
 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   

JANUARY 31, 2010 

Stewardship Thought for the Week 
“Love is patient, love is kind.  It is not jealous, it is not 
pompous.” 
    1 Corinthians 13:4 
Are you jealous?  Do you focus more on the things that 
other people have than on the gifts that God has given to 
you?  Are you pompous?  Do you seek to acquire more 
possessions to impress others?  At times we are all guilty 
of these human weaknesses.  Yet as stewards we are 
called to love God above all other things  — striving always 
to be less jealous, less pompous and more giving. 

 Dear Friends, 
 THANKS SO MUCH!!   Last week we collected 
$10,819.86 for the Haiti Relief.  This week, we also had 
more extraordinary generosity.  In all we have sent 
$23,343.12 for two weeks, including two weeks tithe 
($4,400.26).    I know the need in Haiti is enormous but I 
believe our contributions will help. 
 I also want to thank all the parishioners who came 
to serve on the Martin Luther King Day of Service.  Of 
special note, I thank the many younger families who brought 
their children to learn about stewardship by serving others 
through prayers for the children of Haiti and through various 
gestures of love as they made crafts that expressed their 
concern for others.  Our high school youth went on outreach 
trips to Philabundance  and Cradles to Crayons.   I deeply 
appreciate the fact that they came to serve with their parish 
when many of the high schools offered other service trip 
opportunities.  Marcus VonHerstenberg couldn't stay away 
but drove down from college to join in. This was the eighth 
year that I have witnessed such willingness to serve others.   
I grow more grateful each year for what our parishioners do. 
 Last weekend many individuals took the 
Archdiocesan Capital Campaign Heritage of Faith - Vision of 
Hope Pledge cards with the intention of returning them this 
week.  We also scanned the card and put it in the bulletin to 
make it easier for people to make a pledge.  My hope is that 
we will make a significant addition to the already amazing 
total that has been pledged.  This is also a tribute to our 
awareness to the needs in our Archdiocese.  While I 
encourage a pledge, I also realize that many may not be 
able to see themselves making a pledge because of 
finances.  Everyone's contribution helps.  I have said over 
and over again "We don't need a few people doing 
everything but rather everyone doing a few things."  Please 
don't underestimate the value of what you give. 
 The official end of the campaign for our parish is 
January 31st.  Just as there was work we had to do before 
the official opening , so too we have things to finish up.  We 
will still continue accepting pledges for the next few weeks, 
so please don't hesitate to send them in or drop them in the 
basket on Sunday. 
 This weekend is the beginning of Catholic Schools 
Week.  There is an entire page of the bulletin devoted to this 
special week.  We are extremely proud of Mary's House, our 
parish preschool.  For 27 years it has helped children from 
our parish and surrounding parishes to begin their education 
in the Catholic faith.  Diversity is a hall mark for our 
elementary children as they attend four different parochial 
schools.  I would like to celebrate this diversity by asking the 
children attending Catholic parochial schools to wear their 
uniforms next week and bring up the gifts at the various 
masses.  All of the children are receiving excellent 
educations  and I am happy that we can support them.  We 
have information in our bulletin from all the schools that 
have asked for some space.  I hope you celebrate our 
commitment to Catholic education!! 
Peace, 
Fr. Rich 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 
 
Monday          2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13, Mk 5:1-20  
Tuesday           Mal 3:1-4; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 3:22-40 or 2:22-32  
Wednesday     2 Sm 24:2, 917; Mk 6:1-6             
Thursday         1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12; Mk 6:7-13         
Friday           Sir 47:2-11; Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday          1 Kgs 3:4-13; Mk 6:30-34   
Sunday             Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11; 
                         Lk 5:1-11                      

“Masses in Interpreted American Sign Language” 
     On the Second and Fourth Sunday of each month, we 
have scheduled an American Sign Language Interpreter for 
our 9:00am Mass in the Rosemont Chapel.  The Interpreter 
will be here on February 14 and 28, 2010.  

 

 

 

 

 

Campaign Update  
 

To date we have raised $1,038,230 
or 77% of our parish goal  

A BIG THANK YOU !!! 
 

After  Commitment Weekend we raised 
 $68,610 and our pledges continue  

to come in and help us reach our goal of  
$1,350,000. 

