  Cheese sandwiches for the Patrician Society in Norristown; and 
   -  Cards for our military troops and veterans. 

 
HELP NEEDED!! 

Help is needed to run the craft tables on Martin Luther King Day of Service with 
 the Family Service morning in the Rosemont Auditorium.  Please contact  

Parish Coordinators, Kate Horn at kate.horn@yahoo.com or 
Leslie Selbach at lkramer14@yahoo.com. 
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LIFE IS NOT A DRESS  
        REHEARSAL 
 
 

“God calls you to make definitive choices… 
to discover that plan and to respond to your 

vocation is to move toward personal fulfillment.”  
    Pope Francis 
 

If you are interested in learning more about the 
 Order of St. Augustine and what it means to be 

 an Augustinian, please visit our website: 
 

www.augustinianvocations.org  

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS 
 
Family Life Events 
Tuesday 1/22 Playgroup 3:30-4:30pm 
In the Rosemont Auditorium for Walkers – Preschool 
Contact Elisa: eferrante2@gmail.com 
 
Skate Party - Save the Date Saturday, March 2, 2019 
The Family Life Committee is excited to announce that 
our Annual Ice Skating party will be held on Saturday, 
March 2, 2019— 6:00-8:00pm.  Details coming soon! 
Family Life Committee is always looking for volunteers 
to help run events. 
Contact Maria Luby: fl-youth@stvparish.org 

 
 

         Come and experience  
 
 
 

February 9-10, 2019   -  St. Thomas of Villanova, Rosemont Chapel, Rosemont, PA 
 
 A refreshingly positive, affirming, and energizing retreat workshop that frees husbands and wives  
 to live in love the way they always dreamt they would. Gain liberating insight into how differently 
 men and women prefer to achieve intimacy, a pro-active mindset, and practical strategies to put  
 the fun and romance back into everyday life. Designed to release the joy of being a man and a 
 woman in love, the weekend consists of a series of engaging presentations that integrate insight  
 from the sciences with St. John Paul ll’s Theology of the Body, communicated in common sense 
 language and illustrated with real life examples. Each exercise is followed by time for private 
 reflection, and couple sharing. There is no large group open sharing or discussion.  
 
 Saturday begins at 8:00am and includes a lovely romantic dinner and Sunday includes Mass. The 
 retreat concludes by 4:00pm Sunday but the freedom and joy continue to grow after the weekend!  
 
 For more information or to register on-line go to:  www.livinginlove.org or call (610) 640-4105.  
 Parish contact is Dave and Stephanie D'Arcangelo (610-420-0589) or darcangelo518@gmail.com. 
 Cost is $125 per couple. 
  
   

Living in Love 

   
 ST. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA 
    PARISHIONERS HELP US 

            REPLENISH THE  
         FOOD PANTRY AT  
           ST. CYPRIAN’S   

  
tacklehunger.org 

  
Bring your donations to tackle hunger  

in our Community.  
  

 Please drop off your donations 
 in the back of both the Church and Chapel  

the weekends of January 26-27,  
February 2-3 or drop off at the Parish 

Center beginning the week of January 27th. 
  
 

Items most needed are:  powdered milk, canned 
fruit, 100% fruit juice, peanut butter, jelly, tuna, 
canned sardines, cold cereal, oatmeal, pasta, pasta 
sauce, rice, stew, chili, and soup. 
  

Youth parishioners will deliver items to  
St. Cyprian’s parish on February 3, 2019.  

  
For more information, call 610-525-4801 or 

email: fl-youth@stvparish.org. 
  
  

mailto:eferrante2@gmail.com
mailto:fl-youth@stvparish.org
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St. Thomas of Villanova is pleased to announce the availability of FORMED, an online service for accessing  
thousands of Catholic videos, audios and ebooks On Demand anytime, anywhere!  As a member, you will have  
access to entertaining movies, inspiring audio talks, informative bible studies, and much more.   
 
St. Thomas of Villanova is providing this resource free of charge to help our parishioners learn and grow in 
their faith.  You will also be able to easily access any featured content that we are promoting within our  
community from time to time.  So please join us. 
 
To take advantage of this subscription…..  
1. To sign up for FREE, just visit us here:   https://stthomasofvillanova.formed.org. 
2.    Click on Register 
3.    Enter our Parish Code:  KP76RG 
  (Note that the Parish Code is case  sensitive; all letters are upper-case.) 
4.  Create your account by entering your email address.   
  
