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Villanova Church
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Becoming A Parishioner

All parishes in the Archdiocese of Philadelphiadav
boundaries. The St. Thomas of Villanova boundaies

Old Gulph Rd. from Matsonford Rd. to Roberts Rd.Rbbinhood Rd.;
to Yorkshire Rd.; to Wyldhaven Rd.; to Marlbridgeayy to Ithan Ave.;
to Clyde Rd.; to Sproul Rd.; to Chandler Lane; podsll Rd.; to
Conestoga Rd.; to Radnor-Chester Rd.; to MatsorRakgto

Old Gulph Rd.

If you live within these boundaries, and would likgoin the
parish, please come to the Parish Center to regidtgou are
unable to come in during our Parish Center houtsape call

the Parish Center 610-525-4801 to make other aresngnts.

If you live outside of these boundaries and siglhwo becom
a St. Thomas of Villanova
Parishioner, please contact us.

Parish Center Hours Mon-Fri 9:00am-4:30pm

SACRAMENT INFORMATION

Baptismsare celebrated each month, except during Lenpti®a dates
and class dates are listed on the parish web&&l the Parish Center to
receive our Baptismal packet and to arrange a Baptiate.

Reconciliationis celebrated in the Rosemont Chapel on Saturdsgss a
the 9:00AM Mass. There are also Parish CommunigbCations during
Lent and Advent. If you cannot attend SaturdaydRetiation, please
call the Parish Center to make other arrangements.

Eucharist is celebrated according to the Liturgy sched@emmunion
calls: The Pastor and Eucharistic Ministers \asil bring Holy
Communion to the homebound on a regular basisasBleall the Parish
Center to have someone bring Holy Communion to aeyeho may be
homebound due to illness, disability or other ctods

Confirmation is celebrated every year at St. Thomas of Villanova
Eligible candidates are Catholic children in thdlsigrade or higher of
Catholic education. Please contact the Direct@@atechetical
Formation for more details.

eAnointing of the Sick. We are happy to offer many support services to
the sick and homebound. Visits are made by theoRdstaff and Eu-
charistic Ministers. Due to recent changes ingowlaws, the Pastoral
Staff cannot inquire at hospitals or doctor’'s e#8dor these names.
Please call the Parish Center to advise the Pastafaof anyone in
need of these services.

Matrimony. Please call the parish Center to make arrangeraéteaast

8 months prior to the wedding date.
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Christ has no body now but yours.
No hands, no feet on earth but yours.
Yours are the eyes through which He looks with
compassion on this world.
Yours are the feet with which He is to go
about doing good,

Yours are the hands with which He is to bless now.

Christ has no body now on earth but yours.

OUR MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

BIBLE STUDY FACILITATORS

Adults needed to facilitate small Bible Study greupength and
dates of the sessions are designed according fathieipant’s
schedule. Location can be the Parish Center orishi@ner’'s home.
Training and materials are provided.

FAITH SHARING DISCUSSION GROUP FACILITATORS
Adults who will facilitate faith sharing, using mg@am materials,
spiritual books or other approved material. Scheddaltimes and
dates as well as the location are determined bpah#cipants.
Training and resources are provided.

RCIA CATECHISTS

Adults, who join the RCIA team, will guide/teachet adults
interested in becoming Catholics. Sessions areumtad in small
groups on Sunday mornings, from 11:45AM to 1:00kMhe
Parish Center. Training and resources are provided.

ADMINISTRATIVE

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE

Individuals are needed to photograph and docuneamws parish
events and ministries to keep a record of whaeisdbaccomplished
as we share our time and talent. Communicatingethes
accomplishments using various technologies helgsrémgthen the
awareness of the parish community. Parishionets siil,
knowledge and expertise are needed.

OFFICE ASSISTANT
Help answering the phone and light computer knogdeteeded.



