THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JANUARY 24, 2010

THIRD SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

Stewardship Thought for the Week

“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot
portions to those who had nothing prepared....”
Nehemiah 8:10

Ezra’s instructions to the people show us that God does not
forbid us from enjoying the good things in life. However,
He expects us to share our blessing with those who are in
need.

From the Pastor...

Dear Friends,

Once again you have shown your concern for the poor
and those in need. I thank you for your contributions last weekend
for the victims of the earthquake in Haiti. As we did last week we
will be dedicating our parish tithe this weekend for the victims and
are accepting any additional donations. (Checks should be made
out to Catholic Relief Services with a notation Haiti.) Thank you
so much for your generous stewardship.

This is what we have to send to date:
Parish tithe 1/16-17 - $2,382.20
Donations - $8,123.00
Total to date -$10,505.20

This weekend we are having our Commitment Sunday
for the Archdiocesan Campaign, Heritage of Faith - Vision of
Hope. We are deviating a bit from what is being suggested to us.

I did not want to stop after the homily and pass out commitment
cards and have everyone sign them and then collect them. They
tell me we would get a lot of pledges this way. However, to me
this is too much of a disruption in our prayer as a community. I
decided instead to have the cards available on tables at the
entrance ways of the Villanova Church and in the gathering space
at the Rosemont Chapel. People will have the opportunity to fill
out a card then, if they have not already made a pledge. Some
may have taken them with the intention to return them during the
week or next week on January 31st. The campaign officially will
end in the parish on January 31st.

The consulting company thinks we will not be very
successful doing the Commitment Sunday this way. I hope that we
will prove them wrong. We have a goal of $1, 350,000 and about
72% has already been pledged. I would love to make our goal and
I know that we really need people to pledge as we wind down the
campaign here at St. Thomas. We will be successful if more
parishioners can do whatever they can.

Our second reading from St. Paul's First Letter to the
Corinthians and his image of the church as the body of Christ
gives us the foundation for everything that I have just written. We
see the people of Haiti as our brothers and sisters in need and we
respond by trying to help them. We too are part of the
Archdiocese and the needs that are presented in the campaign are
also our needs because we are part of the same body. Maybe the
line from St. Paul is truly appropriate: "If one part suffers, all the
parts suffer with it; if one part is honored, all the parts share the
joy."

On Monday evening, January 11th, Sr. Mary Scullion,
R.S.M. spoke to about 175 people in our Rosemont auditorium.
She is the Director of Project Home and has done so much to help
the homeless in Philadelphia. She is an extraordinary model for
all of us. I felt honored to have her here. More so, she praised our
parish for all the support and all the volunteers that have helped
the homeless throughout the years. Her words were another
reminder to me of the depth of peoples' faith here that enables
them to continually reach out to others as Christ reached out to us.
Thank you so much for all that you do here at St. Thomas and in
the various outreach ministries we have. I feel very fortunate to
be with you as your pastor!!

Peace,
Fr. Rich
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Commitment Weekend
Campaign Update

We’'re Getting Closer To Our Goal!
To date we have raised $969,620
or 72% of our parish goal

This weekend is Commitment Weekend and our last big chance to reach our
goal of $1,350,000. If you have not already pledged and were not able to complete a pledge card after
mass today, you may use the pledge card below.
Please complete it and either mail it in, drop it at the Parish Center or you may drop it in the offertory
basket next weekend. To all who have made their pledges,
and all who continue to support this
campaign, we thank you for your generosity.
GIFT PLANNER:

TOTAL PLEDGE ANNUALLY MONTHLY DAILY
$10,000 (5 Year) $2,000 $167 $5.48
$7,500 (5 Year) $1,500 $125 $4.11
$5,000 (5Year) $1,000 $83 $2.74
$2,000 (3 Year) $657 $55.50 $1.82
$1,000 (3 Year) $333.33 $27.78 $0.91

WEEKEND ‘{5‘;' ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA
Parish: | am/We are pleased to make a gift to Heritage of Faith-

Vision of Hope.
Name: .

< Yes! |/We agree to pledge today or increase my/our pledge.
Address: ____ - 3

J Amen! |/We have already made a pledge.
City: tate: Zip: 8

P e e L - Praying! | am/We are thinking about my/our decision

Phone:

— Please call me/us at on

Total Pledge Amount  1$10,000 - $7,500 J $5,000 152,000 1 $1,000
Payable: < Monthly J Quarterly 1 Semi-Annually Q Annually

Beginning: / / for months/years. |/We expect the periodic payment to be $

forck: onel
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Schedule of Events for the

week of: January 24, 2010
Recitation of the Rosary

After the daily Liturgy.