Also once you have signed up, don’t forget to download the free iOS or Android app to put FORMED at your finger-
tips.   
  
We hope you will enjoy this incredible gift and please spread the word to others. 
  
  

 
 

St. Thomas of Villanova proudly begins our 

HUGS FOR HEROES 

 
 

         January 12th through February 10th 
 
 

This year we are again sending donated items to our local soldiers deployed in Afghanistan, as well as 
 to those who have returned from war and are readjusting to the civilian world through the Philadelphia 
Veterans Multi-Service Center.  
 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR OUR SOLDIERS DEPLOYED: 
  Cards and Letters of Encouragement 
  Individual toiletries:  toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, baby  
        powder, foot powder, body wash, eye drops, razors, Chapstick, sunscreen, shaving cream, 
        Kleenex, packaged snacks and candy, playing cards and puzzles.  
 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR OUR VETERANS: 
   Cards and Letters of Appreciation 
   Toiletries:  Larger sizes of above suggestions.  NEW undershirts, socks, pajamas, 
                      and shirts; large print crossword puzzles; shower curtain liners; any new or used 
                      kitchen items; gift cards for haircuts; and used service jackets.  
  

Drop your donations off at the Parish Center during the week or  
at the Rosemont Chapel on weekends (around Liturgies).   

All contributions will be sent to our soldiers and veterans before 
Valentine’s Day. 

For questions, contact Bonnie Cotter:  610-715-9591 or bonnie.cotter@verizon.net                                                
 
Parishioners:  If you have a family member serving outside of the United States, please let us know so we 
can include them when shipping special Hugs for Heroes gifts.  

https://stthomasofvillanova.formed.org/
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WOMEN’S 11

TH
 STEP MEDITATION –  

each Wednesday from 6:00am to 6:45am  
in the Parish Center 

 
Step 11 – Sought through prayer and meditation to 
improve our conscious contact with God, praying only 
for knowledge of His will for us and the power to carry 
that out.   

Join us, even if you are not part of “program”, for a 
great way to start your day as “we ask God to direct  
our thinking, especially asking that it be divorced from 
self-pity, dishonest or self-seeking motives.”  
Page 86 of AA Big Book 

 
St. Thomas of Villanova is hosting a  

FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP  
every Wednesday Evening at 7:00pm 

in the Rosemont Auditorium.  
 
 

Family Groups are designed to meet the needs of  
those with loved ones who are currently in treatment, 
are using alcohol and/or drugs in a problematic manner 
or are in recovery.   
 
Our mission is to help ourselves and in turn help others 
whose loved ones are struggling with addiction.  
  
The purpose of these groups is to provide family  
members a confidential, safe place to find support,  
education, encouragement and hope on their own path 
to Recovery for Life.  
 
Those 18 years and older are welcome.  

In God's Hands  
 
is a parish ministry 
that provides support to  
families who are  
experiencing,  
or have experienced, 
loss of a child through  
miscarriage, stillbirth,  
or infant death.   
We recognize 
the uniqueness of  
the loss of an unborn  
child or infant, and provide comfort to families 
through prayer, confidential family-to-family support, 
liturgy and sacraments, and practical information.  
In a culture which debates the value of life, we  
recognize and respect that precious life begins at 
conception, and that the loss of that life is real, painful, 
and deserving of healing and comfort.  We seek to  
support others through our own losses of children and 
connections to loss.   
 

 If you wish to serve as a volunteer  in this ministry,  
or if you are seeking our support,  

please contact Brian and Cayce Farina  
at cayce.l.farina@gmail.com or  484-206-7975. 

The Mercy Ministry is collecting donations for  
various Recovery Houses.  If you can help with any of 
the following needs, please drop off at the Parish  
Center, Monday-Friday, between 9:00am and 4:30pm. 
 
     Grocery Gift Cards  Bath Towels 
     Cleaning rags  Kitchen Gadgets 
     Blankets   Shampoo/body wash 
     Food   Silverware 
     Sheets (single beds)   Underwear, socks 
     Hangers                      Hats, boots, gloves 
     Cups, pots, pan, plates 
     Small furniture (night stands, shelves) 
     Toiletries (shaving cream, razors, etc.) 
 
   Thank you. 
 
“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need”.                            Hebrews 4:16 

MERCY MINISTRY HAS JOINED AFIRE!! 
 