 
 If you took a bulletin with 

 the card inside, please complete it and  
either mail it in, drop it at the Parish Center  

or you may drop it in the offertory basket next 
weekend. 

 
 To all who have made their pledges, 
and all who continue to support this 

campaign, we thank you for your generosity. 
 
 

 

 Coffee and 
   Donuts 
 
 
    

 A Coffee and Doughnuts gathering will be held 
February 7th after the 9:00AM mass in the Rosemont 
auditorium.  
 The event is hosted by the Stewardship 
Council and everyone is welcome. It is a great way to 
meet your fellow parishioners. 
 Please join us. 
 

 

FIRST FRIDAY SOLEMN        

EXPOSITION OF THE 

 BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Friday, February 5, 2010 
 

 

      The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for one 
hour following the 12:05 Mass in the Rosemont 
Chapel of St. Thomas of Villanova. 
     The solemn exposition of the Holy Eucharist offers 
the opportunity to the people of God for prayerful 
reflection on our call to a deeper devotion to the Holy 
Eucharist and a more faithful living of the Christian 
Life. 
     Please join us.   
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CATHOLIC   SCHOOLS  WEEK 
 
 
Monday, February 1, 2010 
Preschool Student/Teacher Appreciation Day 
Rosemont Manor Ministry                                           10:30AM 
Staff Meeting                                                                 1:30PM  
Parish Council Meeting—PC1                                       7:30PM          
 
Tuesday, February 2,  2010 
Grandparents‘/Special Friends‘ Day  - Aud                  10:00AM 
Golden Bells  - Cafeteria                                              10:00AM 
BP Screening after 12:05 Mass 
OLBS Mentors                                                                2:30PM 
Bible Study  - PC4                                                          7:00PM 
Youth Group  - High School                                           7:30PM  
Step Parenting Group  - PC2                                         7:30PM                                                 
Choir Practice VNCH                                                      7:30PM   
Genasis Bells   - Aud                                                      7:30PM 
 
Wednesday, February 3, 2010 
Preschool Open House—Parents Welcome      8:45AM-9:30AM 
Exercise Program  - Aud                                               10:00AM 
BP Screening at Rosemont Plaza                                 10:45AM 
Honickman Ministry                                             12:45PM 
Religious Education Program  - PC                                4:30PM 
Pilates  - Aud                                                                  6:00PM 
New Horizons  - PC1                                                      7:00PM 
 
Thursday, February 4, 2010 
Preschool Open House– Parents Welcome      8:45AM-9:30AM 
Walking with Purpose  -  Aud                                         9:30AM 
Bible Study  - PC2                                                        10:30AM 
IHN Board Meeting  - PC1                                             7:30PM 
 
Friday, February 5, 2010 
Preschool Spirit Day  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after 
                            12:05 Mass 
Mom‘s Group Movie Night  - Aud                                    6:00PM    
 
Saturday, February 6, 2010 
      
Sunday, February 7, 2010 
Word of God                                                                    9:00AM   
Stewardship Council Coffee & Donuts after 
                              9:00am Mass                                        
Religious Education Program                                        10:10AM 
Rosemont Village Prayer Service                                  10:30AM 
St. John Hospice                                                            11:00AM 
RCIA                                                                               11:45AM  
Baptism-VNCH                                                               12:00PM                                                                
 
                                                             
 

Schedule of  Events for the 
week of:   January 31, 2010          

Recitation of the Rosary 
After the daily Liturgy. 

   (Monday through Saturday)            

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
 
PRAYERLINE 
The parish prayerline is waiting for your prayer request. 
This week call Helen Viggiano at 610-527-3933 to activate 
the parish prayerline. Two parish teams are available for 
your special intentions.     
 
PROJECT HOPE 
Project Hope is a transportation ministry for our Parish. If 
you need a ride to your medical appointments or to food 
shop this week, please call the parish center.  Please give 
at least 3 days notice.    
 
DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP 
Dinners to the Doorstep ministers to parish families who are 
in crisis or to parish couples welcoming a new baby home. 
Homemade dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators 
keep a list of volunteers for this ministry and volunteers are 
called as needed. If you are in need of this delicious 
community support, please call the parish center.  
 