(Monday through Saturday)

Monday, January 25, 2010
Rosemont Manor Ministry
Brown Bag Lunch - Aud
Finance Council Meeting—PCA1

Tuesday, January 26, 2010
Golden Bells - Aud

OLBS Mentors

Bible Study - PC4

Youth Group - Middle School
Step Parenting Group - PC2
Choir Practice VNCH
Genasis Bells - Aud

Wednesday, January 27, 2010
Exercise Program - Aud
Honickman Ministry

Religious Education Program - PC
Pilates - Aud

Thursday, January 28, 2010
Rosemont Presbyterian Village Mass

Walking with Purpose - Aud

Bible Study - PC2

OFFICE CLOSES AT NOON TODAY

IHN Volunteers Dinner/Meeting in Auditorium

Friday, January 29, 2010

Saturday, January 30, 2010

1st Reconciliation— RMCH

1st Reconciliation Celebration - Aud

Family Life Women'’s Basketball Game at
Villanova Pavillion

Sunday, January 31, 2010
Word of God

Religious Education Program
Rosemont Village Prayer Service
RCIA

Baptism-VNCH

The Parish Center
will only be
opened until Noon
on

Thursday,

10:30AM
12:45PM
7:30PM

10:00AM
2:30PM
7:00PM
7:30PM
7:30PM
7:30PM
7:30PM

10:00AM
12:45PM
4:30PM
6:00PM

9:00AM
9:30AM
10:30AM

6:00PM

10:00AM
11:00AM

2:00PM

9:00AM
10:10AM
10:30AM

11:45AM
12:00PM

January 28, 2010.

“Masses in Interpreted American Sign Language”
On the Second and Fourth Sunday of each month, we
have scheduled an American Sign Language Interpreter for
our 9:00am Mass in the Rosemont Chapel. The Interpreter

will be here on February 14 and 28, 2010.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK:

Monday Acts 22-3-16 or 9:1-22; Mk 16:15-18
Tuesday 2Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Mk 3:31-35
Wednesday 2 Sm 7:4-17; Mk 4:1-20

Thursday 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Mk 4:21-25
Friday 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17; Mk 4:26-34
Saturday 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Mk 4:35-41
Sunday Jer 1:4-5,17-19; 1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or 13:4-13
Lk 4:21-30
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICE

Thank you for your generosity in last week’s Catholic Relief
Services Collection. Because of you, millions of people all
over the world will receive vital assistance. You have truly
given hope to Jesus in disguise.

Please visit www.uscch.org/nationalcollections to
learn more about the programs and projects supported by
The Catholic Relief Services Collection.



ST. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA PARISH
ROSEMONT, PENNSYLVANIA

JANUARY 24, 2010

CHRISTIAN SERVICE

PRAYERLINE

The parish prayerline is waiting for your prayer request.
This week call the parish center to activate the parish
prayerline. Two parish teams are available for your special
intentions.

PROJECT HOPE

Project Hope is a transportation ministry for our Parish. If
you need a ride to your medical appointments or to food
shop this week, please call the parish center.

DINNERS TO THE DOORSTEP

Dinners to the Doorstep ministers to parish families who are
in crisis or to parish couples welcoming a new baby home.
Homemade dinners are delivered. Two parish coordinators
keep a list of volunteers for this ministry and volunteers are
called as needed. If you are in need of this delicious
community support, please call the parish center.

ST. FRANCIS INN

We are forming a parish work group to serve the midday
meal at the St. Francis Inn in Kensington on Sunday,
February 21st. The Inn tries to meet the immediate daily
needs of the poor and homeless people they serve with
food, clothing and hospitality.

For more information and to sign up, contact our parish
center.

St. Thomas of Villanova Parishioners
are mnvited to a Parish Forum

Monday, January 25, 2010 at 12:45pm
after the 12:05 Mass in the Rosemont Auditorium
No RSVP is necessary.
Bring your own lunch, beverages provided.

Topic of Forum:
‘Citizen Soldier to Scholar:
A Personal Memoir of World War 77~

Presenter: Dr. David Burton

Parishioner Dr. David Burton is a professor emeritus of
history and former Chair of the History Dept at St. Joseph’s
University. Author, co-author and/or editor of twenty-five
books.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

ST. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA PRESCHOOL

CELEBRATES
“Catholic Schools - Dividends for Life”

Activities for Catholic Education Week
February 1 =5, 2010

Monday Student/Teacher Appreciation Day
Feb. 1st Share your Profession Day

Tuesday Grandparents’/Special Friends’ Day
Feb.2nd  Auditorium - 10:00am

Wednesday Open House - Parents Welcome!