CHRISTIAN SERVICE MINISTRY

ADVENT GIVING TREE

Buyers, wrappers, sellers and delivery people aegled for this
ministry. During the advent season, angels wilkblel after each liturgy.
Buyers then purchase specific gifts for parishisnerfour inner-city
parishes. Cost is fully covered. Gifts need to bapped during
pre-scheduled times. Wrap sessions are usuall? 2durs long. On the
last Sunday of Advent, one or two car loads of §&thras gifts need to be
delivered to one of our inner-city parishes.

BLESSED SACRAMENT MENTORS

Teens and adults are needed to work as a weeklgronae tutor every
Tuesday from 2:30PM until 4:30PM for the childrdroar sister parish,
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament or volunteerdikwith the arts
and crafts enrichment program of the after-schoagmm. No
experience necessary and transportation can bedprbv

BLOODMOBILE

The American Red Cross holds a bi-annual bloodreabithe parish.
Coordinator, donors and volunteers are needed sRaig times for these
drives are pre-announced in the bulletin.

BREAD FOR THE WORLD -Letter Writing Campaign

Our parish is a covenant member of Bread for theldlya nationwide
Christian movement that seeks justice for the weihdingry people by
lobbying our nation’s decision makers. A lettertuag parish campaign
takes place the first week of June. Teens andsadtdtneeded to distrib-
ute packets and to staff tables to encourage peating at Liturgy. (last
weekend in May and first weekend in June)

CRADLES TO CRAYONS MINISTRY
Families are needed to work at the “Giving FactanyConshohocken,
once a month to sort donated items for childremged.

CASSEROLES FOR ST. JOHN'S HOSPICE

Casseroles are prepared by parishioners (as mamuasant to
make each month). Suggested recipes are availgidse casseroles
can be dropped at the parish center (Monday — ¥ri2i@0am to
4:30pm) or after the 9:00am liturgy or 5:00pm VigilRosemont.
You can also drop them off yourself right into fheezers which are
located on the ground floor of the Chapel elevaiidne casseroles
are then picked up by the staff of St. John’s Hospa shelter and
meal center for transient men in Philadelphia.

DAY OF SERVICE -

MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY

Parishioners join hands in service on Martin Luther

King Day in afull day of service projectsin the Parish Auditorium
and in outreach all over Philadelphia. Activitieslude a children’s
global craft fair, several outreach trips, as vaslifellowship activities
which join

together our young teens with teens from the imitgrfor lunch and
stewardship projects. Parishioners are neededlfof these events.
Information on this day is presented in the bulléteginning in mid-
December.

DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP

Dinners (made by a different volunteer each night)delivered to
the home of a family with a new baby or to a fanmlyrisis. Two
parish coordinators keep a list of anyone who vigers for this
ministry and these parishioners are called as nkede

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL)

The ESL program will pair volunteer tutors with #dmmigrants
seeking to gain English language skills to betteppre them for
learning and job skills. Commitment includes a 8riwaining course
and a 3 hour per week

tutoring session with a client in a convenient

location. Ministry DVD is available for you to vieiw your home.



FAIR TRADE COMMITTEE HOLIDAY HUGS FOR HERO'S

Help is needed to design and implement the sadf@aobfTrade Coffee Christmas collection of personal items, CD’s, phoaetls for our
through the parish website and at parish activiftes trade coffee is offereirave men and women in the military serving in InAte need
through Catholic Relief Services and helps ourlm and sisters overseasrganizers to pack and mail items. The drive wajin in late

A Fair Trade/Alternative Gift Fair will be held aite in the fall. October.

FEED THE HUNGRY HONICKMAN MINISTRY
Feed the Hungry at the Life Center of Eastern DatavCounty in Upper  We are looking for parishioners to train to be @meene tutors for
Darby is the ministry where volunteers are neetieditst Saturday of everyadults who are striving to reach personal goalhiekvmay be
other month from 6:00PM-9:00PM, to serve dinnethatLife Center in 69 obtaining a GED, learning to read or write, orrtgprove basic
Street. You can choose the date/dates that wornkolorParishioners are alsmmputer skills. Training and materials will be yided. Ministry
needed to prepare food that will be taken to ttie Cienter, including meat, commitment will be on Wednesday afternoon from QRr8-3:30pm
potatoes, dessert, pre-made wrapped sandwiches, etc at the Honickman Center in North Philadelphia. \&gool from the
Parish Center and return by 4:00pm. Ministry DV[Riéable for you
to view in your home.