ST. FRANCIS INN 
     We are forming a parish work group to serve the midday 
meal at the St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday, 
February 21st.   The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily 
needs of the poor and homeless people they serve with 
food, clothing and hospitality.   
    For more information and to sign up, contact our parish 
center.  
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ST. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA PRESCHOOL 
 
 

                                     
                                   CELEBRATES 

“Catholic Schools  -  Dividends for Life”  
 

Activities for Catholic Education Week 
February 1 –5, 2010 

   Monday Student/Teacher Appreciation Day 
      Feb. 1st Share your Profession Day   
   Tuesday Grandparents’/Special Friends’ Day 
      Feb. 2nd      Auditorium  - 10:00am     
    Wednesday  Open House  - Parents Welcome! 
       Feb. 3rd 8:45am to 9:30am 
    Thursday Open House  -  Parents Welcome! 
       Feb. 4th 8:45am to 9:30am 
    Friday School Spirit Day 
       Feb. 5th Wear maroon and/or white  
 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. KATHARINE OF SIENA SCHOOL 
  St. Katharine of Siena School has planned 
activities throughout the week of January 31 to February 5 
that express the Catholic Schools Week 2010 theme of 
“Dividends for Life.”  The school‘s events are part of the 
annual celebration of the nation‘s 7,500 Catholic schools 
and their contribution to their communities and the United 
States.   
 We set aside this week every year to build 
community awareness of and involvement in Catholic 
schools.   We also honor those who make SKS School a 
success, everyone from students, families, faculty and staff 
to volunteers and community supporters. 
 On Sunday, January 31

st
, the Home and School 

Association will host a Parish Coffee in the SKS school 
cafeteria following the 9:30 Mass.  All are welcome. 
 Visit St. Katharine of Siena School! 
On February 2

nd
 from 9-11a.m., there will be an Open 

House where prospective students, their families, and the 
community can learn about our school. 
 For more information, call 610-688-5451 or visit 
www.stkatharineofsienaschool.org. 

CATHOLIC  SCHOOLS  WEEK 

 
ANNUNCIATION BVM SCHOOL  
Annunciation BVM School in Havertown, PA will be 
hosting an Open House on Sunday January 31st from 
10:00AM until 12:30PM.  We offer new, expanded options 
for Pre-K students and a full-day Kindergarten.  Honors 
Math, Foreign Language, Technology and much more in 
grades K-8.  Please come and see the many things our 
school has to offer your child. 
 
 
CONSHOHOCKEN CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
OPEN HOUSE:  
   Grades 1 to 8:  Wednesday, February 10th 
 9:00am—11:00am  &  6:00pm—8:00pm 
 205 Fayette Street, Conshohocken, PA 
   Pre-K to Kindergarten  - Thursday, February 11th 
 9:30am—11:30am  &  6:00pm—8:00pm 
 5th Avenue, Conshohocken, PA 
 
 
COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL OF SACRED HEART 
Open House for grades Pre-K to 12 on Saturday, February 
6th from 11:00am to 1:00pm.  A Scholarship Exam for 
students entering 6th Grade in September will be held on 
Saturday, February 6th, from 9:00-11:00am.  School is 
located at 480 S. Bryn Mawr Avenue in Bryn Mawr.  Please 
contact the admissions office at 610-527-3915, ex. 214 with 
any questions or visit www.cdssh.org.  
 
 
SS. COLMAN  - JOHN NEUMANN SCHOOL 
On Wednesday, February 3, 2010, Ss. Colman-John 
Neumann School will hold its annual Open House for 
Catholic Schools week.   If you would like to find out more 
about school, visit us between 9:00am and 11:00am.  We 
are currently accepting registrations for the 2010-2011 
school year.  Registration forms may be picked up at this 
time.  If you cannot attend and would like to register, please 
contact our office at 610-525-3266. 
 
 
ST. KATHERINE DAY SCHOOL 
Come to our Open House on Tuesday, February 2, 2010 
from 9:30-11:30am.  If you  have a child between the ages 
of 5 and 21 years who needs a Special Education program, 
please visit our Open House during Catholic School‘s 
Week.  We provide a life skills education in a Catholic 
environment to students living in Philadelphia, Chester, 
Montgomery and Delaware counties.  We are located at 
930 Bowman Avenue, Wynnewood, PA 19096.  For 
additional information go to www.stkatherinedayschool.org 
or call 610-667-3958.  
                 