Feb.3rd  8:45am to 9:30am

Thursday Open House - Parents Welcome!
Feb. 4th  8:45am to 9:30am

Friday School Spirit Day
Feb. 5th  Wear maroon and/or white

ACADEMY OF NOTRE DAME DE NAMUR

6TH GRADE Entrance and Scholarship Exam on Saturday,
January 30, 2010 at 9:00am. Must pre-register for this. For
information, contact Mia F. Wesner, Director of Junior
Admissions at 610-971-0498 or email mwesner@ndapa.org

ST. KATHARINE OF SIENA SCHOOL

St. Katharine of Siena School has planned
activities throughout the week of January 31 to February 5
that express the Catholic Schools Week 2010 theme of
“Dividends for Life.” The school’'s events are part of the
annual celebration of the nation’s 7,500 Catholic schools
and their contribution to their communities and the United
States.

We set aside this week every year to build
community awareness of and involvement in Catholic
schools. We also honor those who make SKS School a
success, everyone from students, families, faculty and staff
to volunteers and community supporters.

On Sunday, January 31%, the Home and School
Association will host a Parish Coffee in the SKS school
cafeteria following the 9:30 Mass. All are welcome.

Visit St. Katharine of Siena School!

On February 2" from 9-11a.m., there will be an Open
House where prospective students, their families, and the
community can learn about our school.

For more information, call 610-688-5451 or visit
www.stkatharineofsienaschool.org.

ANNUNCIATION BVM SCHOOL

Annunciation BVM School in Havertown, PA will be
hosting an Open House on Sunday January 31st from
10:00AM until 12:30PM. We offer new, expanded options
for Pre-K students and a full-day Kindergarten. Honors
Math, Foreign Language, Technology and much more in
grades K-8. Please come and see the many things our
school has to offer your child.

CONSHOHOCKEN CATHOLIC SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE:
Grades 1 to 8: Wednesday, February 10th
9:00am—11:00am & 6:00pm—38:00pm
205 Fayette Street, Conshohocken, PA
Pre-K to Kindergarten - Thursday, February 11th
9:30am—11:30am & 6:00pm—~8:00pm
5th Avenue, Conshohocken, PA

ST. MARGARET SCHOOL
Welcome to St. Margaret School
A nurturing, faith based education in a caring environment
227 Narberth Avenue, Narberth PA 19072 - 610.664.2640

Visit us online: www.saint-margaret.org
Questions or RSVP: info@saint-margaret.org
Open Houses
Pre-Kindergarten 4 years through Grade 8
Bring a friend and meet our student ambassadors!
Sunday, January 24, 2010 -- 12:30 PM - 2 PM
Thursday, January 28, 2010 — 8:30 AM — 2:30 PM
Introductions to: PK 9 am — K 10 am — 1st grade 11 am

Need Girl Scout Cookies??

We have quite a few Junior Girl Scouts in the
Parish who would love to take your orders and even deliver
them. The cookies are once again $3.50 a box and the 8
varieties are:

Thin Mints, Carmel DelLites, Peanut Butter

Patties, Shortbread, Peanut Butter Sandwich,

Thanks-A-Lot, Lemonades and Reduced Fat

Daisy-Go-Rounds.

Please call the Powers Family at 610-525-1286 or
e-mail lori.powers@verizon.net and we’ll arrange to get
your cookies to you. THANKS
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MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY
THANK YOU

Dear Parishioners of STV:

Thank you for all of your support in making this year’s Day
of Service another success! The Global Gift Fair was well
attended and we made the following:

* decorated 100 tee-shirts for children 4-5 years old
visiting a new health clinic in the village of Gidan Mangoro
(outskirts of Abuja) in Nigeria. These tee shirts will be a
take-home gift after treatment. Thanks to Barbara Gollin for
her beautiful designs.

* prepared 180 hygiene qift bags for children of the
Lakota Indian Tribe in Eagle Butte, South Dakota. Life is
harsh on the reservation, especially in the winter, and our
gift is practical and helpful. Thanks to Dr. David Cochran,
Dr. Tim Brosnan and Tanya Braithwaite for their donations
of toothpaste, toothbrushes and dental floss.

* decorated 250 note pad and pen gifts for primary
school children at St. Leo’s School outside of Durban,
South Africa. The school serves impoverished Zulu
children. They have no books, no pencils and very little
paper and one chalkboard per classroom. We will give
each child their very own pen and note pad. Our children
decorated beautiful bookmarks to insert in each note pad.