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK
CUPBOARD MINISTRY Every tenweeks our parish hosts homeless families for omekw
Parishioners are needed to help organize the foodtobns that are Overnight hosts, cooks, dinner hosts, furniture ensyetc. are
delivered to the Parish Center throughout the yBas includes helping to needed. The families move in on a Sunday afteraooneave the
sort and deliver large canned food donations. fobd is distributed at our following Sunday afternoon. Movers are neededifgtllifting and

sister parish, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrameiwest Philadelphia. moving during these Sunday hours. Once our guestsedtled, our
parishioners provide a welcoming environment fe@nthto enjoy.
GOOD STEWARDS CAMP Meals are prepared each night, and two of our pangrs stay

The Good Stewards Camp is a parish week long catdpimJune from  overnight to accommodate our guests.

10:00am until 2:00pm daily. It is open to all middichool

students grades 6, 7 and 8. They will learn abewardship, homelessnessIDS CARE CAMP

and social justice issues that are pertinent talaidchoolers. The week Kids Care Camp is a summer week long camp in Johchildren in

ends with a trip to Dorney Park. High School agespéoners are needed a8, 4", and §'grades to teach stewardship principals and cadng f

counselors during this week. all God'’s children in need. High school counsebmes needed to
help.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Parishioners, no experience required, are schedmedSaturday; dates will

be listed in advance in the bulletin. Parishiomae®t in the Rosemont

Chapel parking lot at 7:45AM and go to Habitat Farmanity in Norristown

to help in preparing the houses for family livindpu must be at least 18

years of age and you can work the date/dates tisatranodate your

schedule.



LAZARUS MINISTRY

Ministers serve as acolytes at the funeral litu@yr parish coordinator
maintains a list of Lazarus ministers to be caiedheeded for funerals.

MANNA FOOD DRIVE

This drive is held in May each year.

Distribution of food bags at the Liturgies encoweagur
parishioners to bring the filled bag back the faflog week
end. Families are needed for both weekends taluistrand
collect the food donations which are used througkice
summer in the Archdiocesan food closet. Informatiarhow
individuals and families can volunteer is publisi®the bulletin a few
weeks before the drive.

NEW HORIZONS

Employment Ministry helps parishioners who are upleyed. Meetings
focus: *Workshops (resumes, interviewing skillsfworking) *Spiritual

and Transition *Development (job training).

OUR BROTHER’S HOUSE- part of the Bethesda Project

Parishioners are needed to work on a rotation lmasMonday mornings
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PEACE AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE

The St. Thomas of Villanova and Our Mother of G&mlinsel
parish communities have come together to nurtudesapport the
Church’s social teachings on justice and peacelfroan
communities. We will look for ways to encourage oammunities
to act both in direct ministry and advocacy to grabout justice. We
will use a variety of approaches to do the abavduding prayer,
Bible study, speakers, presentations, and bulbstards. We meet
monthly to plan and implement the Peace and Justisgion state-
ment. Dates are announced in both church’s budletin

PROJECT H.O.P.E.

Drive parishioners during the week, to marketing tonmedical
appointments. We will work with your schedule amdiyan be on
call only one week a month.

ST. JOHN'S HOSPICE

Parishioners work on a scheduled Sunday to prepateerve lunch
to about 30 male residents of the shelter in Ce@igt: You will
serve the meals, cafeteria style, so volunteerddaamssist with
serving food and drinks. You are encouraged &raut with the

preparing and serving lunch for approximately 26fhkless men who comeesidents.

in for lunch each day. We meet at the Parish Ceartdrcarpool to 907
Hamilton Street, Philadelphia.