  

http://www.stkatharineofsienaschool.org/
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Care of God’s Creation, Our Journey 

 through the Creation Story Continues. 

The Creatureliness of God - The Fifth Day of Creation 

 
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living 

creatures’.  (Genesis 1:20) 

 
Out of the waters of God‘s life come the creatures of 

earth and sea and sky.  They are endowed with the five senses.  
With the birth of the creatures there is the emergence of seeing, 
hearing, smelling, tasting and touching.  The light of the sun and 
the whiteness of the moon can now be seen.  The wind blowing 
through the leaves of the trees and the crashing of the ocean 
waves can be heard.  The early morning fragrance of the earth 
can be smelled.  Its fruit can be tasted, and its textures touched. 

Every creature can be called a theophany or 
manifestation of the hidden or the visibility of the invisible. Every 
creature is an expression of God‘s essence.  Nothing in creation 
exists in and by itself. At heart, creation including our own 
creatureliness is a showing of the mystery of God. There is a 
strong relationship between Franciscan spirituality and the Celtic 
tradition in that both place emphasis on a relationship with the 
creatures. 

The inclusion of creatures in the garden of God in 
Genesis is pointing not simply to the outward dimension of the 
creaturely realm.  It also is showing something of the way of God‘s 
seeing or sensing, and naming the creation of the inner senses in 
us.  Without the use of the inner senses, we are cut off from the 
heart of life and therefore from a knowledge of God.  Our 
knowledge of God comes to us in the use of our inner senses, 
whether that be through the scriptures and sacraments or through 
creation and one another.  It is like the way an infant comes to 
know its mother. 

Part of the reverencing of the natural world is a respect 
for creation‘s wildness and power. There are many scriptural 
references to our relationship with creatures.  The Book of Job 
says, ‗Ask the animals, and they will teach you; the birds of the air, 
and they will tell you.‘  To look to the animal world is not to look 
away from God.  In the Celtic tradition the creation mystery is part 
of the Christ mystery.  As St Paul says, ‗In him all things in heaven 
and on earth were created‘.  As the Word of God, Christ shows us 
the truth of creation that we have become separated from.  He 
shows us the goodness of our creatureliness, calling us to reclaim 
it rather than deny it. Part of the recovery of our relationship with 
creation involves a willingness to listen in new ways, and in 
listening to be prepared to open ourselves at levels that cannot be 
translated easily into human speech and thought. 

One of the keys to listening needs to be simply an 
appreciative attentiveness to the creatures. There are so many 
things that we need to re-learn from the creatures that will only 
come through the delight of attentively observing them: their ability 
to be still, for instance, and in that stillness to have a heightened 
awareness of what is around them; or the way in which an animal 
sometimes will lie motionless when it is wounded. There is an 
unbroken song of the creatures. This is recorded in the Carmina 
Gadelica tradition as saying, ‗Every creature on the earth here 
below and in the ocean beneath and in the air above was giving 
glory to the great God of the creatures and the worlds…‘ Much of 
that ceaseless praise cannot be heard for it is expressed not in 
words but in being. 
 

 

PLEASE  BRING  A  DESSERT     

TO  SHARE! 

 

RSVP NEEDED for planning:   
Please place response in Offertory 

Basket at weekend Liturgies or fax to 

610-525-6041, or email 

office@stv.comcastbiz.net. 

 

                The Family Life Committee of  
     St. Thomas of Villanova Parish  

                 Community invites you to an 
 

                   ICE SKATING PARTY 
       SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2010  
                                   at   
                      The SKATIUM                      
                    1004 Darby Road 
               Havertown, Pennsylvania 

 
1:30pm—3:00pm  -  Snacks, Juice and Soda in upstairs 

room at the Skatium  
1:45-3:15pm Skate Session (Skates available to rent).    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Family Name:  ____________________________ 
 
Number Attending:  Adults  ____   Children _____ 
 
Phone Number:   _____________________ 
 

“Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord!” 
Villanova Student Musical Theatre 

Presents... 