* dozens of beautiful prayers lined our prayer wall for the
people of Haiti. Our children sent warm wishes for a
speedy recovery at the orphanage we have heard about
and sent gifts to in prior years. We were pleased to hear
that all 180 orphans got our safely and we pray for their
health and safety as they begin to rebuild.

* QOur parish responded to the Outreach trips with 75
parishioners going to the following agencies:
Philabundance (packaged food for distribution); Candles to
Crayons (sorted children’s clothing and games); Our
Brother's House - Bethesda Project (served lunch to over
200 men); Habitat for Humanity in Norristown (painted and
spackled a house); and St. Francis Inn in Kensington
(served the mid-day meal to hundreds).

We did have representatives from neighboring parishes
at the fair. As in prior years we had all ages in attendance,
from toddler to senior. Every student group was there -
elementary school, middle school, high school and college.
One of the things we noticed this year was how many of our
younger students - the elementary and middle school ones
enthusiastically asked what more they could do. There was
a joy in the giving that seemed even stronger than in prior
years. We have reason to be proud of our young people.

THANK YOU, STV Parishioners for making Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day — not a day of rest but a day of ACTION!

THANK YOU, Denise Rinear Steele for all of your
coordination of this day.

The Family Life Committee of

St. Thomas of Villanovaw

Inwites yowto-

Villanova Women’s Basketball Team Game

VS.
Seton Hall University

Saturday, January 30, 2010 at 2:00pm

at the Villanova Pavilion

Refreshments
for Parishioners at Halftime

RSVP A MUST - Tickets for those who have pre-

registered will be available at the Family Life Table in

the lobby of the Pavilion.

kkkkkkkkkkdkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhhhkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhhkikdkkikkkkk

RSVP by January 25, 2010.

FAMILY NAME

Phone

Number of Adults Number of Children

Return to parish center, put in collection basket, email

Kathy Roethlein at office@stv.comcastbiz.net
Please join us for a fun-filled afternoon.

THE MOM’ S OF YOUNG CHI

in the Rosemont Auditorium

Mo v i

invite you to a

Pizza and Movie Night
Friday, February 5th

Children can wear
PJl’

their

e: “Cl oudy

RSVP TO:
stthomasmoms(@yahoo.com
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t h

S .
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HOLIDAY HUGS FOR HEROES, 2009,
THANK YOU LETTERS

Kabul, Afghanistan
December 22, 2009
Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas:

I’'m writing to thank you for the extremely generous CARE packages you have prepared and sent to the service
members of US Forces-Afghanistan Headquarters in Kabul. Folks here are simply amazed at the unending stream of
goodies, thoughtful items and cards full of well wishes. The items you sent are distributed to the service members here at
our HQ. We have also taken the liberty of distributing some of the extra goodies to the local orphanage (home to 700
orphan Afghan children) and local refugee camp (home to several dozen homeless families). Thank you very much.

US Forces-Afghanistan is the senior US headquarters in Afghanistan. General McChrystal is our commander but on
a day to day basis we work for his deputy for support, Major General John Macdonald. Our mission is to provide for the
manning, training, funding, logistics and sustainment for all of the US forces in-country. We are deeply involved with the
force flow planning for the new troops coming our way. We are also tasked with expanding existing base camps or building
new ones to accommodate incoming forces. Our HQ also arranges for the equipping and sustaining of US forces here. The
work isn’t necessarily glamorous but the 500 service members at our headquarters work long hours to accomplish our
mission. We look forward to helping the Afghans get back on their feet and bring peace and stability to their county.

Thank you again for your overwhelming show of support and love for all of the troops here in Kabul and around
Afghanistan.

Sincerely,
James (Sandy) MacMurtrie
Colonel, USMC

Headquarters - United States Forces, Afghanistan
Kabul, Afghanistan
APO AE 09356

25 December, 2009

Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas:

Thank you very much for your kind and thoughtful expression of appreciation that you recently sent to COL James
MacMurtrie. The items that you sent to Soldiers were very practical but more than that they were meaningful. The personal
hygiene items were exactly what soldiers need in this environment. The snacks were also well received and appreciated.
Everything was just right. It will be well used. All of the items showed that you put some careful thought into your gift. It was
very encouraging to receive such gifts of kindness.

I am currently serving as the senior chaplain in Afghanistan and also the pastor of the military chapel congregation
here at our compound in Kabul. | work among heroes every day. It is a blessing to see the young people of America serving
here to try to improve the life of the Afghan people. Also, we are securing the freedom of Americans by reducing the safe
havens for terrorists. As you may remember the terrorists who attached America on 11 Sep 2001 were trained and
supported by the terrorists’ camps here in Afghanistan. We have eliminated that threat and are working to train the Afghan
Army and Police Force so that they may maintain their own security.