PRAYER LINE
Be a part of the integral life of our community.sést those in need of

special prayer. No special qualifications! Jusatbailable or have a tape

machine when called upon to pray for special neads

intentions and be willing to call the next parigieo on our phone chain

PRISON MINISTRY

Parishioners are trained by Thresholds, a non{psodanization that trains
volunteers to teach decision making skills to mee &women in Delaware
County Prison. (meet once a week for ten week&rrmation Sessions will

be held.

ST. FRANCIS INN MINISTRY

Parishioners work on scheduled Sundays througheudar at the
St. Francis Inn in Kensington, serving mid-day radalseveral
hundred impoverished families. Information on thesleeduled dates
and how to join is listed in advance of the trighe bulletin. We
leave from the Rosemont Chapel after the 9:00AMrgy and return
approximately 2:00PM. You can join us for the ddbed work with
your schedule.

TURKEYS TO THE TABLE

Parishioners put together a complete turkey dinet what you
would put on your table). Box it and bring it taher church. The
dinners will be picked up the Sunday before Thaivksg.
Parishioners are also needed to transport numéudesy dinner
baskets to our sister parish, Our Lady of the BlésSsacrament in
West Philadelphia on the Sunday before Thanksgiving



FAMILY LIFE COMMITTEE

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

For our little parishioners, we will host a Satyrda
breakfast with activities and entertainment. Adhahds
are needed.

BRIDGE OF FAITH COMMITTEE

Parishioners are needed to serve on this commitiazh meets four times
a year. The committee is made up of parishioners four parish, Our

Mother of Good Counsel Parish and our sister pa@sin Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament. The committee plans joint itaigand social
gatherings, ministry and advocacy efforts.

FAMILY LIFE COMMITTEE

The Family Life Committee meets quarterly to plad anplement
ministries designed to strengthen our familiesaithf Throughout the
years, Family Life Committee has sponsored progriduaissupport

marriage, families with young children, and panegtin today’s world.
Committee members are needed to plan and impletimese programs.

FAMILY NIGHTS

In the spring and fall (on a Sunday evening) fagsijoin to have a casual

dinner, hear a parent educator or Marriage Enrictirsigeaker while

volunteers provide babysitting. Parishioners aeded to help coordinate
and run these evenings. Information on volunteesmyesented in the

parish bulletin prior to the event.

ICE SKATING PARTY

An ice skating party for parish families will beltién January at a local

skating rink. Help is needed in a variety of way®gistration, set up,
breakdown.

LIVING IN LOVE-

PARISH BASED RETREAT FOR MARRIED COUPLES

A delightful experience designed to put the fun esrdance back
into marriage. This retreat (held in October andrkary) affirms,
energizes and frees husbands and wives to livevmthe way they
always dreamed that they would. Parish teams setgfster,
facilitate talks and provide a romantic candlelightner. Information
on the event is published in the bulletin week®ieethe evening.

MOTHER’S OF YOUNG CHILDREN

Young mothers gather monthly, September through, Malear
speakers on issues relevant to mothers. Help tedeeith
refreshments, recruitment, organizing coffee anldlidn’s events.

PARISH MINISTRY TO THE ENGAGED

“Preparing to Live in Love” matches an empowered specifically
trained parish couple one-on-one with an engagagdleoThey meet
once a week for seven weeks at the home of theameotiple to
work through a refreshingly relevant, positive &axtraordinarily
helpful marriage education course. This is a pérfanistry for
young married couples who do not need to leave

the comfort of their own home or arrange for batdgss and can
schedule the evenings at their own conveniencetdieg is a great
source of renewal that continuously revitalize itimearriage. Train-
ing for this ministry

includes the initial mini retreat workshop (“Living Love”) and
eight two hour training sessions.