A F I R E 
Active Faith Implementing Relief in the Epidemic 

 
AFIRE is a faith-based movement designed to bring ed-
ucation, healing, hope, resources, advocacy and trans-
formational action to families and communities strug-
gling with addiction.  As members of AFIRE, we strive to 
put our Christian faith in action by providing relief to the 
afflicted — specifically individuals and families who are 
struggling in the midst of the addiction and overdose 
epidemic.  
 
We believe in the dignity of every human person  
as a child of God.  We seek to be a compassionate 
presence to the suffering.  We strive to be a voice for 
the voiceless and bring hope to the hopeless.  We act  
to bring light into the darkness.  
 
But we need you to help spread the light!  Please join us 
as we organize and brainstorm to bring this important 
ministry to our community.  
 
Contact:  Karen Farley at bizmgr@stvparish.org or  
                call the Parish at 610-525-4801 x 202 to  
                join this ministry.   

mailto:cayce.l.farina@gmail.com
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CRADLES TO CRAYONS 
30 Clipper Road 

W. Conshohocken, PA   19428 
  

            December 19, 2018 
 
Dear St. Thomas of Villanova Parishioners: 
 
  Thank you so much for your recent donation of $1,625.00.  Because of your contribution, disadvantaged 
children are receiving the important everyday essentials they need to learn, play and thrive. 
 In our Greater Philadelphia service area along, there are more than 400,000 children ages birth through 12 
living in poverty-stricken households.  If their families are already struggling to pay for rent, utilities, and groceries, 
then providing clothing and shoes that fit, books to read, and school supplies and books to encourage learning are 
probably out of reach.   That is why your donation to Cradles to Crayons is so absolutely essential if we are to help 
fill this large and critical need, and why it is so appreciated. 
      One of our social service agency partners recently told us, “We are continually faced with issues that should 
not face our youngest children.  They come to school in icy weather without proper winter gear such as gloves and 
hats.  Their clothes are too small, mismatched, and often dirty.  This is not due to lack of caring by their parents, but 
due to sheer poverty.  In one case, a family was forbidden from returning to their home because it was condemned 
with all of their belongings inside.  They had nowhere else to turn.  This is where Cradles to Crayons has been so 
helpful by providing essential goods for children.  Now, the family’s children are proudly showing off their ’new’ 
gloves, small toys and school supplies.”    
      Thanks so much to the entire congregation of St. Thomas for your ongoing support of the very vulnerable 
children that we serve.  
       With warm regards, 
           Michal Smith 
           Executive Director, Cradles to Crayons  

 1/13 Youth Gathering – What Does God Want? 
 RSVP 
 How do we figure out what God wants?  Pray!  
 Special Guest – Sister Marianne Therese Lallone IHM 
 Faith, food, Fun!  Bring a Friend!  Meet in Youth Room.  
  MS – 5:00-6:30pm, HS — 7-:00-8:30pm 

 

1/21 MLK Service Outreach Trip  —  Volunteer 
 
 Please join STV Youth Ministry for this wonderful  
 opportunity to serve on MLK Day. We will spend the 
 day cooking homemade soup, packing soup cups, making  
 sandwiches, sorting coat donations & preparing snack  
 bags. Limit 35. Bus departs Rosemont Parking lot at  
 8:30am & returns at 3:00pm         

The Academy of Notre Dame  
46th Annual Fine Art Show & Sale 

 
 The Academy of Notre Dame de Namur in Villanova, PA, is holding its 46th Annual Fine Art Show and Sale 
from Friday, January 25th to Sunday, February 3rd, 2019. The exhibition and sale will open with a catered preview 
reception with the artists on Friday, January 25, from 6:00-9:00 pm in the Academy Mansion, located at 560 Sproul 
Road in Villanova, PA.  This year’s featured artist is Delaware artist, Shawn Faust. 
 The public is cordially invited to attend both the catered reception and the weeklong exhibit.  Tickets to the  
preview reception are $60 in advance and $70 at the door.  The Fine Art Show will be on display from noon to 4:00 
pm daily beginning Saturday, January 26 through Sunday, February 3, 2019.   Free Admission. 
 For more information, visit www.ndapa.org/artshow. 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3uonki3L5EmGnrbvbwmPbiKDiJw9s_9Kre2nmx_bi-tUNlFCVTFWU0hOVkQxNjVSQTBLSDNXR0pLOS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3uonki3L5EmGnrbvbwmPbiKDiJw9s_9Kre2nmx_bi-tURE1YR09CM1pDNjhHU1FaVFA5OUVVWU8yTC4u
http://www.ndapa.org/artshow