Pray for American Service members here in Afghanistan. Pray for their safety and for the success of their mission.
Once again, thank you for your kind expression of appreciation.

Blessings,
Timothy N. Willoughby
Chaplain (Colonel), US Army, Command Chaplain

Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas:

What a blessing to receive all of the wonderful items in your boxes. | was one of the many grateful recipients of
many items. You really have no idea how powder, toothpaste, cough drops and the other wonderful items are so welcome.
It is less money our troops have to spend at the little PX we have that is sparsely filled.

| am a federal civilian employee who volunteered to help out here in Afghanistan. | know the troops are so grateful
for your generosity.

Thank you so much to everyone who helped with this endeavor.

Happy, Healthy 2010 to you all!
Sandy Tomberlain
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The Faith Community of St. Thomas of
Villanova is pleased to offer

Living in Love
February 13-14, 2010

Please treat yourselves to this extraordinary
experience for the sake of our community, yourselves, and
your children.

If you are considering sponsoring an engaged couple
for the parish this workshop is also the initial training for
“Preparing to Live in Love” our parish pre-marriage
mentoring program.

Living in Love is a mini retreat workshop for
married couples designed to energize the romance and
renew the excitement of being in love.

A Mission to Love... Couples who stay
successfully and happily married have made marriage their
mission. They choose not to ‘settle down’ but instead adopt
a proactive approach to put the fun and delight into being a
man and a woman in love. This day and a half parish-
based event provides the inspiration and insight that
enables each couple to create the lifestyle and marriage
they have always dreamed of. Clearly there is a difference
between loving and being “in love”. Living in Love offers
liberating insight into how differently men and women prefer
to achieve intimacy and helps couples get in touch with the
resources that draw them to each other and fuel their
passion.

The cost is $100 per couple and includes all
materials, refreshments, and a romantic Saturday evening
meal.

For more information about time schedule, topics, and
cost please visit: www.livinginlove.org . You may register
online or fill out the following form and drop it at the parish
center or in the Sunday collection.

Living in Love Registration Form:

Wife’s Name:
Religion:
Husband’s Name:
Religion:
Parish:
Phone:
Email

Breast feeding babies can be cared for at the retreat.
Babysitting can be arranged upon request. For more
information, please call Dave and Stephanie D’Archangelo
at 610-489-4869 or darkangels5@verizon.net.

New Horizons
Careers in Transition

Experiencing job loss or transition in the
workplace? New Horizons is a program to assist people in
search of new employment. Focused on developing the
tools and skills essential for success, New Horizons
sponsors a networking group which meets at the STV
parish center. The group provides members a forum to
network in a peer group environment, make contacts and
exchange ideas in an atmosphere of mutual support.

Please provide your contact information to Paul
Frank @ STVNewHorizons@yahoo.com or call the parish
center, 610-525-4801.

A BABY’S BREATH
Volunteers needed!

A Baby's Breath is an organization dedicated to helping
women dealing with crisis pregnancies. We are in need of
volunteers to help out at our Main Line center. Open
houses will be held at the center-which is located at 827 W.
Lancaster Ave in Bryn Mawr, on February 1st and 8th from
7-9pm. Please join us to see where your time and talent
can be used as a witness to God's love in helping mothers
and families in need. A Baby's Breath Main Line is at 827
W. Lancaster Avenue, in Bryn Mawr. For more information
call: Sheri at 484.868.0720

MEN’S SPIRITUALITY CONFERENCE

Catholic men come hear an all star line-up of speakers
at the Men’s Spirituality Conference, Be Reconciled to
the Lord, Saturday, March 13, 2010 at Archbishop Ryan
High School. Speakers include Baseball great Mike
Piazza, police Commissioner Charles Ramsey, and
Catholic Evangelist Jesse Romero. The closing Mass will
be celebrated by Cardinal Rigali. For additional information
and online registration go to www.archphila.org and look for
the Men’s Spirituality Conference Logo, or call 215-587-
5639.

MOTHER OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE

Mother of Divine Providence in King of Prussia is happy
to announce 2 new events: a Flea Market on Saturday,
May 8th, from 8:30am —2:00pm, and a Spring Expo on
Saturday, May 22nd, 8:30am-2:30pm. The flea market will
be held outside the school, or inside the parish center in the
event of rain. Spaces are 12'x12’ and cost $20. The
Spring Expo will be held in the parish center. Spaces are
$25 if you bring your own setup or $30 if you need a table
provided. Additional information and applications can be
found at www.mdpparish.com. For directions or
information, call the rectory at 610-265-4178.
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