GODSPELL 

Directed By, Fr. David Cregan, O.S.A. 
  

When: February 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 at 8PM; 
February 13th at 2PM 

 
Where: St. Thomas of Villanova Church on Main Campus 

of Villanova University 
Ticket Prices: $10 per person  

$6 for Students purchased in advance at the Connelly 
Center 

 

Tickets will be available at the Connelly Center on February 
1, 2010.  They are also available online at 
www.villanovatix.com.  You can also place tickets on 
reserve to be paid for at the door if you would like to email 
VSMT at novavsmt@gmail.com. 

FROM THE PEACE AND JUSTICE 

 COMMITTEE: 
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New Horizons  
 Careers in Transition  

  

 Experiencing job loss or transition in the 
workplace?  New Horizons is a program to assist people in 
search of new employment.  Focused on developing the 
tools and skills essential for success, New Horizons 
sponsors a networking group which meets at the STV 
parish center.  The group provides members a forum to 
network in a peer group environment, make contacts and 
exchange ideas in an atmosphere of mutual support. 
  
 Please provide your contact information to Paul 
Frank @ STVNewHorizons@yahoo.com  or call the parish 
center, 610-525-4801. 
 

 
 
      
 
 
                       
 

 The Faith Community of  St. Thomas of 
Villanova is pleased to offer  

Living in Love 

            February 13-14, 2010 
          Please treat yourselves to this extraordinary 
experience for the sake of our community, yourselves, and 
your children.  
          If you are considering sponsoring an engaged couple 
for the parish this workshop is also the initial training for 
―Preparing to Live in Love‖ our parish pre-marriage 
mentoring program. 
 Living in Love is a mini retreat workshop for 
married couples designed to energize the romance and 
renew the excitement of being in love.    
     A Mission to Love… Couples who stay 
successfully and happily married have made marriage their 
mission.  They choose not to ‗settle down‘ but instead adopt 
a proactive approach to put the fun and delight into being a 
man and a woman in love.  This day and a half parish-
based event provides the inspiration and insight that 
enables each couple to create the lifestyle and marriage 
they have always dreamed of.  Clearly there is a difference 
between loving and being ―in love‖.  Living in Love offers 
liberating insight into how differently men and women prefer 
to achieve intimacy and helps couples get in touch with the 
resources that draw them to each other and fuel their 
passion.   
 The cost is $100 per couple and includes all 
materials, refreshments, and a romantic Saturday evening 
meal. 
          For more information about time schedule, topics, and 
cost please visit:  www.livinginlove.org .  You may register 
online or fill out the following form and drop it at the parish 
center or in the Sunday collection. 
 

Living in Love Registration Form: 
 

Wife’s Name: __________________________ 
Religion:  ______________________________ 
Husband’s Name: _______________________ 
Religion: ______________________________ 
Parish: _______________________________ 
Phone: ____________________   
Email _________________________ 
 
Breast feeding babies can be cared for at the retreat.  
Babysitting can be arranged upon request.   For more 
information, please call Dave and Stephanie D‘Archangelo 
at 610-489-4869 or darkangels5@verizon.net.  

iving iniving in

 

THE MOMôS OF YOUNG CHILDREN GROUP 

invite you to a 

Pizza and Movie Night 
Friday, February 5th 

in the Rosemont Auditorium 

 
 

 

 

 
Movie:  ―Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs‖ 

RSVP TO:   stthomasmoms@yahoo.com  

 

      Children can wear  

their PJôs.  

 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  
     CLOTHING DRIVES     
                            
Accepting usable men‘s, women‘s and children‘s clothing.  
Also, small household goods (bed and bath linens, pots & 
pans, dishes, cooking utensils, shoes and books).  Small 
appliances in good working order.  No baby equipment, 
only clothing.  
 
Saturday, February 6, 2010 – 9:00am to 2:00pm 
         St. Anastasia    
  3301 West Chester Pike 
                          Newtown Square, PA   19073 
 
Saturday, February 13, 2010  — 9:00am to 2:00pm 
  Annunciation B.V.M. 
  401 Brookline Blvd. 
  Havertown, PA   19083   
 
 

mailto:STVNewHorizons@yahoo.com
http://www.livinginlove.org/