PENTECOST BRUNCH MUSIC MINISTRY
This annual brunch is held to enjoy community amteach young
children the value of reaching out to others thfoaft activities. Help is BELL CHOIRS
needed with setting up and creating crafts. Infaioneon this event is Inter-generational music groups; play at seasatagles and concerts.
published a few weeks before Pentecost Sundayibuhletin. Genesis Bellss a group for people from high school seniors pnwith
a basic ability to read music. This group augmentsworship life, and
SENIORS LUNCH & LECTURE SERIES AND HOLIDAY LUNCHES plays at concerts and other parish functions. Rehésare held weekly,
This series is held quarterly after the 12:05PMilgy in the Parish Centeron Monday evening$olden Bellesis a group that does not require
Auditorium. Parishioners are needed to help orgaard serve the lunch. musical knowledge and is open to senior citizeihss T
Information on these lectures and how to volunteésted in the bulletin  group also augments our worship life and plays at
prior to the event. parish functions. Rehearsals are held weekly during
the day, on Tuesdays.

CANTORS
Cantors serve as the primary music leaders at gakewnd liturgies. They
SPLASH PARTY need to have some rudimentary music training. Atvaor monthly
A splash party for all ages will be held in the soien at a local swim club. rehearsal is required to support this ministry.
Help is needed for set up, serving dinner, gamdschean up. Information
on how to get involved in this event is listed e bulletin prior to the CHOIR
event. The choir is a four part choral group which ledus@assembly in song at
the 10:30AM Sunday liturgy. The choir learns musien the broad
‘ spectrum of liturgical music, from traditional tordemporary. Prior
S

choral experience is helpful, but not necessamgctiie is held Tuesday
evenings in the church.

s 4 INSTRUMENTALISTS
Brass, Percussion, Pianist, Organist, Guitar, oteHhstrumentalists ac-
WINTER WOMEN’S BASKETBALL DAY AT company the rich musical repertoire of the litur@ydinarily instrumen-
VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY talists play in the ensemble with other instrumemd vocalists.
Tickets, games, fun and food are available for RaBay in January Occasionally, instrumentalists might play a pieal® ®r accompanied by

one other instrument. Proficiency in the particular
instrument is expected. Weekly rehearsals are
also expected.




PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS

Blood pressure screening takes place on the fidstlaird Tuesday of
each month after the 12:05PM Liturgy in the Rosen@rapel. Nurses
are also needed to take blood pressures on aniacablsasis during
parish events.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER TO THE HOMEBOUND

We need new or retired Eucharistic Ministers tagptHoly Communion
to one of our homebound parishioners on a weeldislz a time
convenient for you and the parishioner (can bengdutfie week or on a
weekend).

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

RECEPTIONISTS

WORSHIP MINISTRY

ALTAR SERVERS

Our young parishioners assist at the celebratidghe@Sunday Liturgy
and special liturgical events. They are responsdbfelfill all
assignments, to secure a substitute when necessangss appropriately
and, to attend 1-2 general meetings. Trainingesiged. This ministry is
open to all the baptized, 6th grade and over.

BAPTISM TEAM MINISTRY

This ministry offers an evening of preparation evather month for
families seeking the Sacrament of Baptism for thalsies. Team mem-
bers are present and assist with the celebratitimo$acrament twice
each month. Members of this ministry serve in thesgEacities on a rotat-
ing basis. The team meets on a yearly basis fatating and review.

Parishioners are needed to greet families as thiey,e@ecord attendance

slips, assist teachers with directing childrentiggtsupplies, etc. each
week during our class times,

SUN 10:10AM-11:25AM or WED 4:30PM- 5:45PM. You mim age
16 or older.

TEACHERS & ASSISTANTS

Teachers and assistants for grades 1-6 and Jr.(Aighare needed each

week during our class times,

SUN 10:10AM-11:25AM or WED 4:30PM-5:45PM, for a vikhecom-
mitment to teaching our children. Training providad experience
required. We need confirmed adults, age 16 or older

ENVIRONMENTAL EXPEDITORS

For Lent/Easter and Advent/Christmas many handseeded to put
together the church environment. No meetings i\ Pick a season,
sign-up and you are contacted with date and tingeetahe job done.




LAUNDRY ANGELS

Parishioners are asked to pick-up the linens uaeld week at liturgy and
launder them for a one month period of time. Linarespicked up from
and returned to the Rosemont Chapel. After signmga schedule will

be mailed to you.

LECTORS

This ministry requires well prepared, reverent paowtion of the word

of God for Sunday and special liturgical celebnagi¢Triduum,

holydays, reconciliation, etc), three year ternaifiing is provided. This

ministry is open to all fully initiated parishiorser

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY

ROSEMONT & VILLANOVA ENVIRONMENT TEAMS

This ministry asks parishioners to carry out flomamangements for the
Rosemont Chapel and Villanova church on a rotaeigedule and to
design and carry-out seasonal environments foclurches. You are
asked to attend approximately 3 meetings a year.

This ministry is present with a “Good Morning” aadvillingness to help//ORD OF GOD

people find their place in the Sunday Assemblis # ministry that is a This ministry involves working with two differengea groups: 3, 4 and
consistent, friendly, welcoming presence each timae&ome together to younger 5 year olds and requires a hands-on actositthe little children
celebrate liturgy. Time commitment involves arriyi20 minutes prior tobased in the Sunday/seasonal scripture; olde&5/ §ear olds and re-

the beginning of Mass and attending meetings omeddimes each
year. Ministers serve at the liturgy of their cleic

PARISH WORSHIP COMMITTEE

Members prepare and evaluate the liturgical seaswatuate the
over-all liturgical life of the parish using theurgical documents.
Members are a consultative committee to the Direnfthiturgy and to
the Pastor.

quires the ability to proclaim and preach the Wair€od on their level.
Ministers are scheduled and resources are provitfedd of God takes
place during the 9:00AM Liturgy in the Rosemont @élafrom
September through early spring.

USHERS

At Sunday Liturgy this ministry takes up the cotlen, assists with the
Communion Procession, and distributes the bullétghers also assist
with emergencies and inquiries and ministers in

close association with our Hospitality Ministers.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

YOUTH GROUP

One group of middle school teens and one groupgbf $chool teens
meet separately, every-other week, but occasiopaliifcipate in joint
events. Our three goal€mpowerment empower young people to live
as disciples of Jesus Christ in our world tod2atticipation: draw
young people to responsible participation in the lnission, and work
of the Catholic faith communitysrowth: foster the total personal and
spiritual growth of each young person.

The youth groups meet during the school year fop& discussions to
off-site service projects and are typically helde$days from 7:30-
9:00pm. Upcoming events and meetings are listeth@igroup’s blog
listed above.

YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM
We need confirmed Catholic adults who enjoy teaglaind assisting our
church youth in their post-confirmation Catholiocvzdepment

WELCOME COMMITTEE
Individuals are needed to help plan and implemerggamming and
activities to welcome new parishioners.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH

RCIA-Rite of Christian Initiation of Adult€Every year adults are
welcomed into the Catholic Community through RCIAIs a learning
and loving process in which conversion of the hbergs you to Jesus
Christ who is our Lord and Savior.

Bible Study Groups meet throughout the year at various tiomes
weekly basis for learning and discussions on gifieareas of the
Bible.

Parish Librarybooks, magazines, DVDs and CDs are availableat an
time to parishioners for further
education and development of their faith.

Parenting Series-Different topics and different age appropriataeser
are held various times throughout the year formiarto come together
to learn and share their experiences of raisifigrem.



Thank you for taking the time to read our Stewailshinistry Book. If
you have any questions or comments you would bkehare, please
email any of the following :

Pastor:
pastor@stv.comcastbiz.net
Director of Liturgy
liturgy@stv.comcastbiz.net
Director of Christian
service@stv.comcastbiz.net
Director of Catechetical Formation
rel.ed@stv.comcastbiz.net
Director of Family Life
service@stv.comcastbiz.net
Pastoral Visitor to the Sick and Homebound:
p.care@stv.comcastbiz.net
Wedding Coordinator
weddings@stv.comcastbiz.net
Business Manager
bizmgr@stv.comcastbiz.net
Administrative Asst
office@stv.comcastbiz.net
Religious Education Secretary
savini@stv.comcastbiz.net



